
“The Best Lodging & Dining
in Central Vermont”

o Centrally located, only 2 miles from 
   Exit 4, I-89.

o Willy B’s Tavern is open at the Inn
   for dinner on Thursday, Friday & 
   Saturday nights.

o A delicious breakfast is included in
  room rate.

o High-speed wireless Internet access.

o Nightly rates start at $98.

Weddings ~ Family Reunions

WEDDINGS     •     REUNIONS     •     RETREATS     •     CONFERENCES

X
-C

 S
K

IIN
G

  
  

  
• 

  
  
 S

N
O

W
SH

O
EI

N
G

  
  

  
• 

  
  

 1,
30

0 
A

C
R
ES

FIT
N

ESS C
EN

T
ER

   •   SA
U

N
A

   •   W
H

IR
LPO

O
L   •   G

O
LF   •   BIK

IN
G

“THE BEST LODGING, DINING & SPORTS IN CENTRAL VERMONT”

THREE STALLION INN
         at the                         Green Mountain Stock Farm

802-728-5575   •   www.ThreeStallionInn.com   •   665 Stock Farm Road   •   Randolph, Vermont
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KLICK’S
ANTIQUES & CRAFTS

Bought & Sold

SPECIALIZING IN RAG RUGS,
COUNTRY ANTIQUES, FOLK ART.
Watch rag rugs & placemats being made

Open Mon–Fri 10–5 or by appointment
29 Westminster St • Bellows Falls, VT 

Just south of the square • (802) 463-9656

Plymouth, VT
�Coolidge Holiday Open House�

Celebrating the Traditions of the Season

The Union Christian Church at the President Calvin Coolidge State Historic Site in Plymouth, VT.

Exit 5 off  I-91 • Westminster, VT • 802-722-3395

Open 7 Days a Week • 6 am – 9 pm

Trees, Wreaths, Roping & Holly
Come Shop in Our Greenhouse!  

Poinsettias, Plants, Sleighbells, Kissing Balls, & Unique Gifts

We’ll gladly design outdoor planters 
and even tie your Christmas tree on your car!

ORDER your HOLIDAY PIES online at www.allenbrothersfarms.com

Allen Brothers Farm Market • Th ere’s a treat for everyone!

FARM MARKET
’Tis the season 

to be jolly!

Plein Air Exhibit
November 17 

through mid-March

100 River St., 
Springfi eld, VT

Vermont Country Sampler
December 2014, Vol. XXX

The Original Vermont Country Sampler is distributed free 
over-the-counter in and out of Vermont. Back issues, $2 per 
issue, fi rst class. Subscriptions $24/year.

Calendar of Events published free of charge. Mail your 
information to us by the 10th of the preceding month.

We are not responsible for typographical errors. No material 
in this publication may be reprinted without permission of the 
publisher. ©2014. All rights reserved. 

Vermont Country Sampler • Charles Sutton
PO Box 197, N. Clarendon, VT 05759 • (802) 772-7463

www.vermontcountrysampler.com

Feeling overwhelmed by the rush of holiday shopping, 
crowds, and decorating? Return to a simpler time on Sat-
urday, December 6 at the Coolidge Holiday Open House at 
the President Calvin Coolidge State Historic Site, in historic 
Plymouth Notch, VT

Many of the museum buildings, including the Homestead 
where President Calvin Coolidge was sworn in as president 
of the United States, will be open that day, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
The event is free and features special presentations and a 
variety of family activities. 

An open house highlight will be a baking demonstra-
tion by culinary artist and author of several books, Gesine 
Bullock-Prado at 2 p.m. Bullock-Prado will delight us with 
her lively presentations of elegant holiday confections. This 
year, she is making “clever and easy holiday treats” such as 
reindeer palmier, gingerbread Christmas village, candy cane 
toboggan, and stocking cookies. Copies of her latest book, 
Bake It Like You Mean It: Gorgeous Cakes From Inside Out 
(reviewed in this issue of the Sampler on p. 28), will be 
available for signing.

Steve Morse of Montpelier will perform holiday organ 
and piano music throughout the day and will lead caroling 
in the village church at 1 p.m. Site Administrator Bill Jenney 
will provide special tours of the Coolidge Homestead at 11 
a.m. and 12:30 p.m. 

There will be horse-drawn sleigh rides (or wagon rides, 
depending on weather) with Fred DePaul. A resident of 
Plymouth Notch, DePaul is well known for his local lore 
and engaging humor.

The Coolidge Foundation invites holiday makers of all 
ages to create decorations, cards, gift tags, and little books 
using papers, rubber stamps, punches, ribbons, and other 
embellishments. Terry Gulick of Springfi eld invites everyone 
to try their hand at making fresh evergreen wreaths. Gulick 
will also have wreaths for sale, donating proceeds to the 
Coolidge Site’s garden fund.

Fiber Arts in Vermont, a nonprofi t group based in Proctors-
ville, will offer textile demonstrations (spinning, weaving, 
felting, etc.); the group will also have a raffl e for a beautiful 

hand-woven wool blanket—a realistic copy of one made by 
Calvin Coolidge’s grandmother—to support the conservation 
of the Site’s textile collection. 

Other artisans include The Chocolatorium with chocolate 
making & sampling, Dolores Furnari showing how to do the-
orem painting, Ellen Denton demonstrating creating holiday 
cards from nature, Leah Karo showing rug hooking, Evelyn 
Gant with lace making, and Marianne Fassett doing paper 
quilling—take home a quilled tree or snowfl ake ornament! 

The Coolidge birthplace will be decorated as it would have 
been in 1872, the year the future president was born. Also 
open are the Coolidge Museum & Education Center, Aldrich 
House, Coolidge Hall (the 1924 Summer White House of-
fi ce), Wilder House Restaurant (serving a homemade & 
hearty lunch), Union Christian Church.

The Florence Cilley General Store will be open and will 
tempt the discerning shopper with old-fashioned toys and 
unusual gift items. Coolidge memorabilia and a wide variety 
of Vermont-made crafts can also be found in the shop at the 
Museum & Education Center. It is the perfect time to pick 
up those unique stocking stuffers! 

Open House visitors can purchase cheese and watch it 
being made at the Plymouth Cheese Factory. Under the 
management of Plymouth Artisan Cheese, the factory is 
producing several varieties of the famous “granular curd” 
Plymouth Cheese, based on the 1890 recipe. The factory 
will also have a wine tasting that day. 

The Plymouth Post Offi ce has a special holiday cancel-
lation (the newest in the series of covers designed by John 
Lutz) from 1-4 p.m. The lighting ceremony for the Plymouth 
Memory Tree, a project that offers fi nancial assistance to area 
residents in need, is at 3 p.m. Donations to this fund can be 
made by contacting Al Poirier: arpcolby@yahoo.com.

President Calvin Coolidge State Historic Site is located 
at 3780 Rt. 100A in Plymouth, VT.

 For further information about the Coolidge Holiday 
Open House, call (802) 672-3773, or visit www.historicsites.
vermont.gov/coolidge.

�A Litany� 
Aft er Winter Solstice 

You white sky of snow:
Pray for us. Pray for us. Graciously hear us.

You deep killing freeze:
Pray for us. Pray for us. Graciously hear us.

All of you seeds, scattered and longing:
Pray for us. Pray for us. Graciously hear us.

All of you leaves taken from summer:
Pray for us. Pray for us. Graciously hear us.

All of you shriveled colors and scents,
Petals and blossoms and berries and fruits:

Pray for us. Pray for us. Graciously hear us.

All of you ragweed, ironweed, goldenrod broken,
blackened euonymus,

burdock and pokeweed,
hollow and empty,

sweet rocket, ragwort, celandine, poppies and thistles
curling and waiting:

Pray for us. Pray for us. Graciously hear us.

All of you frogs and all of you toads,
Burrowed and patient, hidden and mute:

Pray for us. Pray for us. Graciously hear us.

All of you silenced cicadas and katydids,
All of you crickets still prowling the dark,
All of you ravening mice in the cupboards:

Pray for us. Pray for us. Graciously hear us.

All of you creatures gone or to come,
All of you wings of the birds that have vanished,

All of you mating calls still to be sung:
Pray for us, Pray for us, Graciously hear us.

All of you crocus, ready to rise,
Snowdrops, hepaticas, twinleaf, and bloodroot,

Anemonies, cress and bluebells and squills:
Pray for us. Pray for us. Graciously hear us.
Pray for us. Pray for us. Graciously hear us.

—Bill Felker

Craft s and 
fi ne arts fr om 

160 artists 
in a historic 
downtown

Gallery at the

VAULT
Visual Art Using Local Talent

STATE CRAFT CENTER

Tues–Sat 11-5  
68 Main St. 

Springfi eld, VT  
802-885-7111

www.galleryvault.org

ThePublicPress.com

Got a story to tell?
The Public Press can be 

the shortest distance 
between the author's brain 
and the printed page. For 
more information visit us at 
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Vermont Chamber of Commerce

Top Ten Winter Festivities in Vermont

photo by Billings Farm & Museum
Visitors enjoy a horse-drawn wagon ride around the farm on Thanksgiving Weekend at Billings Farm & Museum in Woodstock, VT.

Th e Holidays are Here!
Balsam Christmas Trees

Wreaths & Evergreen Roping
We have cut-your-own and pre-cut trees 

and make-your-own and ready-made wreaths. 

Visit Our Gift Shop 
Fresh Cider, Apples, Cider Donuts. Homemade Apple 

and Pumpkin Pies – be sure to order ahead!
Mail Order Apple Gift Packs

Horse-Drawn Sleigh/Wagon Rides by Reservation.
Fun for the Whole Family!�

130 West Hill Road, Putney, VT
(Exit 4, I-91) Look for signs in Putney Village

Open daily 9 am – 5:30 pm • (802) 387-5851
greenmtorchards.com

Thanksgiving Weekend 
At Billings Farm & Museum 
Woodstock, VT • November 28-30, 2014

Featuring traditional cooking and preparation of a late 
19th century Thanksgiving dinner in the restored 1890 Farm 
House. Enjoy horse-drawn wagon rides, farm tours and 
hands-on food preparation and preservation. Admission. 
(802) 457-2355. www.billingsfarm.org.

Manchester Merriment 
Manchester, VT • November 28, 2014 to January 1, 2015

Tours of decorated inns, wine tastings at local restaurants, 
the Lighted Tractor Parade, and the Elf Express Train ride. 
Horse-drawn wagon rides and tree lightings round out the 
six-week celebration. Some events charge admission. (802) 
362-6313. www.visitmanchestervt.com.

36th Annual Putney Craft Tour 
Putney, VT • November 28-30, 2014

Meet 28 of Vermont’s most prominent artisans on this self-
guided tour. Visit and buy direct from the artisans and sample 
specialty food products. Meander the back roads and fi nd 
that perfect one-of-a-kind piece. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day. 
Free admission. (802) 387-4032. www.putneycrafts.com.

Country Christmas Open House & 
Holiday Paint-In 

Warren & Waitsfi eld, VT • December 6-7, 2014
A festive setting that would make Norman Rockwell feel 

right at home. Shoppers fi nd bargains while artists paint the 
holiday scene. Enjoy refreshments next to a bonfi re. Free 
admission. (802) 496-3409. www.madrivervalley.com.

Christmas in Weston 
Weston, VT • December 6, 2014

Experience a colonial Christmas from yesteryear. Tour 
the village in one of three horse-drawn wagons, stopping by 
many of the shops, galleries, museums and inns. Visit Santa at 
The Vermont Country Store! 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. No admission. 
www.weston-vermont.com/things-to-do-in-weston-vermont/
christmas-in-weston.

First Night Burlington 
Burlington, VT • December 31, 2014

A celebration of the New Year, presenting more than 100 
performances of music, dance, theater, comedy, and other 
performing arts in up to 20 venues in downtown Burlington 
on New Year’s Eve. 2 p.m. to 12 a.m. Admission is with a 
First Night button. (802) 863-6005. www.fi rstnightburling
ton.com.

Stowe Winter Carnival 
Stowe, VT • January 17-25, 2014

Celebrate the outdoors in winter. Over 15 family events and 
competitive sporting events for tourists and locals alike, to 
chase away the winter blues. Ice carving demonstrations and 
competitions, and ski races, snow golf and snow volleyball. 
Participant entry fees for sporting events. (802) 777-5510. 
www.stowewintercarnival.com.

Montshire Igloo Build 
Norwich, VT • February 14, 2015

Learn to build an igloo and other snow dwellings from 
expert Dr. Bert Yankielun, engineer, adventurer, inventor and 
author. Discover the structural secrets of building with snow 
and try your own hand at building an igloo strong enough to 
support the weight of a polar bear! Also indoor activities and 
presentations throughout the day. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Admis-
sion. (802) 649-2200. www.montshire.org.

20th Annual Magic Hat Mardi Gras 
Burlington, VT • February 27-28, 2015

Friday night music at Higher Ground. Festivities start 
at noon downtown with musical performances, a costume 
contest, free photo booth, and family-friendly activities. A 
parade with fl oats down Main St. with beads, moonpies, 
and Lake Champlain Chocolates! Live music on the Church 
Street Stage. (802) 658-2739. www.magichat.net.

Green Mountain Film Festival 
Montpelier, VT • March 20-29, 2015

Downtown Montpelier turns into a cinephile’s dream 
bringing foreign and independent fi lms to Vermont, taking 
each viewer on a journey around the world. Special guests, 
discussions and a 48-hour fi lm slam. Admission. (802) 262-
3423. www.gmffestival.org.

Flames Stables
Route 100 South, Wilmington, VT

(802) 464-8329
�

Scenic Year-Round
Trail Rides: $25 for 40 Min.
Children Over 6 Can Ride Alone

~ By Reservation ~
Great Family Fun at the Lowest Prices Around!

Every Saturday
November Through March

10 am – 2 pm
Holiday Hours 10-3

On Dec 6, Dec 13 & Dec 20

At the River Garden
153 Main St., Brattleboro, VT 

W I N T E R
F A R M E R S
M A R K E T

BRATTLEBOROBRATTLEBORO

Farm Fresh • Local • Handmade • Homemade 
Great Local Food Lunches & Live Music 

A Wonderful Selection of Gifts • Debit & EBT Cards Welcomed

Teacher Treasures
A Teacher Resource Store & More!

Scrapbooking Materials & Gently 
Used Books/Lending Library

“A Hands-On Store”

School Year Hours:
2–5 pm Wed–Fri and 10–5 on Sat 

(802) 365-4811 • (802) 365-4426 fax
Cynthia W. Nau • sindy@sover.net

Right on Rt. 30—just north of Newfane Village
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photo by Nancy Cassidy
Young Holstein and Jersey heifers gather in their pasture in the early winter in East Brookfi eld, VT.

Seasons of Early Winter
by Bill Felker

Th e Week the Pear Leaves Fall
When sunset reaches its earliest time of the year, the brittle 

leaves of the pear trees fall. This is the time during which 
witch hazel blossoms wither, and the last of the golden 
beeches, the willows, osage and oaks come down. 

The corn and soybean harvests are usually complete all 
around the county, and development of winter wheat ceases 
in the cold. New garlic shoots are fi rm and green, but they’ve 
stopped growing and remain at their middle-autumn height. 
The Christmas tree harvest has begun, and the last poinset-
tias have come north.

Even though this is one more week of endings, it is not a 
week of stasis. Spruces are growing new needles. If snow 
is delayed, caraway and henbit can be fl owering in the sun, 
and a dandelion or a periwinkle will open in scattered fi elds 
and lawns. In the warmest microclimates, fresh chickweed, 
which sprouted at the end of the summer, could be blossom-
ing. Catnip sometimes grows back beside thistle, moneywort, 
chickweed, wild geranium, leafcup, henbit and yarrow.

In greenhouses and sunrooms, tomatoes sown in July will 
be getting ripe as December approaches. Marigolds, zinnias, 
impatiens and other bedding plants saved from the cold may 
still be fl owering. Yellow and pink hibiscus fl owers will 
blossom, opening before dawn, fading and falling by three 
in the afternoon. 

Th e Season of Winter Clarity
Early winter brings a clarity and new vision that the other 

seasons lack. The fi nal leaves of the year come down; they 
leave the world completely bare and revealed for the fi rst 
time since April. The year seems fi nite and approachable 
now, its secrets open. In the hundred days that lie ahead, 
there is enough time to look at everything, time to enumer-
ate at leisure the complex remnants of the summer, rebuild 
the past and document its progress with simple, reassuring 
measurements, examining seed pods, collecting the dead 
grasses, hunting for cocoons. 

In winter, most things can be listed on one or two hands. 
Instead of the thousands of species of insects, some spinning 
cranefl ies and a few pale moths are usually the only bugs 
about. The absence of migratory birds magnifi es the rattle 

of the remaining downy woodpeckers, isolates the calling of 
the crows, the chatter of sparrows, chickadees, titmice and 
kingfi shers. Solitary sparrow hawks are back to hunt mice. 
Only a few ducks overwinter on the rivers. When a cardinal 
sings, it is a welcome lonely prophesy of spring, as precious 
for its rarity as for its beauty. 

Instead of hundreds of wild fl owers changing the landscape 
weekly, winter brings the gift of constancy. Basal leaves of 
thistle and garlic mustard lie fl at, close to the ground; they 
remain passive and unmoving under the snow until March. 
Sleek heads of ironweed, dry and soft, wait for sparrows week 
after week. Only one fl ower blossoms in the warmest years: 
the skunk cabbage in the swamp; it often stays in bloom all 
winter, long enough for almost anyone to fi nd it. 

A Week of Winter Color
As early winter settles in across the center of the Northern 

Hemisphere, the colors of the newly revealed landscape 
catch the eye more easily. Hawthorn berries, holly berries 
and rose hips stand out now. Brown-barked river birches, 
white birches and sycamores contrast with the black trunks 

Wood Roasted BBQ 
Two Locations 

This Winter
At the Okemo Southface Chair Lift

Open Seven Days 10 am –3 pm
and

The Ludlow Country Store
— 471 Rt. 103 S., Ludlow, VT —

Open Daily 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays

Take Out & Catering, Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner,
 BBQ & Deli Sandwiches and Platters, Salads, 
Vermont Cheeses, Homemade Soups & Sides,

 Cold Beer & Wines, T-Shirts, 
Vermont Gifts & Maple Products

Let Us Cater Your 
Holiday Party or Family Gathering 
Our Delicious BBQ & Homemade Sides 

Will Please Everyone!

squeelsonwheels.com   
(802) 228-8934 • see us on Facebook

Grooming & Boarding…NaturallyGrooming & Boarding…Naturally
Doggie Daycare

Natural Foods & Pet Supplies

“The Red Barn” at #21 Route 106
N. Springfield, VT • (802) 886-5000

Mon–Fri 8–6, Sat 8–2

willowfarmvermont.comwillowfarmvermont.com

Willow Farm Pet ServicesWillow Farm Pet Services

of oaks and elms. Red-twigged dogwoods shine against the 
snow. Raspberry bushes keep some purple to their leaves. 
Japanese honeysuckle, like the pines, spruce and juniper, is 
still green. All the bittersweet hulls have fallen from their 
vines, but many of the orange berries remain attached

The clear springs that wander through the river bottoms 
are streaked with cress, ragwort and buttercup foliage, oases 
of summer, almost never overcome by winter. Now barberry 
shows off its scarlet berries better than at any other time of 
year. Clumps of orange mushrooms sometimes grow on a 
fallen tree. Blood-red staghorns remain on the sumacs. Hardy 
fl owering cabbage and kale show off their rainbows.

The leaves dapple the ground with brindle chromatics, 
bronze, cinnamon, hazel, fawn, chocolate. The champagne 
seed heads of the goldenrod and ironweed, the soft russet 
of the knotweed foliage, dead but hanging to its stubborn 
six-foot stalks, are set against the dove-colored sky.

Th e Week the Days Begin to Lengthen
As daylight starts to increase, spring is waiting: new 

daffodil and tulip leaves lie just below the surface of the 
mulch, and the tips of crocus crouch in their beds. With each 
thaw, dock, leafcup, buttercup, mint, ragwort, sweet rocket, 
plantain, thistles, great mullein, moneywort, red clover, 
celandine, forget-me-not, wild onion, henbit, and ground ivy 
foliage push every-so-gradually toward March. Multifl ora 
rose buds swell in the sun. One or two pussy willow catkins 
crack in the sun. In warmer, southern exposures, moss can 
be long and fl ushed. 

Sometimes a fat camel cricket will emerge in your kitchen 
at night, searching for sustenance. In the warmth of green-
houses, bedding plant seeding is fully underway, and young 
plants scheduled to be sold in April and May can have four 
to six leaves by now. In the chicken house, pullets which will 
produce summer eggs are hatching. White-tailed bucks in 
their gray winter coats are starting to drop their antlers. On 
farms, expectant ewes, does and cows quietly nurture their 
babies to be born in early spring.

Your headquarters for all your traditional 
holiday evergreen decorations.

— Opening November 28 —
Route 103N, Chester, VT

12 miles south of Ludlow, VT

“Our Wishes to You for Prosperity, Health & Goodwill”

Stone Village Farmers 
Market & Garden Center

Christmas 
Trees & 
Wreaths

ADOPT a PET

Springfi eld Humane Society, Inc.
401 Skitchewaug Trail, Springfi eld, VT 

(802) 885-3997 • www.spfl dhumane.org

Open Wed–Sat
12–4:30 pm

Closed Sunday, 
Monday & Tuesday

 Dummerston, VT • (802) 254-2146
MOUNTAIN MOWINGS FARM

Tickle Your Pickle Palate!

Maple Icycle • Mustard Crock • Cooler Dill
Bread & Butter • Maple Cinnamon • Dilly Bean

Peppered Pickles 

With Hickin’s Pickles

We ship—call to order or see us the 
Brattleboro Farmers Market, Saturdays 10-2.

Advice From
Poor Robin’s Almanac

Now that the time has come wherein
Our Saviour Christ was born,
The larder’s full of beef and pork,
The granary’s full of corn,
As God hath plenty to thee sent,
Take comfort of thy labours,
And let it never thee repent
To feed thy needy neighbours.

—ANON.
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A multitude of antiques, collectibles and crafts. 
Over 250 booths featuring fi ne furniture, folk art, quilts, 
jewelry, primitives, farm implements, books and bottles.

Open Daily 10 am to 5 pm. 
(802) 875-4477 • Route 103, Chester, VT. 

Eight miles west of Exit 6, I-91.

Stone 
House

ANTIQUES CENTER

An Eclectic Boutique 
Home of Sharon’s Shawls

Clothing from around 
the world and special 

treasures from Vermont.

Open Daily, Sunday by Chance
www.countryonthecommon.com

ON THE
COUNTRY

COM MON

80 The Common, Chester, VT • 802-875-3000

Rural Needs From A To Z

Est.
1952

A…Animal Traps & Repellents
B…Bulk Bird Seed
C…Canning Jars to 1/2 Gallon
D…Day Glo Dog Vests
E…Electric Fencing
F…Fence Panels: ¼” Wire, 16’, 4 Styles
G…Good Gloves and Mittens
H…Heat Tape, Hand Warmers
I…Ice Walkers
J…Jolly Balls & Jingle Bells
K…Kids’ Gloves & Mittens
L…Leader Evaporator Dealer
M…METALBESTOS Chimney
N…Nest Boxes & Nest Eggs
O…Organic Feeds & Fertilizers
P…Pet Foods & Supplies
Q…Quality Hand Tools
R…Rosin & Roof Rakes
S…Stove Pipe 3”–10” & Fittings
T…Tanks, Tubs, & Totes
U…UVM Soil Tests
V…Vermont-made Products
W…Wire, Welded & Woven
X…Xtra Service
Y…Yard Hydrants & Parts
Z…Ziploc Freezer Bags

R. B. Erskine, Inc.
Grain & Supplies
Chester Depot, VT

802-875-2333Mon-Fri, 7:30-5:00; Sat 7:30-3:00

Good Service • Everyday Low Prices 
Much, Much More

GREEN MOUNTAIN FEEDS
Certifi ed Organic

Now
Stocking

• Blue Bufffalo
• Fromm
• Dave’s Natural
• Special Orders

527 North St., Chester, VT • (802) 875-7500

SIMPLY COUNTRY

Open:
Mon–Sat 10–5 

Sun 11–4
Closed 

Tues & Wed
Simply Country
Country 
Décor

Furniture
Primitives

103103
ArtisansArtisans

MarketplaceMarketplace
We are fi lled to the brim with

handcrafted gifts for all
12 days of Christmas!

Stocking stuffers, offi ce,
and hostess gifts, as well as
those on Santa’s ‘nice’ list.

Gift wrapping, hot mulled cider,
cookies and holiday cheer!

Open every day 10-5 pm
(closed Tuesdays)

Route 103, Chester, VT
One mile south of the green

802-875-7400
103artisansmarketplace.com

photo by Billings Farm & Museum
Christmas in the 1890s farmhouse at Billings Farm & Museum in Woodstock, VT.

Woodstock, VT

Christmas at Billings Farm & Museum
Discover the traditions of a late 19th century Vermont 

Christmas with a visit to the Billings Farm & Museum, 
gateway to Vermont’s rural heritage. Christmas at the Bill-
ings Farm will be featured on weekends in December and 
December 20 – January 1, 2015, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. (excluding 
Christmas Day). 

Tours of the authentically decorated farmhouse, visits to 
the dairy farm for interactive programs including Introduc-
tion to Milking and Milking the Herd at 3:15 p.m. each day, 
holiday activities, plus the Academy Award® nominee fi lm, 
A Place in the Land will be offered.

Like most New England states,Vermont did not widely 
celebrate Christmas until late in the 19th century. It was not 
until 1890, when the farmhouse at the Billings Farm was 
completed, that Christmas became recognized as a holiday in 
all states. At that time, celebrations were much simpler than 
they would become in the 20th century. Families enjoyed the 
holiday, but still had cows to milk, ice to cut, and wood to 
saw. A few gifts, a special meal, and the gathering of friends, 
were noteworthy in an otherwise typical day.

Decorations of the period included fresh greens draped 
over mantels, windows, and staircases throughout the house. 
Small trees, packed in a jar or butter tub and placed on a 
tabletop were common. Many of the ornaments refl ected 
an agricultural tradition, including strands of cranberries, 
popcorn, or dried apples that circled the tree. Apples stud-
ded with cloves, “exotic” oranges, silvered (foil-covered) 
chestnuts, painted pinecones, and acorns complemented 
the handmade paper ornaments, which rounded out many 
a tree’s decorations.

In Woodstock, turn-of-the-century businesses advertised 
their wares for Christmas gifts. Most gifts were useful domes-
tic items: fabric, clothing, umbrellas, linens, crockery, and 
carpet sweepers. Homemade, handcrafted items including 
fancy mittens, satin bows, and stockings fi lled with candies, 
nuts, and raisins were among the most common gifts given 
on Christmas Day.

Highlights of the Holiday Season
December 6 & 7: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Making Christmas 

silhouettes & poppers; candle dipping.
December 12, 13, & 14: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Woodstock’s 

Wassail Celebration—Making historic Christmas ornaments 
and pomanders and candle dipping. Sunday, December 14 – 
Horse-drawn sleigh or wagon rides, 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

December 20 to 24: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Making Christmas 
silhouettes & poppers and candle dipping.

Closed Christmas Day—Merry Christmas!
December 26 to January 1: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Christmas 

Week—Making historic Christmas pomanders, ornaments 
or, snowfl akes; candle dipping. Horse-drawn sleigh or wagon 
rides. Sledding with jack jumpers, if snow conditions permit 
from 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

The Billings Farm & Museum is owned and operated by 
The Woodstock Foundation, Inc., a charitable non-profi t 
institution founded by Mary French and Laurance Spelman 
Rockefeller. 

Billings Farm is an operating Jersey dairy farm that con-
tinues a 143-year tradition of agricultural excellence and 
offers farm programs and historical exhibits that explore Ver-
mont’s rural heritage and values. Open daily May 1 through 
October 31, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., weekends Nov. – Feb., and 
Christmas & Presidents’ weeks, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission: 
adults: $14; 62 & over: $13; children 5-15: $8; 3-4: $4; 2 & 
under: free. The Farm & Museum is one-half mile north of 
the Woodstock village green on Rt. 12. For information call 
(802) 457-2355 or visit www.billingsfarm.org.
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The Pharmacy, Inc. 
The Pharmacy-Northshire 

Your community pharmacy for over 40 years 

Corner of North & Gage Streets 
Bennington, VT 05201 

(802) 442-5602 

34 Ways Lane 
Manchester Center, VT 05255 

(802) 362-0390 

Full Service Pharmacies 
Medical Supplies 
Orthopedic Supports 
Veterinary Products 
Delivery Available 

        Monday through Friday 

                 Hours: 
8am-7pm           Monday-Friday 
8am-6pm           Saturday 
9am-12:30pm    Sunday-Bennington 
9am-3pm           Sunday-Manchester 

Since 1954, an 
organization of 

Vermont enthusiasts 
whose objective is to 
visit the state’s 251 
towns and cities.

www.vt251.comwww.vt251.com
(802) 234-5039(802) 234-5039

“Buy Direct From a Farmer”

Open Year-Round, 9 am – 7 pm Daily
www.duttonberryfarm.com 

Dutton Berry Farm on Facebook

Rt. 11/30, 
Manchester, VT

(802) 362-3083
�

Rt. 9, W. Brattleboro, VT
(802) 254-0254

�
Rt. 30, Newfane, VT

(802) 365-4168

Christmas Trees
�Wreaths�

Evergreen Roping
 And Pinecone Wreaths

Come join the season’s festivities!
Watch us make our own wreaths and roping.

Tag Your Christmas Tree (Manchester only)
Special Wreath Orders Welcome!

�
Order Your Holiday Baked Goods—Pies, 
Cookies, Bread. Our Own Maple Syrup, 

Jams, Honey. Vermont Cheeses.
Fresh Harvest Produce—Winter Squash

50# Bags of Potatoes, Gilfeather Turnips, 
Brussels Sprouts, Cabbage, Carrots, Beets, 

Lettuce, Herbs, and all your favorite 
fresh vegetables! Fruit Baskets.

Apples From Our Own Orchard 
Over 12 Varieties! 

Sweet, Fresh Cider • Free Hot & Cold Samples.
Homemade Fudge in 20 Varieties

—Gift Certificates—

Bennington Museum Celebrates Festival of Trees

Faller Music Co.
SALES • SERVICE • RENTALS

–Percussion –Pianos
–Keyboards –Guitars
–Printed Music –Amps
–Band & Orchestral Instruments

170 N. Main St., “Downtown” Rt 7, Bennington, VT
802-442-4977 • 800-544-6792

“Life’s too short, Don’t forget to play”

�November 28 through December 30� 

You are invited to come and enjoy the Bennington Mu-
seum, all dressed up for the holiday season. The 18th An-
nual Festival of Trees will be on display from November 28 
through December 30. 

The museum is pleased to present a community-created 
exhibit of uniquely designed and decorated holiday trees. 
Some are whimsical, others are elegantly created, and all 
are inspired by the theme “Refl ections” and take inspiration 
from an object from the collection that refl ects or is refl ective 
and rarely on exhibit in the galleries. 

Artists and designers, local businesses, non-profi t and 
service organizations, and students in Bennington and sur-
rounding communities designed and created their displays 
for you to enjoy. The museum will be further adorned with 
decorations created by Joyce Hall and Hyacinthe Burnham. 
Added to these are the tabletop trees, decorated by elemen-
tary school classes from Bennington and surrounding com-
munities.

Annual Holiday Gala 
Saturday, December 6, 7–10 p.m.

On Saturday, December 6 from 7:00 to 10:00 p.m., Ben-
nington Museum hosts the premiere event of Bennington’s 
Holiday Season and the museum’s largest annual fundraiser, 
the Holiday Gala. After enjoying all the wonderful displays, 
continue celebrating as you enjoy innovative cuisine created 
by Chef Greg Roach of Wild Oats Market in Williamstown, 
cash bar with wine, spirits and signature drinks created for 
the occasion, dancing to music by the Jeff McRae Band, and 
spirited bidding on unique and diverse items in the silent auc-
tion, all while supporting the region’s foremost museum of 
art, history and innovation. Free childcare on site is offered, 
but space is limited, so call early. Tickets for the Gala are 
$70 per person for reservations paid for by November 14; 
$85 per person after November 14 and $150 per person for 
a Platinum Museum Supporter. Tickets may be purchased 
by calling the museum at (802) 447-1571.

Close to 50 auction items are in the silent auction which 
will be open from November 24 through the Gala on De-
cember 6. Stop in early and often at no charge to bid on that 
special gift while supporting the museum’s largest annual 
fundraiser.

Family Day and Children’s Shopping Day
Saturday, December 13, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Bring your family and friends and enjoy the museum while 
it is all dressed up for the holiday season. Admission to the 
museum is $3 for everyone (even Santa) on Family Day! Any 
child that brings a personal care item for an adult or child is 
admitted free. The discount applies to those under 18 only, 
but adults are welcome to bring a donation too! 

Visit with Santa from 1–3 p.m. Enjoy holiday-themed 
crafts and more. Some activities require a small additional 
fee, up to $4, but many are free! Thanks to the donations of 
friends of the museum, we are pleased to offer Children’s 
Shopping Boutique, just for kids. Children, ages 4 to 12, 
are invited to do their holiday shopping with us. Shoppers’ 
Helpers will be on hand to help children pick out presents 

photo courtesy of Bennington Museum
The Festival of Trees makes a grand display at the Bennington Museum.

for their friends and family members. Gifts range in price 
from $1–$7. Free gift-wrapping and gift tags are included. 
Explore the galleries, and then while the children are in the 
Children’s Shopping Boutique, indulge in a little shopping 
of your own. Specializing in Vermont-made products, the 
museum gift shop has items for every budget. Visit with 
Will Moses from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. when he will be in the 
museum gift shop for a book signing. Have some coffee and 
tea to warm you up. 

Visit the Children’s Forest! Students from classrooms in 
Bennington, Shaftsbury, Woodford, North Bennington, and 
Pownal have worked hard to decorate miniature trees that 
are on display. For $1, you can purchase a chance to win 
the tree of your choice. Winners will be drawn and notifi ed 
on December 16. 

There are so many ways to celebrate the holidays at the 
Bennington Museum! 

The museum is open every day except Wednesday through 
December from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission is adults $10, 
seniors and students 18 and over $9, children and students 
under 18 free. The museum is wheelchair accessible.

Bennington Museum is located at 75 Main St. (Rt. 9) in 
Bennington, VT. For more information call (802) 447-1571. 
Visit www.benningtonmuseum.org.

1835 Rt. 7A, Shaftsbury, VT
(802) 681-7419

Open: Mon–Fri 11–7
Sat 10–4, Closed Sun

Hydroponics
•

Grow Lights
•

Organic & 
Synthetic 
Fertilizers

•
Growing 
Medium
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pastriespies

SINCE 1994

Pies also available at:
River Bend Market
in Townshend, VT

The Colonial House
Inn & Motel in Weston, VT

Wayside Country Store
in West Arlington, VT

H.N. Williams Store
in Dorset, VT

The Market Wagon
in N. Bennington, VT

~ Homemade Pies ~
24 Delicious Assorted Varieties!

 Apple • Apple Crumb • Pumpkin • Mince • Pecan
Maple Walnut • Cherry • Blueberry • Summer Berry 
Raspberry Peach  • 29+ Varieties of Homemade Pies!  

Stollen and Yule Logs for the Holidays!
Quiche, Soup and Other Dinner Specialties

Chicken Pot Pie & Shepard’s Pie.
Coffee Cake, Sticky Buns, Cookies, and Breads. 

Special Orders Welcome (802) 824-4032.

Come Visit Our Retail Store
At Hearthstone Village, Rt. 100, 2 mi. S. of Londonderry, VT

Open Monday–Saturday,  8 am – 5:30 pm 

“Have a cup
of coffee or 
tea and a 
pastry in 

our cafe area 
and enjoy
the view!”

Fresh Baked or Oven Ready
Take One Home Today!

David Nunnikoven
Baker & Owner

God Bless the Litt le Th ings
God Bless the little things this Christmastide
All the little wild things that live outside
Little cold robins and rabbits in the snow
Give them good faring and a warm place to go
All the little young things for His sake who died
Who was a little thing at Christmastide.

—MARGARET MURRAY

BOB’S MAPLE SHOP 
Visit our display area and shop at

591 Richville Rd, Manchester, VT
At the Red Barn, 3.3 miles from Rt 11/30

Th e Best Pure Vermont Maple Syrup!

LOWEST PRICES!
Decorative Glass • Maple Candy

Volume Discounts 
Large Inventory

OPEN DAILY • (802) 362-3882  

Bob Bushee, Owner • www.bobsmapleshop.com

by Bill Felker
But let the months go round, a few short months,
And all shall be restored. These naked shoots
Barren as lances, among which the wind
Makes wintry music, sighing as it goes,
Shall put their graceful foliage on again,
And more aspiring and with ampler spread
Shall boast new charms, and more than they have lost.

—William Cowper

The Phases of the Sandhill Crane Migration Moon
And the Marauding Mouse Moon

As the sandhill cranes complete their migration to the 
warmer areas of the country, Early Winter settles across 
North America, and mice, having escaped the cold by enter-
ing your house, often emerge on colder evenings to explore 
your silverware drawers and pantry. December 6: The Sand-
hill Crane Migration Moon is full at 7:27 a.m. December 14: 
The moon enters its fi nal quarter at 7:51 a.m. December 21: 
The Marauding Mouse Moon is new at 8:36 p.m. December 
28: Moon enters its second quarter at 1:31 p.m.

The Sun
December 5, 2014 through January 8, 2015: Sun Stand-

ing Still Time. During this period, the sun’s declination 
remains at its lowest point of the year. December 21: Sun 
enters Capricorn. December 21: Winter Solstice at 6:03 p.m. 
December 24: The sun begins its ascent toward June today, 
shifting from a declination of 23 degrees and 26 minutes to 
23 degrees and 25 minutes. This day is the fi rst day of the 
Season of the Rising Sun, a period which divides the year 
into two equal halves and which lasts until the sun stops at its 
highest point above the horizon between June 19 and 23 and 
then begins to fall back towards winter solstice on June 24.

The Planets
Venus on December 5, low in the southwest in Sagittarius. 

Mars continues as a less obvious evening star, moving ret-
rograde once again and visible in Capricorn after sundown. 
Still in Leo, Jupiter rises after midnight, moving into the 
western half of the sky by sunrise. After disappearing in mid-
November, Saturn reappears in the morning in late December 
in Libra, low in the southeast before sunup.

The Stars
December northeast, Libra in the southeast, the Milky Way 

along the northern horizon, Centaurus, Corvus, Crater and 
Sextans along the southern tree line.

The Shooting Stars
The Geminids appear in Gemini on December 13th and 

14th: The rising moon may interfere with meteor watching. 
The Ursids (near the Little Dipper) fall between December 
17th and 25th. The dark moon will favor viewing of these 
shooting stars as Christmas approaches.

Meteorology
Severer during the following periods: December 1–3, 

24–26, 31–January 1. It is probable that full moon on 
December 6 will intensify. New moon on December 21 is 
likely to bring stronger-than-average storms to Vermont as 
deep winter approaches, increasing the likelihood of a very 
white Christmas.

Peak Activity Times for Livestock, 
Fish, Game and Dieters

Fish, game, livestock and people barometer is falling one 
to three days before the weather systems that arrive near the 
following dates: December 2, 7, 13, 17, 23, & 30.

photo by Nancy CassidySheep graze in an early winter pasture in Williamstown, VT.

A Vermont Almanack for Early Winter
Visit

 Taylor Farm

Visit
 Taylor Farm

A New Vermont Tradition! 
Visit our Farm Store for Vermont 
cheeses, raw milk, baked goods, 

honey, syrup and more.
Come for a seasonal horse-drawn 

sleigh or wagon ride!
825 Rt. 11 West, Londonderry, VT

(20 min. from Manchester or Stratton) 
(802) 824-5690 • taylorcheese@comcast.net

www.taylorfarmvermont.com

Sleigh and Wagon Rides
Karl Pfister • 802-824-4663

Landgrove, VT

Dogs, Cats & Other Pets 
Available for Adoption

Tuesday 11-3:30
Wednesday 11-7

Thursday 11-3:30
Friday 11-7

Saturday 11-3:30
Sunday open house 12-3

Closed Monday

6779 Rt. 7A, Shaftsbury, VT
(802) 375-2898

www.2ndchanceanimalcenter.org 

Vermont 511
Current Road Conditions A Phone-Call Away

A Free Service of the State of Vermont
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Black Sheep Yarns, 25 Stonewall Lane 
just off Route 30, in Dorset, VT. (802) 362-2411

Call for Hours. Closed Tuesdays

Come 
and

See Us

Durable, Tough 
Clothes That Last

Rain Defender Rutland 
Thermal-Lined Hooded 

Zip-Front Sweatshirt

Trumbull Flannel 
Plaid Shirt

Flannel Dungaree

Carhartt®

 Original Equipment Since 1889™

H.N. Williams Store
Family Owned and Operated Since 1840

2732 RT. 30, DORSET, VT 05251
(802) 867-5353

Every Christmas in my early childhood a neighbor, Anna, 
would bring us a tin gift box fi lled with her delicious home-
made German Christmas cookies—all colorfully decorated 
and with an unforgettable taste and fl avor. Mother would 
hide them and ration them out carefully. They were just too 
good to eat up all at once, something my brother Fred and I 
could have managed easily.

Anna, from Germany, and her partner Frank, from the 
Philippines, were housekeepers for a well-to-do neighbor, 
Mr. Baldridge, whose estate included a dairy herd, riding 
horses, and kennel fi lled with beagles trained to hunt. 

We got to know Anna and Frank, as my brother and I would 
go to Mr. Baldridge’s farm two or three times a week to pick 
up quarts of milk in our small 
four-wheel tin cart (made in 
USA, not China). On the way 
to the barns we would have 
to pass a giant bull that was 
housed in a wooden pen quite 
close to the road. We were safe enough, we fi gured, but still 
we always pulled the cart along the opposite side of the road 
when going back and forth past the bull.

The farm estate included a separate house for Anna and 
Frank, several barns and buildings, a dairy, stalls for horse, 
and a kennel for the large number of beagles that had been 
trained to hunt. Their dog master and horse trainer, Dick, 
was friendly and obliging although Fred and I, for the most 
part, stayed away from the kennels because the closer we 
got the louder the beagles yapped.

A small herd of Guernsey cows were managed by a farmer, 
Clyde, who did the milking by hand as that was before milk-
ing machines were available. The raw milk was stored in a 
cooler in large milk cans. Those familiar cans along with 
maple sugar buckets are now collected as antiques. The milk 

was put in regular glass milk bottles where the cream fl oated 
to the top, unpasturized and unhomoginized. 

Our parents didn’t worry about drinking raw milk because 
Clyde kept the place spotlessly clean. Having worked later 
myself on dairy farms and seeing fi rsthand what a mess cows 
can leave, especially in the spring after eating all that green 
grass, this cow housing was hospital-clean and kept white 
with layers of lime.

On our trips to the estate Anna would often come out of 
their house and give us bouquets of fl owers to give to Mother. 
She kept up a friendship with Mother for many years, always 
remembering to bring fl owers in season and her German 
cookies at Christmas.

One fall Mr. Baldridge 
invited our family and other 
neighbors to follow a hunt 
to see his horses and dogs in 
action fi rsthand. The neigh-
borly group would be on foot 

slowly moving through the countryside. The hunt would run 
back and forth in a zigzag pattern in front of us.

Fred and I enjoyed watching the horses and riders maneu-
ver with the dogs which were continually yapping and louder 
than ever. We did see them get a rabbit and to our amazement, 
dog master Dick went into the middle of the pack pushing 
the dogs aside and giving them orders. 

We learned later he was only trying to retrieve a rabbit’s 
paw—a trophy of the hunt, but not a good luck symbol for 
the dead rabbit. The dogs had not been fed for a day or two 
before the hunt so they were extra eager to take down a rabbit 
or fox. My brother and I didn’t say much but I’m sure we 
felt badly for the rabbit. After all we were keeping alive a 
menagerie of animals at home including snakes and turtles, 
tropical fi sh, and even white mice and horned lizards.

The hunting party moved back to Mr. Baldridges mansion 
for the celebratory post-hunt meal. The large dining room 
table was fi lled with foods: a roast ham at one end and a roast 
turkey at the other. In between were platters of fall vegetables, 
breads and rolls, condiments, and hors d’oeuvers. 

The guests seemed more interested in having drinks and 
there we saw Frank in butler’s garb manning the bar. Anna 
was busy making sure the guests knew there was food, too. 
At one point the dog master Dick came in still splattered 
with some blood and mud to receive thanks and praise from 
us spectators.

Meanwhile Fred and I had discovered a buffet with the 
desserts: cakes and cookies and pumpkin pies and even a 
plum pudding. We quickly got onto the plum pudding which 
had been generously fl avored with brandy. We were years 
away from alcoholic beverages and didn’t like the taste of 
what we called grown-up drinks. But this plum pudding was 
something special. 

Fred and I were well into our second helping when mother 
unexpectedly showed up and ended our dessert binge. Here 
was a case when mothers seem to know their children may 
be in trouble or in some kind of mischief. Even out of sight 
we knew mother was watching over us. When I was little I 
once pulled the hair aside on the back of her head because I 
was sure she had eyes there, too.

It was not long after this that Mr. Baldridge died and the 
estate and farm were sold off. He was thoughtful enough to 
give Anna and Frank their house for keeps and provided an 
income to see them into old age. I gather he looked after the 
needs of farmer Clyde and the master of the dogs, Dick, too.

A Christmas never comes and goes that I don’t think of 
Anna and her German Christmas cookies. You see stollen 
and pfefferneusse and springerle and lebkuchen during the 
holidays at some bakeries. But none have ever matched the 
real German Christmas cookies that Anna made.

Way Back Th en
Anna’s Real German Christmas Cookies

by Charles Sutt on

“Fred and I were well into our second 
helping when Mother unexpectedly 

showed up and ended our dessert binge.”

Green Mountain Club
4711 Waterbury-Stowe Road, 
Waterbury Center, VT 05677

(802) 244-7037 • greenmountainclub.org

photo by Elizabeth Sutton
Charles Sutton, circa 1939.

photo by Elizabeth SuttonCharles’ older brother Freddie Sutton, circa 1939.

Vermont 511

Current Road Conditions  
Are a Phone-Call Away

A Free Service of the State of Vermont 

Spiritual, Healing & Teaching CenterSpiritual, Healing & Teaching Center
Experience, learn & grow Experience, learn & grow 

to heal yourself & your life!!!to heal yourself & your life!!!

432 Kelley Hill Rd, Pawlet, VT432 Kelley Hill Rd, Pawlet, VT
(802) 325-3880(802) 325-3880

heronbrookhaven@yahoo.comheronbrookhaven@yahoo.com
www.heronbrookhaven.orgwww.heronbrookhaven.org
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Welcome!

For all your on-the-road needs!

Mt. Tabor Country Store
Rt. 7, Mt. Tabor, VT • (802) 293-5641

Groceries, Cold Beer & Soda, Ice, Videos.
Citgo Gas, Diesel, Self-Storage Rentals.

Store Open 6 am – 8 pm, Sunday 7 am – 7 pm
�

Full Deli: Pizza, Hot Dogs, Salads, 
Cold Cuts, Sandwiches Made to Order

Daily dinner specials including: meatballs, shrimp, 
chicken fi ngers, deluxe hamburgers. 

Open till 7:30 daily, 6:30 Sunday.

Finely Crafted Ironwork for the Home

Vermont Forgings
hand forged iron

Specializing in Hand-Forged 

Fireplace Accessories

Lighting

Plant Hangers

Hooks & Coat Racks

Custom Work Accepted
Working Blacksmith Shop & Gallery
—Family Owned & Operated Since 1984—

41 Cook Dr. at Rt. 7, just south of Wallingford, VT
(802) 446-3900 • open daily 

www.vermontforgings.com

Lebkuchen
Boil four pounds of honey with an equal amount of sugar, 
then add one pound of split almonds, one pound of citron 
cut small, the grated rinds of four lemons, half an ounce of 
nutmeg, half an ounce of cloves, three ounces of cinnamon. 
The mass should be stirred whilst the above substances are 
added. Then add one tumbler of brandy, and stir into the 
mixture six pounds of fl our. Roll out to a quarter inch thick-
ness, keeping the dough warm; cut into small cakes, bake at 
once in a hot oven and ice with lemon icing.

—Mrs. Rorer’s New Cook Book, 1902

Whether we bake them or whether we buy them, Christ-
mas cookies spell the magic of the season. We all have our 
traditional favorites but we also search for that long-lost 
fl avor of the past—something our great aunt used to make, 
or our grandmother, perhaps now deceased, used to talk 
about, something we can’t quite remember but hunger for. 
Here are a few recipes that might fi ll the bill.

Orange Pfeffernüsse
A new twist on an old holiday favorite, with a zesty orange 
fl avor. This German favorite is a great cookie with which to 
celebrate the season.

2½ cups fl our 1 cup honey
½ teaspoon baking soda 1 egg
½ teaspoon salt Grated rind of one orange
¼ teaspoon black pepper 4 tablespoons butter, 
½ teaspoon baking powder    melted and cooled
1 teaspoon cinnamon Confectioners’ sugar

Preheat oven to 350°F. In a medium bowl, combine fl our, 
baking soda, salt, black pepper, baking powder, and cinna-
mon. With a wooden spoon, mix until blended. Add honey, 
egg, rind, and butter. Stir until well blended. Roll dough into 
1-inch balls and place on a parchment-lined cookie sheet, 
spacing each 2 inches apart. Bake 12–15 minutes or until 
golden brown. Remove cookie sheet from the oven. Carefully 
roll warm cookies in confectioners’ sugar. Cool completely. 
Yield: 40 cookies.

—Sweet Maria’s Cookie Jar by Maria Bruscino Sanchez

Kipfel
These rich cookies from the former Yugoslavia have two 
attributes much-beloved in Eastern European cooking and 
baking: the use of sour cream in the pastry dough and a 
plump, dumpling-like shape. Preparation time 35 minutes. 
Bake 10-12 minutes. 
1⁄2 cup butter 11⁄4 cups ground nuts 
2 cups all-purpose fl our 1⁄2 cup granulated sugar
1⁄4 cup granulated sugar 1 tablespoon lemon juice
2 egg yolks 3⁄4 tsp. ground cinnamon 
1⁄2 cup dairy sour cream Sifted powdered sugar 
2 egg whites Ground cinnamon

In a medium mixing bowl cut butter into fl our until mixture 
resembles coarse crumbs. Stir in the 1⁄4 cup granulated sugar. 
Make a well in the center. Combine egg yolks and sour cream. 
Add to fl our mixture. Stir until mixture forms a ball. Divide 
dough in half. Keeping half of the dough tightly covered, on 
a lightly fl oured surface, roll other half of dough to 1⁄16-inch 
thickness. Cut into 4-inch rounds. For the fi lling, beat egg 
whites slightly. Add ground nuts, the 1⁄2 cup granulated sugar, 
lemon juice, and cinnamon. Spread a rounded teaspoon of 
fi lling onto each round to within 1⁄4 inch of edge. Roll up 
jelly-roll style; with seam sides down, press ends with tines 
of a fork to seal. Place on an ungreased cookie sheet, seam 
sides down. Bake in a 375˚ oven for 10–12 minutes or until 
lightly browned. Transfer cookies to a wire rack and cool. 
Sprinkle with a mixture of powdered sugar and cinnamon. 
Makes about 30 cookies.

—Cookies for Christmas by Jennifer Dorland Darling

Apricot Linzer Bars
Instead of the traditional raspberry-and-almond of the 
Viennese linzertorte these bars use apricots and hazelnuts.

1 cup hazelnuts (fi lberts) 1¼ cups all-purpose fl our
¾ cup butter, softened 1 cup granulated sugar
4 teaspoons unsweetened ¾ teaspoon ground cinnamon
   cocoa powder ¼–½ teaspoon ground cloves
1⁄8 teaspoon salt 1 egg
1 egg yolk ½ cup apricot preserves
Powdered sugar

Grease and fl our an 11x7x1½-inch baking pan. Blend or 
process hazelnuts until nuts are ground. Stir fl our into ground 
hazelnuts; set aside. For batter, in a large mixing bowl beat 
butter with an electric mixer on medium to high speed for 
30 seconds. Add granulated sugar, cocoa power, cinnamon, 
cloves, and salt. Beat until combined, scraping sides of bowl 
occasionally. Beat in egg and egg yolk until combined. Beat 
in as much of the fl our-nut mixture as you can with the 
mixer. Using a wooden spoon, stir in any remaining fl our-nut 
mixture. Evenly spread about 2 cups of the batter into the 
prepared pan. Spoon apricot preserved over batter to within 
½ inch of edges. Drop remaining batter by spoonfuls over 
the preserves. Bake in 350° oven for 35–40 minutes or until 
lightly browned and a wooden toothpick inserted into batter 
comes out clean. Cool completely in pan on a wire rack. Sift 
powdered sugar over top before cutting into bars. Store in 
the refrigerator or freezer. Makes 15–24 bars.

—Cookies for Christmas by Jennifer Dorland Darling

Sweet Treats for the Holiday Season

Crispy St. Nicholas Cookies
These are Hungarian Christmas cookies. 

21⁄2 cups all-purpose fl our  1 large egg
1 tsp. ground cinnamon  2 teaspoons fi nely grated
1⁄2 teaspoon baking powder     lemon zest 
1⁄2 teaspoon salt 2 or 3 cookie sheets or 
8 tablespoons (1 stick)      jelly roll pans covered 
    unsalted butter, softened     with parchment or foil
1 cup sugar 

Combine fl our, cinnamon, baking powder, and salt; stir well 
to mix. Beat together the butter and sugar until light and whit-
 ened. Beat in the egg and lemon zest and continue beating 
until smooth and light. Scrape down the bowl and beater with 
a large rubber spat u la and add the fl our mixture. Continue 
mixing until the dough is smooth. Scrape the dough onto a 
piece of plastic wrap and press it into a square or rectangle 
about 1⁄2 inch thick. Wrap and chill until fi rm, about an hour 
or two. When you are ready to bake the cookies, set racks in 
the upper and lower thirds of the oven and preheat to 350°. On 
a fl oured surface, roll out a third of the dough at a time until 
it is about 1⁄8 inch thick. Use a cutter 2–3 inches in diameter, 
or any kind of dec o ra tive cutter you wish. Dip it fre quent ly 
in fl our. As they are cut, place the cookies on the prepared 
pans about an inch apart in all directions. Re peat with the 
remaining dough. Save, press together, chill, and reroll the 
scraps to make more cookies. Bake the cook ies 15–20 min-
 utes, or until they fi rst be come dull and dry-looking and feel 
slightly fi rm when pressed with a fi ngertip. If you over bake 
the cookies, they will be very dry. Slide the papers from the 
pans onto racks. Store the cooled cook ies be tween sheets of 
parch ment or wax paper in a tin or plastic con tain er with a 
tight-fi tting cover. Makes about 36 cookies.

—Cookies Unlimited by Nick Malgieri

Ten-room house, original fea-
tures. With post and beam an-
tique carriage house. Buildings 
need restoration. Just under two 
acres, beautiful views, close to 
Long Trail. Asking $95,000. Call 
for details: (802) 772-7463.

1837 Greek Revival House for Sale—Danby, VT

82 South Main Street 
Danby, Vermont • 802-293-2820

Open Daily 10–5, closed Tues & Wed 

1820 HOUSE 
OF 

ANTIQUES
�

One Block Off Rt. 7

www.wendyedelson.com
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Mart’s Sporting Goods
Hunting & Fishing Supplies

85 Main St., Poultney, VT • Open 7 days
(802) 287-9022 • Martin VanBuren Jr.

Matthew’s Solo Cam Bows
Archery • Guns & Ammo
Air Rifl es & Lacrosse Boots

Muck Boots • Johnson Woolens

Stop In & Check Us Out!

NANCYNANCY'S PLACES PLACE
�Bakery, Breakfast, LunchBakery, Breakfast, Lunch� 

Order Your Holiday Pies Now Order Your Holiday Pies Now 
150 Main St., Poultney, VT • (802) 287-4769 150 Main St., Poultney, VT • (802) 287-4769 

Open Mon, Tues, Thurs Fri  7 am – 2 pmOpen Mon, Tues, Thurs Fri  7 am – 2 pm
Saturday & Sunday 8 am – 1 pm. Closed Wednesday.Saturday & Sunday 8 am – 1 pm. Closed Wednesday.

A Food Co-op
In downtown Poultney

Great Bulk Foods
By the pinch or by the pound

stonevalleymarket.com

216 Main St., Poultney, VT • (802) 287-4550

Sun–Fri: 
10–6 

Saturday:
10–7

TOM’S 
Bait & 
Tackle

Christmas Trees 
Starting Thanksgiving 

Weekend���
Just west of Rt. 30

Route 4A, Bomoseen VT���
Open 7 Days a Week

Hours: Mon–Sat 5 am – 6 pm, Sundays till 3 pm
(802) 265-8654 • tomsbait@comcast.net • Rob Steele

Becky‛s Sewing and Becky‛s Sewing and 
Horse Blanket RepairHorse Blanket Repair
Repair of Rips, Tears, & Straps. 
Cleaning, Water-Proofi ng, & Hardware 
Replacement. Personalization, 
Embroidery, & Alteration Available!
Becky Higgins (802) 438-2054
horseblanketrepair@live.com

CALL ME, I CAN FIX THEM!! 
4522 Walker Mtn. Rd., Clarendon Springs, VT

photo by Nancy CassidyNorthwoods moose on a cold winter day.

Rena’s Garden Market∏
Christmas Trees & Wreaths,

Garlands, Centerpieces, Kissing Balls 
Crafts, Honey & Maple Syrup. 

Oriental Food Products.

Rt. 30, Wells, VT • (802) 287-2060
Open daily 9-5,  Nov. 28 – Dec. 23

• Fine Art
• Crafts
• Antiques

Earth & Time
       Gift Gallery

Open Wed–Sat 10–5, Sun 12–5Open Wed–Sat 10–5, Sun 12–5
Closed Mon & TuesClosed Mon & Tues

5 Capron Lane/Route 30 5 Capron Lane/Route 30 

Wells, VT • (802) 783-8025Wells, VT • (802) 783-8025
2 miles north of Wells Village

Exclusive ‘Robert Hamblen’ GalExclusive ‘Robert Hamblen’ Galleryery

Gift  Baskets Made to Order
—We Ship and Deliver Locall y—

199 Main St, Poultney, VT
(802) 287-4621 • Tues-Sat, 2-6 pm
priscillassweetshoppe@gmail.com

Fine Chocolates • Old-Fashioned Candies
Truffl  es • Gift s • Ball oons • Gift  Certifi cates

BROWN’S ORCHARD & FARMSTAND
~ Christmas Trees, Wreaths & Swags ~

Rt. 30, 1 mile south of  Castleton Corners 
at Brown’s 4 Corners • Open daily • (802) 468-2297

Christmas arrangements. 
Order holiday pies now! 

Maple syrup, jams, jellies, 
honey, Vermont cheddar. 

Homemade pies, pastries, cider donuts, & sweet cider 

Great selection of special Vermont Products 

52 Main Street, Proctor, VT
Tues–Sat 9–3 • (802) 459-2750

www.vermont-marble.com

VERMONT 

MARBLE
MUSEUM

& 
GIFT SHOP

CHRISTMAS 
SALE! 

December 16–20
Danby White 
Oval Boards

ALL Cheese Tools

Verde Mini Bud Vases

Verde Paper 
Towel Holders

Verde 6” Salt Shaker 
& Pepper Mill Set

Go on a Winter Outing with 
The Green Mountain Club 

Winter is a great time to get outdoors for some exercise 
and fresh air. The Green Mountain Club offers winter hikes 
and snowshoe outings. Newcomers and non-members are 
welcome and it is free. For more outings and information visit 
www.greenmountainclub.org. Here are a few opportunities.

December 6, Hike Mt. Moosalamoo, Salisbury, VT. 
Tired of shopping ‘til you drop? Holiday Musak getting you 
down? Then dash over the river and through the woods to a 
winter wonderland on Mt. Moosalamoo. Fa la la la la la la la 
la. No purchase necessary. Leader: Mary Lou Recor, (802) 
660-2834 or mlrecor@myfairpoint.net

December 7, Snowshoe in Woodstock, VT. Snowshoe 
or Hike to Winturi Shelter via the Appalachian Trail. Bring 
lunch and water. Moderate. 7.6 miles. Leader: Michael Cher-
nick, (802) 249-0520 or chernick5@comcast.net.

December 13, Hike or Snowshoe Raven Ridge Natural 
Area in Monkton, VT. We’ll trek the 2.5 mile loop trail, 
which was completed last July by The Nature Conservancy. 
Several great summit views to the west. Leader: Ruth Pen-
fi eld (802) 388-5407 or ruthpenfi eld@gmail.com.

December 20, Texas Falls, Green Mountain National 
Forest, Hancock, VT. Hike or Snowshoe on the Texas Falls 
Nature Trail. Trail meanders through the forest along Texas 
Brook. Moderate diffi culty. Leader: Beth Eliason, (802) 
989-3909 or betheliason@gmail.com.

Green Mountain Club
4711 Waterbury-Stowe Road, 
Waterbury Center, VT 05677

(802) 244-7037 • greenmountainclub.org
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• Great prices
• Knowledgeable staff
• Personal service
• Big city selection in a country store

We are the area’s premier wine spot.
Castleton Village Store  (802) 468-2213
Open 8am - 9pm Daily
www.CastletonVillageStore.com

Memories Forever
A Country Gift Shop

53 Rt. 30N., Bomoseen, VT
Open Tues–Thurs 10–5, Fri 10–6, Sat 10–4

Hand-Painted Ornaments
Glass, Wood & Slate

Ellie Chiccarelli • 802-345-8799
On Facebook—Ellie Chiccarelli Memories Forever

On a frigid Sunday afternoon, an Open 
banner snaps in the sharp wind which whips 
around the Castleton Historical Society’s big 
brick Higley House on Main St. in Castleton, 
VT. Snow covers the ground, and ice-fi lled 
tire tracks run up close to the front porch.

The annual Christmas Open House and 
Carol Sing is always scheduled for a Sunday, 
and usually about fourteen people show up, 
but given the particular busyness of the sea-
son and the terrible cold, this day only eleven 
Historical Society members struggle against 
the balky front door and push into the wide 
entrance hall.

Before anyone arrives, my husband, who is 
a member of the board, goes down, as he does 
every year, and turns on the heat and snaps 
up the window shades so that winter light 
fl oods the east parlor, furnished with Higley 
family antiques, and the west music room, 
with its upright piano and 1950s photos of 
last occupants 
Edna and Mary 
Higley.

The Higleys 
were old-time 
Vermont Yan-
kee aristocrats, high thinkers and plain liv-
ers— and musical. This is the kind of genteel 
party that the social Misses Higley would 
have themselves thrown. 

Their fi nancially-successful nephew, Stu-
art Higley, the last Higley bearing the fam-
ily name, wound up living far away in New 
Canaan, Connecticut. In 1993, as a memorial 
to his aunts, he deeded his handsome family 
place over to the Castleton Historical Society.

The present society is small. There are 
about sixty members on the rolls, but many 
are people who live somewhere else. They 
support this organization because they ap-
prove of it, and because their families, or 
their forebears, once lived in town.

Today, Linda Splatt, retired Castleton 
Elementary School music teacher arrives 
promptly at two. She’s fresh from playing the 
piano at her Rt. 30 Fellowship Bible Church. 

Green Mountain Club
4711 Waterbury-Stowe Rd.

Waterbury Center, VT 05677
(802) 244-7037 

gmc@greenmountainclub.org
www.greenmountainclub.org

Off in the front parlor, Linda warms up, and is 
soon belting out a ragtime Merry Christmas 
Polka. The radiators click and bubble. 

The Higley House’s main room, the 
original kitchen, is a big space with a mas-
sive walled-up fi replace and views out two 
back windows toward a long, low carriage 
shed. Today, it has a table covered by a 
poinsettias-printed cloth and holding a 
cinnamon-scented candle which glows next 
to a miniature Christmas tree. 

All the women in this room are wearing 
yuletide red. Carol Thompson has a sparkly 
snowfl ake on her sweater. Jeanette and Phil 
Ranney arrive and settle down with Carol on 
a bench in front of the closed-up fi replace 
which the Higley ladies decommissioned 
when fi replaces were no longer needed and 
not particularly valued.    

Linda Splatt suggests it’s time to sing, 
and everyone moves, and groups themselves 

in front of her 
p i a n o ,  t h e i r 
backs to win-
dows fi lled with 
fading winter 
light. There are 

the soft sounds of radiators pinging and 
whistling. The gentle aroma of cinnamon 
candle creeps into the room.  

Linda plays The First Noel, and then pulls 
out, and rifl es through, her 1951 Winter Time 
Songbook. Five of the eleven Historical So-
ciety members sitting around the room have 
belonged for decades to church choirs and 
think they can handle anything Linda throws 
at them, but singing her next selection, It’s 
Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmas, 
when they reach the line “a pair of Hopalong 
boots and a pistol that shoots is the wish of 
Barney and Ben,” they stumble and falter, 
fi nally admit defeat, and everyone laughs. 

Janet Ranney calls for a pause in the 
singing and uses this break to recount the 
Christmas sleigh ride she took with her 
husband Philip sixty years ago at his par-
ents’ Scotch Hill farm in Fair Haven. The 

radiators click away. Outside, it grows darker.  
After “O Little Town of Bethlehem,” there’s 
some companionable old timers’ talk about 
Vermont things like spruce gum and Moxie. 

For “Silent Night”, the men sing the fi rst 
verse in sweet, determined voices that quaver 
a little, and then the women come in more 
confi dently for the second.

It’s time to visit the refreshment table. A 
top hat from the Historical Society’s costume 
collection is passed around holding slips of 
paper for a door prize, and Violet Lamthier 
wins a quart of maple syrup from the Castle-
ton Village Store. A label on the top hat—of 
which I have no memory—identifi es it as 
being found in the Manse and donated to the 
Historical Society in 2002 by Pamela Rehlen. 

It’s almost four. The party’s breaking up. 
In the front parlor, the room with the origi-

nal Higley furnishings and a replica of the 
Caswell/Blue Cat carpet, its grown warm 
and dark, and on a table in the far corner an 
old lamp with a low wattage bulb glows like 
an ember.

This is how many Vermont parlors would 
have looked in the 1930s. And this gathering 
is just the kind of Christmas party that would 
have been held here.

Pamela Hayes Rehlen has written and lived 
most of her life in Castleton, VT.  She is the 
author of many stories, articles, essays and 
magazine features and of two books, The 
Blue Cat and the River’s Song, and The 
Vanished Landmarks Game—Vermont 
Stories From West of Birdseye, available at 
the Castleton Village Store and at a number 
of Vermont bookstores.

“After ‘O Little Town of Bethlehem’ 
there’s some companionable old 

timers’ talk about Vermont things…”

Education Center at Kehoe

Program: 
Trapping Through the Ice 

February 7, 2015   
On 105 acres including a mix of 
grass, meadows, forests, and a 

stream, overlooking the beautiful 
Taconic Mountain Range. 

Natural resource education, outdoor 
recreation, and a meeting space for the 

Green Mountain Conservation Camp 
program, the Vermont Fish & Wildlife 
Department, and the local community. 

A trail system that winds through the property 
is open to the public to come and enjoy.

636 Point of Pines Road, Castleton, VT 05735
(802) 265-2279 • Education Center at Kehoe on Facebook

1846 Finel Hollow Rd., Poultney, VT
802-287-5745 • greenssugarhouse.com

��
Guided Tours • Free Samples

Mail Order • We Ship
Maple Syrup, Maple Cream & Candies, 

 Maple Specialties

Green’s
SugarhouseG

It’s Always Maple Time at 

Gift  Boxes for the Holidays!

Grass-Fed Beef & Pork 
Grain for Your Farm Animals from 
Depot Feeds. Affordable Prices!

Winter Squash, Onions, Carrots & more. Homemade 
Pickles, Jams & Jellies. Order Holiday Pies Now. 

Ray of Sunshine Bakery Products.

 i  i
Christmas Trees & Wreaths till December 24

Holiday Ornaments & Holiday Decor

NATURALLY GROWN PRODUCE FROM OUR 
FAMILY FARM IN CASTLETON & POULTNEY

FLANDERS FLANDERS 
FARM STAND & GREENHOUSESFARM STAND & GREENHOUSES

Open Daily 10 am – 7 pm
After Dec. 24 you can call in seven days a week to 

order and pick-up all meats, winter squash, onions, etc.  
Rt. 30, Castleton, VT • ½ mile so. of Castleton Corners

802-747-8119 • fl andersfarm@gmail.com

 �Fireside Chant�

Apple wood for fragrance,
Ash for violet glow,
Hornbeam, larch and sassafras,
Such lovely words to know.
Sycamore’s serenity,
Hickory’s embrace,
Oak to scatter golden sparks
Before the watcher’s face.

Juniper for incense,
Birch for fl ame and fl are—

Someone to come walking in 
With snowfl akes in her hair.
Darkness past the windows,
Wind above the eaves,
And friend to friend relating
The thoughts the heart believes.

Hemlock, spruce and poplar.
Say them softly now:
Chestnut, pine and mountain ash,
Beech and cherry bough.

—ESTHER WOOD

A Christmas Party 
At the Higley House

by Pamela Hayes Rehlen
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Off Rt. 22 in North Granville, NY.  Watch for signs!
www.rathbunsmaple.com

Specializing in Homemade Pancakes
with our own Pure Maple Syrup…

French Toast and Waffl es

� Gift Shop �
Rathbun’s is family-owned operating since 1961. A place where 

people are greeted with a smile and feel the comforts of home.

MAPLE SUGAR HOUSE

RESTAURANT
 

Open 
Sat & Sun 

7 am – 1 pm
518-642-1799

Rathbun’s

WHITEHALL ANTIQUES MALL
10120 Route 4 • Whitehall, NY

518-499-2915
OPEN DAILY 10–4 ~ CLOSED TUES

whitehallantiquemall.com

Jewelry • Glass • China • Tools • Paper 
Furniture • Glassware • Vintage Clothes

Coins • Ephemera • Books • Garden Statuary

10,000 SQ. FT.
MULTI DEALER

SHOP

FORT ANNE ANTIQUES

WE’RE OPEN 
ALL YEAR!

Just Over the Hill in Benson, VT • (802) 537-2755
“Wheel” Cater to You. Let us bring our famous food to your next party.

Breakfast, 
Lunch & Dinner

Every Day

— Daily Specials —
Full Service Bar

Vermont Country Dining at its Best
As always we serve real good, real food. 

We still bake our own bread and pies, and we serve 
our famous chicken and biscuits every Wednesday.

Commercial & Custom Cutting
U if!Ibuibxbz!Gbnjmz

Slaughter • Processing & Packaging • Labels

464 Stage Rd., Benson, VT
(802) 537-2811 • Mon–Fri, 8 am – 5 pm 

Maple Ridge Meats

Captivating Stories from Castleton

Order from the Castleton Village Store
P. O. Box 275, Main St., Castleton, VT 05735

(802) 468-2213 • castletonvillagestore@gmail.com
Visa, MC and AmEx accepted

Also available at a number of Vermont bookstores

Th e Vanished 
Landmarks Game
Vermont Stories from 

West of Birdseye
by Pamela Hayes Rehlen

$20 (plus $5 s&h)

�
Old-time and present-time 

people and places from 

west of Vermont’s Birdseye 

Mountain. Here are 

their stories. 

Th e Blue Cat 
And Th e River’s Song

by Pamela Hayes Rehlen
$17 (plus $5 s&h)

�
Th e Blue Cat was fi rst 

immortalized in an embroidered 

carpet from 1836, later in 

Catherine Coblentz’ 1949 

children’s story, Th e Blue Cat of 

Castle Town. Now he returns to 

tell his mesmerizing tale of the 

past 150 years.

4325 Main St., Port Henry, NY • (518) 546-7499
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 10 am–5 pm, Sat 1-3 pm

Fashion Corner
Storewide Sale

Bridal Gowns • Bridesmaid Gowns 
Mother of the Bride Dresses

Flower Girl Dresses • Tuxedos
Shoes • Prom Dresses  

Special Occasion Jewelry 

The Professor and his wife had stayed
Much later than they ever had since they bought the place.
For the fi rst time there were no waiting classes
For the Professor to get back to.
The long awaited retirement
Which he’d looked forward to and dreaded had come.
The week before the opening of the University
He had found himself in the hurried state of mind
That those days had brought on for nearly a half-century.
Then he gradually realized he didn’t have to go to anything.
Today life still seemed good to him 
As he turned from the fi re
To his favorite view down the valley.
The cold gray clouds portended snow
And the warmth of the fi re was cheering.
He almost wished they hadn’t planned to go South,
Even though that had long been a cherished part
Of the retirement years’ plan.

�Oh Sweet Content� 

He tried to imagine how it would look
When snow covered the valley.
He recalled his boyhood days on hills not so far away.
John Burke came in with an armful of wood,
Maple, fresh cut and smelling of sap.
The Professor spoke of that smell
Which reminded him of maple sugar time.
“Do you fi nd yourself sort of dreading the winter, John?”
John leaned over the hearth 
And shook the snow and sawdust
From his sheep-lined coat.
“Wal, Perfessor, it’s this way with me.”
He took off his cap and leaned against the mantel.
“Come late November, settin’ by th’ kitchin stove,
I sez t’ myself, I sez:
“M’ shed’s full o’ wood and th’ barn’s full o’ hay;
We got a barr’l o’ fl our in th’ butt’ry
And a crock ‘er more o’ pork 
And some fair cider down cellar.
And settin’ there b’ the kitchin stove
I hitches up m’ heavy wool socks
And I sez t’ m’ self, I sez,
“LET ’ER SNOW b’ Judast, LET ’ER SNOW!”’

—Walter Hard

Vermont Map

Marlboro

Benson

The Book Shed
(for 17 years your local used book store)
Is now Your New Book Store

Why drive to Burlington, Manchester, or Saratoga? Call or 
come in and order any new or in print book, pick it up in 
two days, pay list price! (Overnight delivery as low as $5)
We still have the books you want, or we can get them.

Lake & Stage Roads, Benson VT
(802) 537-2190 • thebookshed.com

Open Wed–Sun, 10–6

Worth a visit? One of the best 
in New England says Yankee Magazine!

��



Vermont Country
Calendar

See the end of the daily event calendar for ongoing 
activities, museums, exhibits, and galleries, and horseback 
riding and wagon rides.

DAILY EVENTS
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 27

BURLINGTON. 25th Annual Free Thanksgiving 
Community Dinner and Coat Drive. Coat drive starts at 10 
am (last year 100 were given away). Dinner from 10 am 
on. Sweetwaters, 120 Church St. (802) 864-9800. www.
sweetwatersvt.com.

MONTPELIER. 42nd Annual Free Community 
Thanksgiving Dinner. Everyone is welcome. Hosted by 
Washington County Youth Service Bureau. 11 am – 3 
pm. Bethany Church, 115 Main St. For delivery to the 
homebound in the Montpelier area, for more information, 
to volunteer or to make a donation, call (802) 229-9151. 
www.wcysb.org.

WELLS. Free Community Thanksgiving Dinner. 
Everyone is invited, Wells residents and beyond are 
welcome. Reservations not necessary but it helps if you 
call to let us know you are coming so we know how 
many turkeys to roast. Donations accepted but this dinner 
is free. If you want to donate food, call to let us know. 
Serving at 3 pm at Wells Village School, Rt. 30. (802) 
645-0934.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 28
CHESTER. Thanksgiving Open House at 103 Artisans 
Marketplace. Free refreshments, raffl es, door prizes, hot 
mulled cider, and holiday cheer! We’re fi lled to the brim 
with gifts for everyone on your list, from stocking stuffers 
to one of a kind pieces for that special someone! Three 
raffl e prizes: fi rst prize a blown glass bowl by artist Daniel 
Reed; second prize, a basket fi lled with Vermont specialty 
foods; third prize, a box of our delicious chocolates. 10 am 
– 5 pm. 103 Artisans Marketplace, Rt. 103 & 7 Pine View 
Rd. (802) 875-7400. www.103artisansmarketplace.com. 
Through November 30. 

DORSET. 3 Pears Gallery Open House Holiday Weekend. 
Celebrating our fi rst year anniversary on the Dorset 
Green. Holiday open house serving heirloom Christmas 
treats and refreshments. Our 10 signature Christmas trees 
are exquisitely decorated with fi ne art and artisan décor, 
adorned with affordably priced works of art and stocking 
stuffers that are perfect for gifts. The Upstairs Little Pear’s 
Children’s Boutique offers handsewn, handcrafted toys, 
clothes & decor. Free and casual. 11 am – 6 pm. 3 Pears 
Gallery, 41 Church St. (802) 770-8820. On Facebook. Also 
November 29 & 30. 

POULTNEY. Annual Christmas Craft Fair. Beautiful 
handcrafted items and gifts, quilts, soap, jewelry and 
paintings, home baked goods and country treats, locally 
produced specialty foods, local fall apples and fresh cider, 
fresh balsam wreaths, maple syrup and Christmas 
decorations. Free admission. Sponsored by the Lakes 
Region Farmers Market. 10 am – 4 pm. Poultney High 
School Gym, 153 E. Main St. (Rt. 140) just off Rt. 30. For 
information call Jamie Condrill at (802) 287-9570. Also 
November 29.

PUTNEY. 36th Annual Putney Craft Tour. Thanksgiving 
weekend open studios—a Top Ten Winter Event. Free. 10 
am – 5 pm. For a complete listing of artists and a map, go 
to www.putneycrafts.com. (802) 258-3992. 
prime@svcable.net. Through November 30.

WOODSTOCK. Thanksgiving Weekend at Billings Farm 
& Museum. Admission: adults $14, 62 & up $13, ages 
5-15 $8, 3-4 $4, under 3 free. 10 am – 3:30 pm. Billings 
Farm & Museum, Rt. 12 & River Rd. (802) 457-2355. 
info@billingsfarm.org. www.billingsfarm.org. Through 
November 30.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 29
BELMONT. Holiday Open House. Many gift ideas—shop 
locally. Refreshments and raffl e, win a holiday needlepoint 
pillow!10 am – 4 pm. Stouffer Gallery & Gift Shop, 250 
Maple Hill Rd. (802) 259-2686. www.stephaniestouffer.
com. Also November 30.

BENNINGTON. “Refl ections” Festival of Trees. 
Admission: adults $10, seniors and students 18 and over 
$9, children and students under 18 are free. Open every 
day except Wednesday 10 am – 5 pm, closing at 1 pm 
on December 24 & 31. Bennington Museum, 75 Main 
St. (802) 447-1571. benningtonmuseum.org. Through 
December 30.

CHESTER. Thanksgiving Open House at 103 Artisans 
Marketplace. Free refreshments, raffl es, door prizes, hot 
mulled cider, and holiday cheer! We’re fi lled to the brim 
with gifts for everyone on your list, from stocking stuffers 
to one of a kind pieces for that special someone! Three 
raffl e prizes: fi rst prize a blown glass bowl by artist Daniel 
Reed; second prize, a basket fi lled with Vermont specialty 
foods; third prize, a box of our delicious chocolates. 10 am 
– 5 pm. 103 Artisans Marketplace, Rt. 103 & 7 Pine View 
Rd. (802) 875-7400. www.103artisansmarketplace.com. 
Also November 30. 

DORSET. Chamber Music Concert—Manchester 
Music Festival Presents French Delights. Tickets: 

adults $30; 18 and under $13. 4 pm at United 
Church of Dorset and East Rupert, 143 

Church St. For tickets or information call 
(802) 362-1956. www.mmfvt.org.

DORSET. 3 Pears Gallery Open House Holiday Weekend. 
Celebrating our fi rst year anniversary on the Dorset 
Green. Holiday open house serving heirloom Christmas 
treats and refreshments. Our 10 signature Christmas trees 
are exquisitely decorated with fi ne art and artisan décor, 
adorned with affordably priced works of art and stocking 
stuffers that are perfect for gifts. The Upstairs Little Pear’s 
Children’s Boutique offers handsewn, handcrafted toys, 
clothes & decor. Free and casual. 11 am – 6 pm. 3 Pears 
Gallery, 41 Church St. (802) 770-8820. On Facebook. Also 
November 30. 

LUDLOW. 35th Annual Ludlow Christmas Craft Fair. 
Free admission and free parking. 10 am – 4 pm. Black 
River High School, 43 Main St. (802) 228-2701.
 
POULTNEY. Annual Christmas Craft Fair. Beautiful 
handcrafted items and gifts, quilts, soap, jewelry and 
paintings, home baked goods and country treats, locally 
produced specialty foods, local fall apples and fresh 
cider, fresh balsam wreaths, maple syrup and Christmas 
decorations. Free admission. Sponsored by the Lakes 
Region Farmers Market. 10 am – 4 pm. Poultney High 
School Gym, 153 E. Main St. (Rt. 140) just off Rt. 30. For 
info call Jamie Condrill at (802) 287-9570.

RUTLAND. Winter Vermont Farmers’ Market. Local 
produce, crafts, prepared foods. Live music. EBT and 
debit cards. Saturdays 10 am – 2 pm and Wednesdays 4-7 
pm. Vermont Farmers, Food Center at 251 West St. in 
downtown Rutland. For info contact Doug Patac 
(802) 753-7269, info@vtfarmersmarket.or. 
www.vtfarmersmarket.org. Through May 2. 

RUTLAND. Rutland Area Flea Market. Indoors, year-
round, clean & friendly! Cozy cafe offers refreshments and 
light lunch. 9 am – 3 pm. 200 West St. corner of Forest St. 
(802) 770-9104. On Facebook.

WOODSTOCK. Thanksgiving Weekend at Billings 
Farm & Museum. Admission: adults $14, 62 & up $13, 
ages 5-15 $8, 3-4 $4, under 3 free. 10 am – 3:30 pm. 
Billings Farm & Museum, Rt. 12 & River Rd. (802) 457-
2355. info@billingsfarm.org. www.billingsfarm.org. Also 
November 30.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30
BELMONT. Holiday Open House. Many gift ideas—shop 
locally. Refreshments and raffl e, win a holiday needlepoint 
pillow!10 am – 4 pm. Stouffer Gallery & Gift Shop, 250 
Maple Hill Rd. (802) 259-2686. stephaniestouffer.com. 

BENNINGTON. “Refl ections” Festival of Trees. 
Admission: adults $10, seniors and students 18 and over 
$9, children and students under 18 are free. Open daily 
except Wed. 10 am – 5 pm, closing 1 pm on December 24 
& 31. Bennington Museum, 75 Main St. (802) 447-1571. 
benningtonmuseum.org. Through December 30.

CHESTER. Thanksgiving Open House at 103 Artisans 
Marketplace. Free refreshments, raffl es, door prizes, hot 
mulled cider, and holiday cheer! We’re fi lled to the brim 
with gifts for everyone on your list, from stocking stuffers 
to one of a kind pieces for that special someone! Three 
raffl e prizes: fi rst prize a blown glass bowl by artist Daniel 
Reed; second prize, a basket fi lled with Vermont specialty 
foods; third prize, a box of our delicious chocolates. 10 am 
– 5 pm. 103 Artisans Marketplace, Rt. 103 & 7 Pine View 
Rd. (802) 875-7400. www.103artisansmarketplace.com.

DORSET. 3 Pears Gallery Open House Holiday Weekend. 
Celebrating our fi rst year anniversary on the Dorset 
Green. Holiday open house serving heirloom Christmas 
treats and refreshments. Our 10 signature Christmas trees 
are exquisitely decorated with fi ne art and artisan décor, 
adorned with affordably priced works of art and stocking 
stuffers that are perfect for gifts. The Upstairs Little 
Pear’s Children’s Boutique offers handsewn, hand-
crafted toys, clothes & decor. Free and casual. 
11 am – 6 pm. 3 Pears Gallery, 41 Church St.
(802) 770-8820. On Facebook.
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Owned and operated by a registered pharmacist, 

Th e Vermont Herbal General Store has all the answers you need!

Th e
Vermont

G E N E R A L  S T O R E

Usul & Karuna Reiki 
Healings & Classes

Animal Healings 
w/Remedies 

Tai’ Chi Gung Classes

Handmade Herbal Medicines
Crystals & Gemstones • Teas, Lotions, Capsules

578 Main St., W. Rutland, VT • (802) 438-2766
Open Tues & Wed 1-6, Th urs-Sat 12-6, Sun 1-4, closed Fri.

See us on Facebook and Twitter • www.vermontherbal.com

 Open Tues–Sat • Men $10-12 • Ladies $15 • Under 10 $8-10
292 West St., Rutland, VT • (802) 747-4773

Angeline M. Joyce—Master Barber • Becky Taylor—Barber
�Over 50 Years Experience�

GENE’S BARBER SHOP

Open daily noon – 5 pm til December 24

Wreaths & Sprays
— Handmade by Mary —  

 Christmas baked goods, jellies,
jams, pickles, garlic, crafts 

including aprons & neck warmers

Timberloft Farm Store
LOOK FOR THE BIG FARM MARKET ARROW 
JUST OFF RT. 4B IN WEST RUTLAND, VT 
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Flags af All Nations…
And All 50 States…& More!

Flags, Poles, and 
Accessories are the 
World’s Best Gifts!

Always in style
    Always the right color
        Always fi ts
            Never need batteries

We have… 

Gift
Certifi cates!

“Quality Service & Canvas Products Since 1935”
Take Down, Repair, & Storage Services

36 Marble St., W. Rutland, VT
802-438-2951

greenmountainawning.com
We Canvas The Green Mountains & Beyond!We Canvas The Green Mountains & Beyond!
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PUTNEY. 36th Annual Putney Craft Tour. Free. 10 am
 – 5 pm. For a complete listing of artists and a map, go to 
putneycrafts.com. (802) 258-3992. prime@svcable.net. 

RUTLAND. Rutland Area Flea Market. Indoors, year-
round, clean & friendly! Cozy cafe offers refreshments and 
light lunch. 9 am – 3 pm. 200 West St. corner of Forest St. 
(802) 770-9104. On Facebook.

WOODSTOCK. Thanksgiving Weekend at Billings Farm 
& Museum. Admission: adults $14, 62 & up $13, ages 5-15 
$8, 3-4 $4, under 3 free. 10 am – 3:30 pm. Billings Farm 
& Museum, Rt. 12 & River Rd. (802) 457-2355. info@
billingsfarm.org. www.billingsfarm.org. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2
CASTLETON. 5th Annual Advent Concert. With Heidi 
Soons and Ladies’ Night Out Women’s Chorus. Free will 
offering. 7 pm. Federated Church of Castleton, Main St. 
(802) 775-8004.

RUTLAND. Santa’s Arrival, Tree Lighting and Winter 
Movie Series Kick-Off. Celebrate with Christmas carols. 
See the fi lms,  Frosty the Snowman and ‘Twas the Night 
Before Christmas! Free. 6:30 pm. Depot Park in downtown. 
(802) 773-9380.  www.rutlanddowntown.com.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3
RUTLAND. Concert: Dark Star Orchestra. Performing 
the Grateful Dead’s music. Tickets $29.50-$34.75. 8 pm. 
Paramount Theatre, 30 Center St. (802) 775-0903. 
www.paramountvt.org.

RUTLAND. Winter Vermont Farmers’ Market. EBT and 
debit cards. Saturdays 10 am – 2 pm and Wednesdays 
4-7 pm. Vermont Farmers, Food Center at 251 West 
St. in downtown Rutland.  (802) 753-7269, info@
vtfarmersmarket.org. vtfarmersmarket.org. Through May 2.

SAXTONS RIVER. Annual Holiday Open House. Artist 
of the month is Jane Parhilia. Refreshments, raffl e (drawing 
on December 14). Free. 5-7 pm. River Artisans Cooperative, 
26B Main St. (802) 869-2099. www.riverartisans.com.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5
KILLINGTON. Vermont Holiday Festival. Santa’s 

Workshop, $10. Festival of Trees & Jack 
Frost Marketplace. Sleigh rides. Grand 

Ballroom, Killington Grand Resort Hotel. 
killingtonchamber.com. Also December 6. 

LITTLETON, NH. Concert: Kitka. Eight-member San 
Francisco women’s vocal ensemble that brings unusual 
seasonal harmonies to traditional ballads, sacred music, and 
Eastern Europe folk songs.  Free admission. 7 pm. Latchis 
Theater, 48 Main St. (802) 748-2600. catamountarts.org. 

POULTNEY. Shakespeare On Main Street presents A 
Christmas Carol: Readers Style. Tickets: adults: $10, youth 
$5, children under 12 free. 7 pm. Poultney High School, 154 
East Main St. (802) 315-0019.

RANDOLPH. Concert: The Party Crashers. Funk, soul, 
R&B, and rock; an evening of dancing. Tickets: $19 or two 
for $35, price includes one drink from the cash bar. 7:30 pm. 
Chandler Music Hall, 71-73 Main St. (802) 864-5741. 
www.chandler-arts.org.

RUTLAND. Concert: Leann Rimes: One Christmas. 
With guest Levi Hummon. Tickets $48.50-$68.50. 8 pm. 
Paramount Theatre, 30 Center St. (802) 775-0903. 
www.paramountvt.org.

RUTLAND. Holiday Boutique & Gingerbread House 
Contest. Opening reception 5-7 pm. Free. Chaffee Downtown, 
75 Merchants Row. (802) 775-0356. On exhibit through 
December 20.

RUTLAND. Holiday Open House. Join Revolutionary War 
re-enactors in period clothing. 18th century refreshments. 10 
am – 7 pm. The Antique Shop, 45 Main St. (802) 747-7800.

STOWE. A Traditional Christmas in Stowe. Friday evening: 
caroling, tree lighting, Children’s Lantern Parade, Members 
Art Show and Festival of Lights at Helen Day Art Center. 
Saturday: arrival of Santa, food and family activities, holiday 
shopping. Town Hall Theater, 2nd fl oor, 10 am - 4 pm. 
(802) 253-2275. www.stowevibrancy.com. Also December 6.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6
ARLINGTON. Concert—The Bennington County Choral 
Society presents “The Majesty of Music.” 7:30 pm at St. 
James Episcopal Church, Rt. 7A. (802) 375-9952.

BENSON. Community Craft Fair. To benefi t Benson First 
Response. 10 am - 4 pm. Benson Village School. 
(802) 537-3521.

BURLINGTON. Masterworks Series Concert: The 
Vermont Symphony Orchestra performs Rimsky-Korsakov’s 
Capriccio Espagnol, Tchaikovsky’s Suite from Swan Lake, 
and Stravinsky’s Rite of Spring. Tickets: $61-$16, students 
$9. 8 pm; Musically Speaking pre-concert talk at 7 pm. Flynn 
Center for the Performing Arts. (802) 864-5741 x 16. 
www.fl ynntix.org. www.vso.org.

CHESTER. Overture to Christmas. Pancake Breakfast, 
holiday crafts & costume making, Christmas puppet show, 
St. Luke’s Annual Christmas Sale and Tea, Live Nativity, 
Santa and Mrs. Claus arrival with the Parade of Presents, 
lighting of the town Christmas Tree with Santa and Mrs. 
Claus and the Elves, and a visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus 
at the Fullerton Inn, with cookies, cocoa, books and candy 
canes. Springfi eld Community Chorus performs Handel’s 
Messiah at First Baptist Church, 162 Main St., free, 7:30 
pm. (802) 875-2444. chestervermont.org.

ESSEX JUNCTION. 22nd Annual Vermont International 
Festival. Admission $7, children 6-12 $5, seniors $5, 
under 6 free, families $20. 10 am – 6 pm. Champlain 
Valley Exposition, Rt. 15/Pearl St. (802) 863-6713. 
vermontinternationalfestival.com. Also December 7.

FAIR HAVEN. Christmas Tour of the Historic Marble 
Mansion. Tours of the festively decorated mansion will 
include drinks and holiday music, hourly door prizes and 
a silent auction at the end of each tour. Tickets $7, $5 for 
seniors, children under 12 free. All proceeds benefi t Fair 
Haven Historical Society. Noon to 4 pm. Marble Mansion, 
12W Park Place. (802) 265-3240.

LUNENBURG. The Lunenburg Gingerbread Bazaar. Free 
games and contests for all ages, free cookie decorating 
with Mrs. Claus, the Pocket Lady with affordable grab 
bag items, vendors offering Christmas and gift items, 
Cookie Walk, baked goods including pies, fudge, raffl es, 
and Lunenburg Tees in a new color. Luncheon 11 am – 2 
pm. 10 am – 3 pm at the Lunenburg Primary School, on 
Bobbin Mill Rd., off Rt. 2 in the center of town. For info 
call Chris at (802) 892-6654. www.topofthecommon.org.

MANCHESTER CENTER. Annual Inn Tours. Visit any 
or all of 15 of the region’s beautifully decorated inns and 
lodgings. Noon to 4 pm. Admission $15/person. Tickets 
and list of inns available at Manchester and the Mountains 
Regional Chamber of Commerce, 39 Bonnet St. 
(802) 362-6313. visitmanchestervt.com. Also December 13. 

MANCHESTER CENTER. Annual Lighted Tractor 
Parade. Please plan on being on or near The Roundabout at 
approximately 5 pm for the best viewing! Downtown. 
(802) 362-6313. visitmanchestervt.com.

MANCHESTER. Hildene—Our House for the Holidays.  
The Museum Store welcomes neighbors & new friends. 
Dressed in holiday fi nery, the spirit of the season abounds 
in our 100 year old Carriage Barn! Apple cider, Vermont 
tastings & fresh cider doughnuts. Open 9:30 am – 4 pm. 
Hildene, off Rte. 7A, just south of the village. 
(802) 362-1788. www.hildene.org. 
Also December 7.

Hours: Wed–Sat 12–5, closed Sun thru Tues. 
765 Stevens Road, Pitt sford, VT

(802) 483-6700 • www.rchsvt.org

Rutland County 
Humane Society

— Open 7 days  —
120 Merchant’s Row, Rutland, VT

(802) 775-8080
www.pyramidvt.com • kelleyw@pyramidvt.com

MASSAGE
SALT CAVE

AROMATHERAPY STATION

The Lakes’s Region Farmers Market
Presents Our

HOLIDAY FINALE
CRAFT FAIR

At the Holiday Inn
Rt. 7 South, Rutland, VT

Saturday, December 6 
9 am to 4 pm 

�

Beautiful Handcrafted 
Items & Gifts 

�
Quilts, Soap, 

Jewelry & Paintings
�

Home Baked Goods 
& Country Treats 

�
Locally Produced 
Specialty Foods 

�
Local Apples & Cider

�
Fresh Balsam Wreaths

�
ALWAYS FREE ADMISSION

Info: Jamie Condrill (802) 287-9570
Vendors are invited to apply.

~ Anna Q’s Attic ~
5304 Rt. 103, Cuttingsville, VT

( Just over the bridge from John C. Stewart & Sons)
Antiques, Collectibles, 

Vintage & Gently Used Items! Old Books.

Call for hours • (802) 492-2229 • anna-qs-attic.blogspot.com

Fresh Eggs
Grass-Fed Beef

Pastured Chickens
Half-price in December! 

We Now Have
Our Own Pork!

Open: Mon–Sat 11–6

3257 Middle Road
North Clarendon, VT 

(802) 775-5110
www.7csfarm.com

Chambers Farm

Boardman 
Hill Farm
West Rutland, VT 

Over 25 varieties 
of organic products available 

through our CSA or 
Subscription Gardening.

See us for local farm-raised beef, 
pork, and chicken.

For information call (802) 683-4606

Order  Your 
Holiday Turkeys Now!

— See us at the —
Rutland Winter Farmers Market
Saturdays 10 am to 2 pm, through May 2nd

Wednesday 4-7 pm, through April 29th 
225 West St., Rutland, VT

Southern 
Vermont 
Dairy Goat 
Assocation
www.vtgoats.org

Green Mountain Club
4711 Waterbury-Stowe Rd.

Waterbury Center, VT 05677
(802) 244-7037 

gmc@greenmountainclub.org
www.greenmountainclub.org

200 West St  Rutland 
 
 

 

RUTLAND 
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“DECEMBER” 
SCHEDULE & HOURS: 

  

YEAR-ROUND!   INDOORS! 

www.facebook.com / 
RutlandAreaFleaMarket 

CHECK FOR 
SCHEDULES, 
UPDATES & 

SPECIAL 
EVENTS 

!! 

200 WEST ST RUTLAND 
Corner of Forest St. at RR Crossing 
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  One-Stop  
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1
                                

      4 P4
 

SATURDAY  TURRURRDRDAD 
       SUNDAY 
Cho

    
oose fr

 S
oo

  
!!!!!!!!!!

rom thousands

UNDAY
r

S



 Vermont Country Sampler, December 2014  Page 15

Vermont Country
Calendar

(Saturday, December 6, continued)

MANCHESTER CENTER. Book & Author Event. 
Jon Katz presents Saving Simon: How a Rescue Donkey 
Taught Me the Meaning of Compassion. Free and open 
to the public. 6 pm. Northshire Bookstore, 4869 Main St. 
(802) 362-2200. northshire.com.

MIDDLEBURY. Henry Sheldon Museum Annual 
Holiday Open House. The Judd-Harris House will be 
decked out with beautiful fl oral arrangements. An elaborate 
electric train layout will entertain all ages. A craft activity 
and carols played on the Sheldon’s 1831 piano add to the 
festive atmosphere. Admission by donation. 10 am – 4 pm. 
Henry Sheldon Museum, 1 Park St. (802) 388-2117. 
henrysheldonmuseum.org. Also December 7.

PITTSFORD. 3rd Annual Pittsford Farmers Market Craft 
Show. Jewelry, pottery, crafts, knit & crochet items, food 
and more. 9:30 am – 2 pm. Lothrop School Gym, 3447 
Rt. 7. (802) 483-2829. Also December 20.

PLYMOUTH. Coolidge Holiday Open House. Visit the 
Coolidge Birthplace, decorated as it would have been 
in the late 19th century. Winter exhibits at the Museum 
& Education Center, Aldrich House, Plymouth Cheese 
Factory, and 1924 Summer White House offi ce. Baking 
demonstration and book signing by Gesine Bullock-Prado. 
Sleigh rides, old-time music, craft demonstrations, lunch 
at the Wilder House Restaurant, special cancellation at 
the historic Plymouth post offi ce, and children’s holiday 
activities. Adults $8, children 6-14 $2, under 6 free; family 
pass $20. 10 am - 4 pm. President Calvin Coolidge State 
Historic Site, 3780 Rt. 100A. (802) 672-3773. historicsites.
vermont.gov.

RICHMOND. Richmond Holiday Market. Find some 
wonderful holiday gifts. Sponsored by the Birds of 
Vermont Museum. 9 am – 2:30 pm. Richmond Library, 
Bridge St. (802) 434-2167. www.birdsofvermont.org. 
museum@birdsofvermont.org.

RUTLAND. Annual Festival of Trees. Take in the sights 
and the lights and join auctioneer Bob Prozzo as he 
presents a huge selection to bid on. Catered by Roots 
the Restaurant and with a cash bar. Tickets $10. 5:30 
pm. Paramount Theatre, 30 Center St. (802) 775-0903. 
paramountvt.org.

RUTLAND. Winter Vermont Farmers’ Market. Local 
produce, crafts, prepared foods. Live music. EBT and 
debit cards. Saturdays 10 am – 2 pm and Wednesdays 4-7 
pm. Vermont Farmers, Food Center at 251 West St. in 
downtown Rutland. For info contact Doug Patac 
(802) 753-7269, info@vtfarmersmarket.org. 
www.vtfarmersmarket.org. Through May 2. 

RUTLAND. The Santa Train. Departing the Downtown 
Rutland, Vermont Amtrak station at 10 am, 12 pm, 1:30 
pm, 3 pm and 4:30 pm. An 45-minute ride will take 
you through a magical Santa’s Village that you’ll never 
forget. Our beautifully decorated Santa Train will include 
refreshments, stories, songs and more. Tickets $16. 
Purchase at etix.com.

SHREWSBURY. Shrewsbury Library’s Silent Auction 
and Annual Cookie Swap. Bake 3-4 dozen of your 
favorite cookie recipe to share. Silent auction upstairs. 7 
pm. In the Great Room, Shrewsbury Library, 98 Town Hill 
Rd. (802) 492-3410.  .

STOWE. Stowe Community Church Christmas Fair. 9:30 
am - 2 pm. Stowe Community Church, 137 Main St. 

(802) 253-7257. stowechurch.org.

STOWE. A Traditional Christmas in Stowe. Arrival 
of Santa, food and family activities throughout 

town, holiday shopping. Town Hall Theater, 
2nd fl oor, 10 am - 4 pm. (802) 253-

2275. www.stowevibrancy.com. 

ST. ALBANS. Annual Holiday Concert: “Heavenly 
Light.” Presented by The Vermont Choral Union. and 
Tickets: $15; $10 seniors/students; $40 families; free ages 
15 and under when accompanied by a ticketed adult. 7 pm. 
At the First Congregational Church of St. Albans, 
27 Church St. (802) 524-4555.

STOWE. Stowe Community Church Fair. Free. 9:30 am - 
2 pm. Stowe Community Church, 137 Main St. (802) 253-
7257. info@stowechurch.org. www.stowechurch.org.

VERGENNES. Holiday Stroll. Holiday happenings all 
over the Little City! (802) 388-7951 x 1. 
www.addisoncounty.com. 

WAITSFIELD. Merry Market. Waitsfi eld United Church, 
Rt. 100. (802) 496-3065. www.waitsfi eldchurch.org.

WALLINGFORD. Annual Christmas Bazaar. 9 am – 2 
pm. St. Patrick’s Church, 28 N. Main St. (802) 446-2872.

WARREN & WAITSFIELD. Country Christmas Open 
House & Holiday Paint-In. Enjoy refreshments next 
to a bonfi re and perhaps purchase a piece of art. Free 
admission. (802) 496-3409. www.madrivervalley.com. 
Also December 7.

WATERBURY. Annual River of Light Community 
Lantern Procession. Lanterns made by pupils of Thatcher 
Brook Primary School and artists from Central Vermont 
illuminate the streets. Free. Starts at 5 pm. Thatcher Brook 
Primary School, 47 Stowe St. (802) 778-0334. mmonley@
wdsdvt.net. ariverofl ightinwaterbury.wordpress.com.

WELLS RIVER. 67th Annual Christmas Concert—
Messiah by George Frederic Handel. Tickets $5-$10. 2:30 
pm. Wells River Congregational Church, 76 S. Main St. 
(802) 748-2600. catamountarts.org. Also December 7 at St. 
Johnsbury.

WESTON. 31st Annual Old-Fashioned Christmas in 
Weston. Tour the village by foot or in one of three horse-
drawn wagons, stopping by many of the shops, galleries, 
museums and inns. Visit Santa at The Vermont Country 
Store, caroling, and more! No admission. 11 am – 5 pm.  
(802) 824-3669. weston-vermont.com.
 
WEST RUTLAND. Christmas Sale. 9 am – 2:30 pm. 
Parish Hall, St. Bridget’s Church, 28 Church St. 
(802) 438-2490.

WOODSTOCK. Christmas at the Farm. Holiday 
programs and making historic ornaments. Admission: 
adults $14, 62 & up $13, ages 5-15 $8, 3-4 $4, under 3 
free. 10 am - 4 pm. Billings Farm & Museum, Rt. 12 & 
River Rd. (802) 457-2355. info@billingsfarm.org.
www.billingsfarm.org. Also December 7.

E-CIGS • VAPORIZERS • E-HOOKAHS
E-PIPES • E-CIGARS • E-LIQUIDS

131 Strongs Avenue Rutland, VT

(802) 775-2552
www.emporiumvt.com

(802) 775-2552 • www.evapesvt.com
*Located at the Emporium Smoke Shop

...........................................
Humidified Premium Cigars

Hand Blown Glass Pipes
Hookahs & Shisha

Roll Your Own Tobacco & Supplies
Vaporizers & Concentrates

Smoking Accessories ...........................................

Open 24 Hours Daily fromOpen 24 Hours Daily from
Sunday at 12 noon thru Friday at 3 pmSunday at 12 noon thru Friday at 3 pm

Champlain Appliance Service
Parts & Service for Most Major Appliances

Nationally 

Certifi ed 

Technician

132 Granger St

Rutland, VT 05701

(802) 776-4148

www.champlainapplianceservice.com

Dressmaking
Tailoring • Alterations
69 Center St., Rutland, VT
802-775-8200
Open Tues-Fri 10am-6pm,
Saturday 11am-4pm

Prom and 
Wedding Dress 

Alterations
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MIDDLETOWN SPRINGS. 20th Annual Holiday Craft 
Fair. 10 am – 3 pm at Middletown Springs Elementary School 
on South St.

RUTLAND. Handels’ Messiah. Annual presentation by 
Rutland Area Chorus and Orchestra under the direction of 
Rip Jackson. 3:30 and 7 pm. Grace Congregational Church, 8 
Court St. (802) 775-4301 x 208. dchart6010@aol.com. 
www.gracechurchvt.org.

SAXTONS RIVER. River Artisans will be open till 5:30 pm 
for the tree lighting festivities. River Artisans Cooperative, 
26B Main St. (802) 869-2099. shop@riverartisans.com. 
www.riverartisans.com.  

SAXTONS RIVER. Tree Lighting at 5:30 pm. Cookies, 
visit with Santa, and horse-drawn wagon rides afterwards. 
Handbell concert at Christ Church at 4 pm. Free. 
(802) 869-2960.

SPRINGFIELD. Springfi eld Community Chorus to Perform 
Handel’s Messiah. Free. 3 pm. At the First Congregational 
Church, UCC, 77 Main St. (802) 885-5728.    

ST. JOHNSBURY. 67th Annual Christmas Concert—Messiah 
by George Frederic Handel. Tickets $5-$10. 2:30 pm. North 
Congregational Church, 1325 Main St. (802) 748-2600. 
catamountarts.org.

WOODSTOCK. Christmas at the Farm. Holiday programs 
and making historic ornaments. Admission: adults $14, 62 
& up $13, ages 5-15 $8, 3-4 $4, under 3 free. 10 am - 4 pm. 
Billings Farm & Museum, Rt. 12 & River Rd. (802) 457-
2355. info@billingsfarm.org.www.billingsfarm.org.  

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9.

RUTLAND. Winter Movie Series: Rudolph the Red 
Nosed Reindeer. Bring the family downtown to enjoy this 
holiday classic in high defi nition on the big screen! Free. 7 
pm. Paramount Theatre, 30 Center St. (802) 773-9380. 
www.rutlanddowntown.com.
 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10
BURLINGTON. 10th Annual Winter Tales. Local storytellers 
interspersed with poetry and folk songs written and 
performed by Patti Casey. Tickets $32/$28.80. 7:30 pm. 
Flynn Center for the Performing Arts, 153 Main St. (802) 
863-5966. www.fl ynncenter.org. Through December 14.

RUTLAND. Shakespeare on Main Street presents A 
Christmas Carol: Readers Style. Tickets: adults $10, youth 
$5, children under 12 free. 7 pm. Rutland Free Library, 10 
Court St. (802) 315-0019.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7
   BARRE. Concert: Handel’s Messiah. The Vermont 
Philharmonic Orchestra conducted by Lisa Jablow. Tickets: 
$15, seniors & students $12, under 12 $5, family (2 
adults, 2 kids) $32. 2 pm. Barre Opera House, 6 N. Main St. 
(802) 476-8188. www.barreoperahouse.org.

BENNINGTON. Concert—The Bennington County Choral 
Society presents “The Majesty of Music.” 3 pm at St. Peter’s 
Episcopal Church, 200 Pleasant St. (802) 442-2911.

BURLINGTON. A Ceremony of Carols Concert with Bella 
Voce. Tickets: $18, senior citizens and students $15. 3 pm. 
First Baptist Church, 81 St. Paul St. (802) 999-8881. 
www.bellavocevt.org.

BURLINGTON. Annual Holiday Concert: “Heavenly 
Light.” With the The Vermont Choral Union. Tickets: $17; 
$12 seniors/students; $40 families; free ages 15 and under 
when accompanied by a ticketed adult. 3 pm. St. Paul’s 
Cathedral, 2 Cherry St. (802) 524-4555.

CHESTER. Springfi eld Community Chorus “Sounds of 
the Season” Christmas Concert. 7:30 pm at the First Baptist 
Church of Chester, 162 Main St. (802) 875-2638. Also 
December 8 in Springfi eld.

ENOSBURG FALLS. Community Christmas Concert. 
Enosburg Opera House, 99 Depot St. (802) 933-6171. 
www.enosburgoperahouse.org. 

ESSEX JUNCTION. 22nd Annual Vermont International 
Festival. Admission $7, children 6-12 $5, seniors $5, 
under 6 free, families $20. 10 am – 5 pm. Champlain 
Valley Exposition, Rt. 15/Pearl St. (802) 863-6713. 
vermontinternationalfestival.com. 

MANCHESTER. Hildene—Our House for the 
Holidays. The Museum Store welcomes neighbors & new 
friends. Dressed in holiday fi nery, the spirit of the season 
abounds in our 100 year old Carriage Barn! Apple cider, 
Vermont tastings & fresh cider doughnuts. Open 9:30 am – 
4 pm. Hildene, off Rte. 7A, just south of the village. 
(802) 362-1788. www.hildene.org.

MIDDLEBURY. Henry Sheldon Museum Annual 
Holiday Open House. The Judd-Harris House will be decked 

out with beautiful fl oral arrangements. An elaborate 
electric train layout will entertain all ages. A craft 

activity and carols played on the Sheldon’s 1831 
piano add to the festive atmosphere. Admission by 

donation. 12-4 pm. Henry Sheldon  Museum, 
1 Park St. (802) 388-2117.

henrysheldonmuseum.org.

RUTLAND. Winter Vermont Farmers’ Market. EBT 
and debit cards. Saturdays 10 am – 2 pm and Wednesdays 
4-7 pm. Vermont Farmers, Food Center at 251 West St. in 
downtown Rutland.  (802) 753-7269. www.vtfarmersmarket.
org. Through May 2.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11
BURLINGTON. 10th Annual Winter Tales. Local 
storytellers interspersed with poetry and folk songs written 
and performed by Patti Casey. Tickets $32/$28.80. 7:30 pm. 
Flynn Center for the Performing Arts, 153 Main St. (802) 
863-5966. www.fl ynncenter.org. Through December 14.

RUTLAND. Santa Phone Calls. Special arrangements have 
been made to transfer phone calls from Santa in the North 
Pole to Rutland City children, 5:30-7:30 pm. Visit 
rutlandrec.com to fi ll out a special Santa’s Elf form. Or stop 
by 16 North St. Extension. (802) 773-1822.

WHITE RIVER JUNCTION. Upper Valley Seed Savers 
meet on the second Thursday of the month at 5 pm at 
Upper Valley Food Coop, through the winter. Our mission 
is to further knowledge about seed saving and to work on 
projects that will help develop a body of locally-adapted 
open-pollinated vegetable seeds. For information, or if you 
can’t come to meetings but would like to receive a monthly 
email with our minutes which contain information on our 
projects, please contact Sylvia Davatz at sdav@valley.net or 
call (802) 436-3262.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12
BARRE. Vermont Symphony Orchestra Holiday Pops 
Concert. Two sleigh rides, a skating party, and a sojourn 
through the Twelve Days of Christmas in a joyful holiday 
journey with the VSO and VSO Chorus. Enjoy “Lightning 
Galop,” a fanfare by Burlington composer T.L. Read, 
excerpts from Messiah and the Nutcracker—shepherds, 
carols, a singalong, and a celestial harp! Tickets $30 adults, 
$24 seniors, $9 students. 7:30 pm. Barre Opera House, 6 N. 
Main St. (802) 864-5741. www.barreoperahouse.org. 
www.vso.org.

BURLINGTON. 10th Annual Winter Tales. Local 
storytellers interspersed with poetry and folk songs written 
and performed by Patti Casey. Tickets $32/$28.80. 7:30 pm. 
Flynn Center for the Performing Arts, 153 Main St. (802) 
863-5966. www.fl ynncenter.org. Through December 14.

BURLINGTON. Performance: A Christmas Carol. 
Nebraska Theatre Caravan’s beautifully staged musical 
adaptation of Charles Dickens’ classic features. 
Tickets $15-$42. 7 pm. Flynn Center for the 
Performing Arts Main Stage, 153 Main St. 
(802) 863-5966. www.fl ynncenter.org.

BOOKS+ GIFTS+ TOYS 
INSPIRATION  

for K I DS  of ALL AGES

Cards + Clothing + Bling + Events + Café 

Open 10 am-7 pm Daily
Thu/Fri/Sat till 9 pm
800.437.3700

www.NORTHSHIRE.com

 Rtes 7A & 11/30 
Manchester 
Center,  VT

“It’s worth making the trip to Northshire Bookstore.” 
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In keeping the 50 year tradition going, Th e Vermont Wreath Company has 

relocated to the center of Tinmouth, VT. Our retail shop is now open 

Friday, Saturday & Sunday 10-3 or by appointment or chance.

�

580 Route 140W, Tinmouth, VT
vermontwreath.com • (802) 446-3333 • vtwreaths@vermontel.net

  The Vermont         Wreath Co.

Handcrafted Balsam Wreaths • Kissing Balls • Swags

Garland • Holiday Pies • Maple Syrup • Homemade Jams
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       LUDLOW. Annual Christmas Open House. Play      
   directed by Stephanie Rowe. Black River Academy 
Museum, 14 High St. (802) 228-5050. bramvt.org. Also 
December 13. 

RUTLAND. Twelve Days Before Christmas: Late Night 
Shopping.  Participating businesses will be open later so you 
can get that holiday shopping done! Come down for dinner 
then visit over 19 stores. Downtown. (802) 773-9380. 
www.rutlanddowntown.com.

STOWE. Festival of Trees and Light. Reception 6-8 pm. On 
exhibit through Family Day at 1 pm on December 14. Helen 
Day Art Center, 90 Pond St. (802) 253-8358. helenday.com. 

WALLINGFORD. Shakespeare On Main Street 
presents A Christmas Carol: Readers Style. Tickets at the 
door:  adults: $10, youth $5, children under 12 free. 7 pm. 
Wallingford Town Hall, 75 School St. (802) 315-0019.

WOODSTOCK. Concert: The Hot Club of San Francisco 
Presents Cool Yule. Tickets: $28 adult, $27 senior, $20 
college student (with I.D.), $18 children 5-18. 7:30 pm. 
Town Hall Theatre, 31 The Green. (802) 457-3981. 
info@pentanglearts.org. www.pentanglearts.org.

WOODSTOCK. 30th Annual Wassail Weekend. Sunrise 
Chorus on the steps of the Norman Williams Public Library, 
4 pm. The Snow Queen presented the Yoh Theatre Players, 
tickets $10/$8, (802) 457-1317. Hot Club of San Francisco 
presents Cool Yule, tickets $28/$26, (802) 457-3981. 
(802) 457-3555. info@woodstockvt.com. 
www.woodstockvt.com. Through December 14.

WOODSTOCK. Wassail Weekend Open House. See the 
1807 Dana House decorated for the holidays, while you 
enjoy hot cider, seasonal treats, Celtic harp music, and 
stories for the young-at-heart. All are welcome. Free, with 
donations accepted. 5-7 pm. Woodstock History Center, 
26 Elm St. (802) 457-1822. woodstockhistorical.org.

WOODSTOCK. Billings Farm & Museum Wassail 
Weekend. Sunday horse-drawn sleigh or wagon rides on 
Sunday (weather permitting). Admission: adults $14, 62 & 
up $13, ages 5-15 $8, 3-4 $4, under 3 free. 10 am - 4 pm. 
Billings Farm & Museum, Rt. 12 & River Rd. (802) 457-
2355. info@billingsfarm.org. billingsfarm.org. Through 
December 14.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13
BELLOWS FALLS. Concert: Hungrytown. 

Traditional folk duo. Tickets: $17/$13. 7:30 pm 
at Immanuel Episcopal Church, 20 Church St. 

(802) 463-3100. www.immanuelretreat.org.

BELMONT. Christmas in Mount Holly. The true Christmas 
spirit resonates with carolers, a Christmas skit, refreshments 
and, a visit from Santa. Free! 4-8 pm. Mount Holly Library, 
26 Maple Hill Rd. (802) 259-2562. mounthollyvt.org.

BENNINGTON. 74th Annual Christmas Tea. The hall will 
be aglow with candles, decorated with wreaths and greens. 
The Victorian tea table will be full of trays of cookies 
and tea sandwiches, tea, coffee and punch. There will be 
entertainment. The Christmas Shop will be open with small 
gifts, jelly and jams, breads, and Christmas tree ornaments. 
Cost: $6. 3-5:30 pm. Parish Hall, St. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church, 200 Pleasant St. (802) 442-2911. stpetersvt.org.

BENNINGTON. Family Day and Children’s Shopping Day. 
Children ages 4 to 12 are invited to do their holiday shopping 
with us, gifts $1-$7. Free gift-wrapping and gift tags 
included. Visit with Santa 1-3 pm. See the Children’s Forest! 
Admission $3. 10 am – 5 pm. Bennington Museum, 75 Main 
St. (802) 447-1571. benningtonmuseum.org.

BRANDON. Concert: Holiday Jazz and Love Songs with 
Sarah Stone and Fred Barnes. Tickets: $15; pre-concert 
dinner available for $20. Reservations required. 7:30 
pm. Brandon Music, 62 Country Club Rd. (802) 465-
4071. info@brandon-music.net. www.brandon-music.net

BROOKFIELD. Christmas Tree Cutting. Already-cut or 
Choose & Cut. Wreaths and evergreen brush. Christmas Barn 
with local farm goodies, maple, and more. See our electric 
train layout. 9 am – 4 pm. L.H. Stowell & Son Christmas 
Trees,1591 Twin Ponds Rd. (802) 276-3382. 
www.fl oatingbridgefoodandfarms.com. www.lhstrees.com. 
Also December 14, 20 & 21.

BURLINGTON. 10th Annual Winter Tales. Local 
storytellers, poetry and folk songs written and performed 
by Patti Casey. Tickets $37.50/$33.75. 2 & 7:30 pm. Flynn 
Center for the Performing Arts, 153 Main St. 
(802) 863-5966. fl ynncenter.org. Also December 14.

BURLINGTON. Browse and Listen—Full Circle: Medieval, 
Renaissance, Celtic, and Holiday Music. . Free. 1-3 pm. 
Phoenix Books Burlington, 191 Bank St. (802) 448-3350. 
www.phoenixbooks.biz. 

BURLINGTON. Vermont Symphony Orchestra Holiday 
Pops Concert. Two sleigh rides, a skating party, and a 
sojourn through the Twelve Days of Christmas in a joyful 
holiday journey with the VSO and VSO Chorus. Enjoy 
“Lightning Galop,” a fanfare by Burlington  composer T.L. 
Read, excerpts from Messiah and the Nutcracker—shepherds, 
carols, a singalong, and a celestial harp! Tickets $52-$15, $9 
students. 7:30 pm. Flynn Center for the Performing Arts,153 
Main St. (802) 864-5741. www.fl ynntix.org. www.vso.org.

CHESTER. Overture to Christmas. Annie Hawkins, 
storyteller and author at the Whiting Library. Annual Senior 
Citizens Christmas Dinner at noon. Children’s musical story 
time with Paul and Norma Ippolito at the Hugging Bear Inn. 
Shops will be open late. (802) 875-2444..

LUDLOW. Annual Ludlow and Black River Community 
Christmas Celebration. Plays, music, sing-alongs, choral 
pieces, and skits! Free, donations appreciated. 7-8:30 pm. 
Ludlow Town Hall Auditorium, 37 Depot St. 
(802) 228-7239. www.fola.us.

MANCHESTER. Horse-Drawn Wagon Rides. Fee. 11:30 
am and 2:30 pm at the Orvis Flagship Store parking lot on 
Rt. 7A. By advance reservation only. Call (802) 362-6313. 
visitmanchestervt.com. 

MANCHESTER CENTER. Annual Inn Tours. Visit 
any or all of 15 beautifully decorated inns. Noon to 4 pm. 
$15/person. Tickets and list of inns at Manchester and the 
Mountains Regional Chamber of Commerce, 39 Bonnet St. 
(802) 362-6313. visitmanchestervt.com. 

MONTPELIER. 10th Annual Touch of Vermont Holiday 
Gift Market. Wares from nearly 40 Vermont artisans. 
Free admission. 9 am – 4 pm. Montpelier City Hall, 
39 Main St. (802) 310-1725. info@touchofvt.org. 
www.touchofvt.org. 

Vermont Farmer’s Market presents it’s 

Grand Finale 
Christmas Holiday Fair

Holiday Inn Conference Center, Rts. 7 & 4 South, Rutland, VT

Saturday, December 13th • 9 am – 4 pm
DISTINCTIVE CRAFTS

Fresh Balsam Wreaths, Christmas Decor, Folk Art, 
Paintings, Fabrics, Wooden Ware, Pottery, Felt Tote Market Bags, 

Soap, Jewelry, Candles, Dolls Clothes, Hats and Quilts.

COUNTRY BAKER’S TREATS
Sweet Breads, Pies, Pastries, Cookies, Fudge, & Cider Donuts

GOURMET SPECIALTY FOODS
Maple Syrup, Sugar, & Specialties. Jams, Jellies, Pickles, Salsas, 

Cheeses, Marinades, Dressings, Honey, & Chocolate Treats.

PREPARED FOODS
FALL VEGGIES

Apples, Cider, Brussels Sprouts, Potatoes, Squash.

ALWAYS FREE ADMISSION
www.vtfarmersmarket.org  

See more crafts at one of the largest 
and most diverse farmers markets in Vermont: 

The Rutland Winter Farmers Market
Every Sat 10–2 thru May 2 and Wed 4-7 thru April 29

251 West St., downtown Rutland.

Verm
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M

NEWHALL FARM ICE CIDER
The New Classic Vermont Flavor 

Enhancing cocktails, cheese, dessert, 
or enjoyed as dessert itself!

Very Local • Reading, VT
Find out where to buy near you:

www.newhallfarmvt.com

Give the Gift of

MOBILITY
this season! RUTLAND PHARMACY

LUDLOW PHARMACY

www.smilinsteve.com

SPRINGFIELD PHARMACY

  Lift
Chairs

 on SALE 
$499
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MONTPELIER. Kellogg-Hubbard Holiday Book Sale.   
Thousands of books, from shiny new bestsellers to antique 
curiosities. Also fi nd CDs, DVDs, maps, sheet music, and 
more. Hardcovers $2 each, softcovers $1 each. Hours: Mon-
Thurs 10 am – 8 pm, Fri 10 am – 5:30 pm, Sat 10 am – 5:30 
pm. Kellogg-Hubbard Library, 135 Main St. (802) 223-
3338. kellogghubbard.org. December 13 - January 17.

NEWFANE. Annual Cookie Sale. 10 am – 1 pm. Newfane 
Congregational Church, 11 Church St. (802) 365-4079.

NORTHFIELD. Holiday Market. Wreaths, candles, 
soap, winter produce, pizzas, sweet treats and much more. 
Workshops and complimentary demonstrations. 10 am – 4 
pm. Green Mountain Girls Farm, 923 Loop Rd. (802) 505-
9840. fl oatingbridgefoodandfarms.com. Also December 14.

NORWICH. Contradance with Northern Spy and caller 
David Millstone. No partner necessary. Beginners and 
singles always welcome. Please bring a change of clean 
shoes for the dance fl oor. Admission $8 (Students $5, under 
16 free). 8 pm. Tracy Hall, 300 Main St. (802) 785-4607. 
rbarrows@cs.dartmouth.edu. Second Saturdays. 

RUTLAND. Annual Holiday Fair of Vermont. Sponsored 
by the Vermont Farmers Market. The largest holiday show 
of its kind in Southern Vermont. Over sixty vendors with 
every kind of Vermont-made crafts, Christmas decor, 
baked goods, gourmet specialty foods, jams and jellies, 
everything maple. Gift boxes and shipping available. Free 
admission and parking. 9 am – 4 pm. The Holiday Inn, Rt. 
7 South. For info call Doug Patac at (802) 753-7269 or visit 
vtfarmersmarket.org.

RUTLAND. Winter Vermont Farmers’ Market. Local 
produce, crafts, prepared foods. Live music. EBT and debit 
cards. Saturdays 10 am – 2 pm and Wednesdays 4-7 pm. 
Vermont Farmers, Food Center at 251 West St. in downtown 
Rutland. For info contact Doug Patac (802) 753-7269, 
info@vtfarmersmarket.org. www.vtfarmersmarket.org. 
Through May 2. 

SAXTONS RIVER. Cookie Exchange and Tea Tastings. 
Free. 4-6 pm. River Artisans Cooperative, 26B Main St. 
(802) 869-2099. www.riverartisans.com.

STOWE. An Irish Christmas In America. This tenth US 
tour features Celtic dancers from Waterbury’s Heather 

Morris School of Dance! Recommended for 7+ 
years. Tickets: $20/$32/$38/$46. 7 pm. Spruce 

Peak Performing Arts Center, 122 Hourglass 
Dr. (802) 760-4634. sprucepeakarts.org.

ST. ALBANS. Carol Ann Jones Holiday Concert & 
Singalong. Tickets $15. 7 pm. St. Albans Historical Museum, 
9 Church St. (802) 527-7933. stamuseum.org.

ST. JOHNSBURY. Victorian Holiday Open House. The 
Victorian gallery sparkles with lights, and holiday music 
fi lls the air. Make crafts with natural materials for decorating 
and giving, and enjoy sweet treats made by the Museum’s 
staff, trustees and friends, and sing with us. Free. 1:30-4 pm. 
Fairbanks Museum & Planetarium, 1302 Main St. 
(802) 748-2372. www.fairbanksmuseum.org.

WEST RUTLAND. Marsh Monitoring Bird Walk. This 
month’s walk is held in conjunction with the Great Backyard 
Bird Count. To date 145 species, from Least Bittern to Rusty 
Blackbird, have been recorded at this Important Bird Area 
(IBA). Join us for this 3.7-mile loop around the marsh 
(or go halfway). Meet at the West Rutland Price Chopper 
parking lot at 8 am. Leader Roy Pilcher, (802) 775-3461. 
rutlandcountyaudubon.org.

WOODSTOCK. 30th Annual Wassail Weekend. Holiday 
Craft Fair, 10 am – 4 pm. Wassail Cafe on the Green, 11 
am – 2 pm. Reading of A Child’s Christmas in Wales, 
1:30 pm, free. Annual Wassail Parade, 2 pm, sponsored by 
High Horses Therapeutic Riding Program. Yule Log and 
Memory Tree Lighting, carol Sing, free, 2:30 pm. Concert 
with The Ten at the Congregational Church. Lighting of the 
Luminaries, 4 pm. Concert with Sly Voxes, a capella group, 
at the library. Wassail Feast at 6 pm at the Woodstock Inn. 
Performance of The Snow Queen, $8/$10. (802) 457-3555. 
info@woodstockvt.com. www.woodstockvt.com. Through 
December 14.
 
WOODSTOCK. 13th Annual Holiday House Tour. 
Woodstock’s most charming houses deck their halls and open 
their doors for this holiday tradition. Tickets $30 adult, $18 
youth, $15 volunteers. 9:30 am – 2 pm, at your own pace. All 
tours begin at Woodstock Town Hall Theatre, 31 The Green. 
(802) 457-3981. info@pentanglearts.org. pentanglearts.org.

WOODSTOCK. Dana House Museum Open House. 
Interpretive staff will be available to answer your questions 
about Woodstock’s history and the collection. Admission by 
donation. Times to be announced. Woodstock History Center, 
26 Elm St. (802) 457-1822. woodstockhistorical.org.

WOODSTOCK. Billings Farm & Museum Wassail 
Weekend. Tour the festively decorated 1890 Farm House; 
make a historic ornament as a memento of your visit. Sunday: 
horse-drawn sleigh or wagon rides (weather permitting). 
Admission: adults $14, 62 & up $13, ages 5-15 $8, 3-4 $4, 
under 3 free. 10 am - 4 pm. Billings Farm & Museum, Rt. 12 
& River Rd. (802) 457-2355. info@billingsfarm.org. 
www.billingsfarm.org. Also December 14.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14
BROOKFIELD. Christmas Tree Cutting. Already-cut or 
Choose & Cut. Wreaths and evergreen brush. Christmas 
Barn with local farm goodies, maple, and more. See 
our electric train layout. 9 am – 4 pm. L.H. Stowell & 
Son Christmas Trees,1591 Twin Ponds Rd. (802) 276-
3382. www.fl oatingbridgefoodandfarms.com. 
www.lhstrees.com. Also December 20 & 21.  

BURLINGTON. 10th Annual Winter Tales. Local 
storytellers interspersed with poetry and folk songs written 
and performed by the incomparable Patti Casey. Tickets 
$37.50; Sunday night Gala $50. 2 & 6 pm. Flynn Center for 
the Performing Arts, 153 Main St. (802) 863-5966. 
www.fl ynncenter.org.

NEWPORT. Holiday Concert: Holidays with the Lake 
Region High School Select Chorus. Suggested donation $5. 
4 pm. St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 44 Second St. 
(802) 334-7365. www.nowplayingnewport.com.

NORTHFIELD. Holiday Market. Wreaths, candles, soap, 
winter produce, pizzas, sweet treats and much more. Slice of 
Life workshops and complimentary demonstrations. 11 am – 
3 pm. Green Mountain Girls Farm, 923 Loop Rd. 
(802) 505-9840.  www.fl oatingbridgefoodandfarms.com.

NORWICH. Contradance with Northern Spy. caller: David 
Millstone. No partner necessary. Beginners and singles 
always welcome. All dances taught and called. Please bring 
a change of clean shoes for the dance fl oor. Admission $8 
(students $5, under 16 free). 8 pm. Tracy Hall, 300 Main 
St. (802) 785-4607. rbarrows@cs.dartmouth.edu. Second 
Saturday dances continue through June 2015.

RUTLAND. Vermont Symphony Orchestra Holiday 
Pops Concert. Two sleigh rides, a skating party, and a 
sojourn through the Twelve Days of Christmas in a joyful 
holiday journey with the VSO and the VSO Chorus. Enjoy 
“Lightning Galop,” a fanfare by Burlington  composer 
T.L. Read, excerpts from Messiah and the Nutcracker—
shepherds, carols, a sing-along, and a celestial harp! Tickets 
$32-$26, $9 students; AARP members $20 adults, $16 
seniors. 3 pm.  Paramount Theater, 30 Center St. 
(802) 864-5741.  www.paramountvt.org. www.vso.org. 

STOWE. Family Day at Festival of Trees and Light. Come 
celebrate the season and join the holiday fun! Create holiday 
decorations, play dreidel games, and decorate gingerbread 
houses with NECI students. Enjoy seasonal treats and 
listen to the delightful sounds of the guitar with Javier 
Bustamante at this yearly gathering. 1 pm. Helen Day 
Art Center, 90 Pond St. (802) 253-8358. 
helenday.com. 
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BAKERY • CAFE • CATERING
�

Order your Holiday Pies 
& Baked Goods now!

Breakfast & Lunch Menu—Eat-In or To-Go
Sandwiches, Salads, Spanakopita, Dolmades, Soup, Daily Specials 

Open 9 am to 3 pm, Tuesday-Friday • Sheila Anagnos
97 State St., Rutland, VT • (802) 770-8149

Fruit Pies
Cream Pies 

Eclairs
Quiche

Chicken 
& Turkey 
Pot Pies

Homemade
Condiments

 Pickles
Jams & 
Jellies

Vermont 
Products

Saturday at the Rutland Farmers Market, 251 West St., 10–2

Design-A-Fire Wood Stove 
by Pacifi c Energy

Extended Burn Technology 
Simple & Easy to Operate

Also Wood & Pellet Stoves by 
Vermont Castings & Enviro.

Fireplace & Stove Furnishings.
Defi ant & Encore Two-in-One Wood Burning Stoves.

Superior effi  ciency and eco-friendly design 
combining catalytic and non-catalytic modes. 

COUNTRY STOVES
43A Woodstock Ave, Rutland, VT
(Across from Rutland High School Football Field)

(802) 775-6289 • Alan Currier, owner
Open Fri & Sat 10 am – 5 pm

Vermont Canvas Products 
Factory Outlet

• Bags for Every Need 
• Handcrafted on Premises
• Customizing Available
• 25% Below retail on Over 100 
• Styles of Canvas & Cordura Bags

Repair Service • Brochure Available

~  FREE GIFT WITH THIS COUPON  ~
Mon–Sat 9–5:30 • (802) 773-7311 • (800) 477-7110

259 Woodstock Ave., Rt. 4 East, Rutland, VT 
40 Years in Business

✃

✃

Mendon Mountain
ORCHARDS

Homemade Pies $14
Order Now for the Holidays

Fresh Apple Cider
Apples • Maple Syrup

Open 7 Days • Rt. 4, Mendon • (802) 775-5477
3 miles east of Rutland

Preserving Vermont’s 
Last Great Places 

Since 1960

27 State Street
Montpelier, VT 05602

Tel. 802/229-4425 • Website: www.tnc.org

We invite you folks from 
all around to join us here at 
the Holiday Inn in Rutland, 
VT on Saturday, December 
13 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. for 
our fi nal great Holiday Fair 
of the season.

We have over sixty vendors 
with a vast variety of Ver-
mont-made or produced cre-
ations. You’ll fi nd handmade 
Balsam wreaths, Christmas 
decor, handcrafted items in 
fabric, fi ber, wooden ware, 
pottery, glass, soaps, jewelry, 
and much more.

�Grand Finale Christmas Holiday Fair�

Our country bakers will 
tease you with mouth-wa-
tering maple bread, a variet-
ies of pies, fudge, pastries, 
cookies, cider doughnuts, 
and even gluten-free goodies.

Vermont is a leader in 
gourmet specialty foods and 
you won’t be disappointed 
here. You’ll see all sorts of 
maple syrup and maple sugar 
products as well as maple 
pepper and maple mustard. 
Shop from 100 exquisite 
varieties of jams and jellies, 
pickles, salsas, marinades 

and more; plenty of Vermont 
cheeses and wines; and even 
a few fall veggies and fresh 
fall apples. And don’t miss 
the delicious prepared foods.

Many vendors have vari-
ous types of gift boxes. There 
is still time to ship items to 
friends and relatives who live 
away. Many small items will 
fi t into post offi ce fl at rate  
boxes for the same low price 
to all 50 states!

Talk to our vendors if you 
want a specifi c item just for 
you. Many will make it and 
in time for Christmas. The 
same applies to our baker and 

specialty and prepared food 
folks. Need a special treat for 
the holidays? Talk to our ven-
dors. We think that you will 
like their prices. There are so 
many great Christmas gifts 
to be found here, all local, 
homemade and handmade.

And remember, it’s always 
“Free Admission!”

The Holiday Inn is located 
about one mile south of Rut-
land, VT, on the west side of 
Rt. 7. For more information 
call Doug Patac at (802) 
753-7269. Visit www.vtfarm
ersmarket.org. 
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LEBANON, NH. Performance: Amahl and the Night 
Visitors. Tickets $0-$15. 10 am. Lebanon Opera House, 51 
North Park St. (603) 448-0400. info@lebanonoperahouse.
org. lebanonoperahouse.org. Also December 19, 20 & 21.

ST. JOHNSBURY. Concert: Vermont Symphony 
Orchestra Brass Quintet with Counterpoint. A perfect 
blend of brass, voices, and good cheer! A highlight will 
be “Noel Canadien”, virtuoso medley of French Canadian 
carols. Traditional favorites include “Sleigh Ride” and 
“Ding Dong Merrily on High”. Tickets $24 adults, $20 
seniors & students, free under 18. 7:30 pm. The North 
Congregational Church, 1325 Main St. (802) 864-5741 x 
10. grace@vso.org. www.catamountarts.org. www.vso.org. 

WOODSTOCK. Hand-in-Hand Community Meal. All 
are welcome. Free, donations accepted. Every Thursday, 
5-7 pm in the Social Hall of the North Universalist Chapel 
Society, 7 Church St. (802) 457-2557.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19
BELLOWS FALLS. Bellows Falls Winter Farmers’ 
Market. At the Amtrack Station, Depot St. 4-6:30 pm. 
Rachel Ware, (802) 463-2018. bellowsfallsmarket@gmail.
com. bffarmersmarket.com. 

BELLOWS FALLS. BF3F—Third Friday Art Walk. 
Stores and galleries in town and in the surrounding area 
host special exhibits and events. 5-8 pm. Flyer available at 
Village Square Booksellers, 32 The Square. 
(802) 463-9404. villagesquarebooks.com. Third Fridays.

BURLINGTON. Performance: Flynn Show Choirs. 70 of 
Vermont’s best young singers, actors, and dancers, aged 
9-18. Tickets $12-$16. 6 & 8 pm. Flynn Center for the 
Performing Arts, 153 Main St. (802) 863-5966. 
www.fl ynncenter.org. 

ENFIELD, NH. Christmas Lights Display. 5-9 pm through 
December 31. Santa program Fridays and Saturdays at 
7:30 pm till December 25. Free. La Salette Shrine, 410 Rt. 
4A. (603) 632-7087. www.lasaletteofenfi eld.org. 

ENOSBURG FALLS. Performance: Greedy Greta Visits 
Christmas. Tickets $12. 7:30 pm. Enosburg Opera House, 
99 Depot St. (802) 933-6171. enosburgoperahouse.org. 
Also December 20. 

HANOVER, NH. 40th Anniversary Christmas Revels: 
Haddon Hall. Drama and processionals, festive dance and 
glorious carols, and music from the middle ages to the 
early twentieth century. Tickets: $8-$38. 7 pm, Sat 2 pm 
& 7 pm, Sun 1 pm & 5 pm. Spaulding Auditorium, 
Dartmouth College. (603) 646-2422. www.hop.dartmouth.
edu. revelsnorth.org. Through December 21.

HARTLAND. Winter Farmers’ Market. Friday afternoons 
4-7 pm, at Damon Hall, Rts. 5 & 12, Hartland Three 
Corners. hartlandfarmersmarket@gmail.com. www.
hartlandfarmersmarket.com. Also December 26.

JAY. Concert: Vermont Symphony Orchestra Brass Quintet 
with Counterpoint. A perfect blend of brass, voices, and 
good cheer! A highlight will be Noel Canadien, virtuoso 
medley of French Canadian carols. Traditional favorites 
include Sleigh Ride and Ding Dong Merrily on High. $35 
VIP (includes private bar and pre-show appetizers) $25 
adults, $15 under 18.  7:30 pm. Jay Peak Resort, 830 Jay 
Peak Rd. (802) 864-5741. jaypeakresort.com. vso.org.

MIDDLEBURY. “Night Fires.” The annual winter solstice 
celebration performed by Theatre Group, Ltd. delivers a 
heartfelt pageant of singing, dancing, storytelling, 
and visual magic. Tickets $24/$20. 8 pm. Town Hall 
Theater, 68 South Pleasant St. (802) 382-9222. 
www.townhalltheater.org. Thru Dec. 21.

ST. JOHNSBURY. Caroling Party & Potluck. The North 
and South Congregational Churches, Lower Waterford and 
E. St. Johnsbury Congregational Churches join together 
for an evening of food, caroling, and fellowship. Gather 
at North Congregational Church, 1325 Main St., St. 
Johnsbury at 4 pm for a potluck dinner. After dinner the 
group will make its way through the town regaling folks 
with joyous songs of the Christmas season. Then all will 
head to North Congregational Church, 1325 Main St., St. 
Johnsbury for dessert and hot chocolate. (802) 748-3315. 
southcongregationalchurch.org. 

WEST PAWLET. Pancake Breakfast. Sponsored by the 
West Pawlet Volunteer Fire Department. $8 for 12 years 
and up, $5 for 5-12 years and free to children under 5. 
7:30-11 am. At the West Pawlet Fire House, 2806 Rt. 153. 
(802) 345-4312. 

WOODSTOCK. Billings Farm & Museum Wassail 
Weekend. Make historic Christmas ornaments and 
pomanders, candle dipping. Horse-drawn sleigh or wagon 
rides (weather permitting) 10 am – 3:30 pm. Admission: 
adults $14, 62 & up $13, ages 5-15 $8, 3-4 $4, under 3 
free. 10 am - 4 pm. Billings Farm & Museum, Rt. 12 & 
River Rd. (802) 457-2355. www.billingsfarm.org. 

WOODSTOCK. 30th Annual Messiah Sing. Features a 
world-class ensemble with four soloists. Audience joins 
in for the choruses, so bring your libretto! Free, suggested 
donation. 4 pm at Our Lady of the Snows Catholic Church, 
South St. (802) 457-3981. www.pentanglearts.org.

WOODSTOCK. 30th Annual Wassail Weekend. Holiday 
Craft Fair, 10 am – 2 pm. Performance of the Snow Queen 
at 5:30 pm, $8/$10.(802) 457-3555. info@woodstockvt.
com. www.woodstockvt.com. Through December 14.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 15
BRATTLEBORO. Concert: Nowell Sing We Clear. 
Traditional music of the British Isles and North 
America for the winter holiday season. 7:30 pm. Latchis 
Theater, 48 Main St. For tickets call (802) 254-9019. 
nowellsingweclear.co.

DANBY. Film Discussion. Freedom and Unity: The 
Vermont Movie. Part Three: “Refuge, Reinvention, and 
Revolution” explores innovation, interstates, and counter-
culture. Led by Tom Fels. Free. 7 pm. Mount Tabor/Danby 
Historical Society, 74 S Main St. (802) 293-2265. 
www.vermonthumanities.org.

RUTLAND. Rutland Library December Book Sale. 
Sponsored by The Friends of the Rutland Free Library. 4-8 
pm. In the basement, Rutland Free Library, 10 Court St. 
(802) 773-1860. rutlandfree.org. 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17
EAST CHARLESTON. Island Pond Bird Count. 
Participate in the longest run Citizen Science survey in 
the world, the 115th Annual Audubon Christmas Bird 
Count! Pot-luck to follow. Free. 7:30 am - 4 pm. 
Northwoods Stewardship Center, 154 Leadership Dr. (802) 
723-6551 x 115. northwoodscenter.org. audubon.org. 

RUTLAND. Winter Vermont Farmers’ Market. Local 
produce, crafts, prepared foods. Live music. EBT and 
debit cards. Saturdays 10 am – 2 pm and Wednesdays 
4-7 pm. Vermont Farmers, Food Center at 251 West 
St. in downtown Rutland. For info contact Doug Patac 
(802) 753-7269, info@vtfarmersmarket.org www.
vtfarmersmarket.org. Through May 2.

WARREN. Concert: Vermont Symphony Orchestra Brass 
Quintet with Counterpoint. A perfect blend of brass, 
voices, and good cheer! A highlight will be Noel Canadien, 
virtuoso medley of French Canadian carols. Traditional 
favorites include Sleigh Ride and Ding Dong Merrily on 
High. 7:30 pm. Warren United Church, 339 Main St. 
(802) 864-5741. www.vso.org.

WINDSOR. Stuffed Animal Repair. Sue Spear, stuffed 
animal repair specialist, will fi x up stuffed friends. Free. 
6-8 pm. Windsor Public Library, 43 State St. (802) 674-
2556. Each Wednesday. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18
BRANDON. Moonlight Madness. Sales, specials, and 
holiday festivities. Stores and restaurants will be open. 
4-9 pm. (802) 247-5941. www.brandon.org.

BRATTLEBORO. Social Singing from The Sacred Harp. 
Free and open to the public, no experience necessary, 
loaner books provided. 7-9 pm. Kidsplayce, 20 Elliott St. 
For information e-mail cuvvlever@gmail.com. First and 
third Thursdays.

BURLINGTON. Performance: Flynn Show Choirs. 70 of 
Vermont’s best young singers, actors, and dancers, aged 
9-18. Tickets $12-$16. 6 & 8 pm. Flynn Center for the 
Performing Arts, 153 Main St. (802) 863-5966. 
www.fl ynncenter.org. Also December 19.

HANOVER, NH. 40th Anniversary Christmas Revels: 
Haddon Hall. Drama and processionals, festive dance and 

glorious carols, and music from the middle ages to the 
early twentieth century. Tickets: $8-$38. Thursday 

& Friday 7 pm, Saturday 2 pm & 7 pm, Sunday 
1 pm & 5 pm. Spaulding Auditorium, Hopkins 

Center, Dartmouth College. (603) 646-2422. 
www.hop.dartmouth.edu. revelsnorth.org. 

Through December 21.

(802) 773-1404

Open Mon-Fri 9-9, Sat 9-1
Sat & Sun Open for Birthdays

152 N. Main St., Rutland, VT
www.headoverheelsvt.com

     In Business Since 1996
     Gymnastics, Tumbling 
   Cheerleading, Fitness   
  Open Gyms, Camps 
Birthday Parties

Ages
2–18

Voted “Best of the Best” for 2013 & 2014

Rutland 
Country Store

~ A Taste of Italy ~
Sandwiches, Stromboli, Pizza

Homemade Italian Dinners

Homemade Food • Vermont-Made Products

Open Daily 5:00 am – 9:00 pm • (802) 775-7901

215 N. Main St. (Rt 7), Rutland, VT

BBQ Brisket, Pulled Pork 
Sides & Soups 

Wednesday–Friday 11–2

— Grab-n-Go —

New! 

create@creativefiberdesigns.org 
 6 Park St. Brandon, VT

Join us for the Holidays! 
Signature Handmade Lavender Goats 

Milk Soap, Readi-Made Gifts 
and Fabric Gift Cards, Puzzles, Looms, 

Inspiring Signs, Books...
Shop Moonlight Madness in 

Dec. 3: Paper Pieced Pot Holder

ing

NEW ENGLAND MAPLE MUSEUM
North of Rutland, 4598 US Rt. 7 in Pittsford, VT

1-800-639-4280 • www.maplemuseum.com

The Complete Story of Maple Sugaring
Vermont Foods & Maple Products

Holiday Gift Boxes & Baskets
We Ship • Give the Taste of Vermont!
Call to order or visit www.maplemuseum.com 

—Assorted Ready-Made or You Choose—
Maple Syrup, Maple Cream, Maple Sugar Candies, 

Maple Drops, Maple Cream Cookies, Granulated Maple 
Sugar, Maple Mustard, Sidehill Farm Jams, Farmhouse 

Red Relish, Pancake Mixes, Maple Pumpkin Butter.    

Open for the Holidays through December 30
Call for hours of operation – 1-800-639-4280
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BRISTOL. Mt. Abe Christmas Bird Count. For details call 
Randy or Cathy Durand at (802) 453-4370.

BROOKFIELD. Christmas Tree Cutting. Already-cut or 
Choose & Cut. Wreaths and evergreen brush. Christmas 
Barn with local farm goodies, maple, and more. See 
our electric train layout. 9 am – 4 pm. L.H. Stowell & 
Son Christmas Trees, 1591 Twin Ponds Rd. (802) 276-
3382. www.lhstrees.com. Also December 21.  

BURLINGTON. Winter Farmers’ Market at Memorial 
Auditorium, corner of Main St. and S. Union. 10 am – 2 pm 
every other Saturday, starting November 8 through April. 
Chris Wagner, (802) 310-5172. burlingtonfarmersmarket.org.
Also January 3, 17, 31; February 14 & 28; March 14 & 28; 
April 11. 

BURLINGTON. Performance: Vermont’s Own Nutcracker. 
Produced by Vermont Ballet Theater with special guest artist 
Samuel Wilson of the Dance Theatre of Harlem. Tickets 
$22-$35. 2 & 7 pm. Flynn Center for the Performing Arts, 
153 Main St. (802) 863-5966. www.fl ynncenter.org. Also 
December 21.

ENFIELD, NH. Christmas Lights Display. 5-9 pm through 
December 31. Santa program Fridays and Saturdays at 7:30 
pm till December 25. Free. La Salette Shrine, 410 Rt. 4A. 
(603) 632-7087. www.lasaletteofenfi eld.org. 

ENOSBURG FALLS. Performance: Greedy Greta Visits 
Christmas. Tickets $12. 7:30 pm. Enosburg Opera House, 
99 Depot St. (802) 933-6171. www.enosburgoperahouse.org. 

GRAFTON. Concert: Vermont Symphony Orchestra 
Brass Quintet with Counterpoint. A perfect blend of brass, 
voices, and good cheer! A highlight will be Noel Canadien, 
virtuoso medley of French Canadian carols. Traditional 
favorites include Sleigh Ride and Ding Dong Merrily on 
High. Tickets free (available to Grafton residents on Dec. 
2 from 10-4 at the Grafton Historical Society). 5 pm. The 
White Church, 162 Main St. (802) 864-5741. vso.org.  

GROTON. Groton Growers’ Winter Farmers Market. Every 
third Saturday, 10 am – 1 pm at Groton Community Building 
Gym. Mary Berlejung and Sandi Adams. (802) 584-3595 or 
(802) 633-3031. grotongrowers@gmail.com. 
www.grotongrowers.org. Third Saturdays through May.

HANCOCK. Hike or Snowshoe on the Texas Falls Nature 
Trail in the Green Mountain National Forest. Trail meanders 
through the forest along Texas Brook. Sponsored by the 
Green Mountain Club. Contact leader for more information, 
meeting time and place: Beth Eliason, betheliason@gmail.
com, (802) 989-3909.  www.greenmountainclub.org. 

       (Friday, December 19, continued)

POULTNEY. The Poultney Public Library Hosts Favorite 
Holiday Movies. With candy and popcorn. Free. 6 
pm. Poultney Public Library, 205 Main St. (802) 287-5556.

RUTLAND. Rutland Youth Theatre Presents Shrek the 
Musical. Tickets $12/$10. 7 pm. Paramount Theatre, 30 
Center St. (802) 775-0903. paramountvt.org. Also Dec. 20.

TINMOUTH. Contra Dance. With Pete’s Posse, calling 
by Adina Gordon. Beginners, come at 8. Refreshments. 
Admission: $9, teens $7, 12 and under free. 8-11 pm. 
Tinmouth Community Center, Rt. 140. (802) 235-2718. 
www.tinmouthvt.org. Continues third Friday of each month.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20
BELLOWS FALLS. Concert: Mili Bermejo, vocals; Dan 
Greenspan, bass, and Jiri Nedoma, piano. Tickets: $17/$13. 
7:30 pm at Immanuel Episcopal Church, 20 Church St. 
(802) 463-3100. www.immanuelretreat.org.

BENNINGTON. Walloomsac Holiday and Winter Farmers 
Markets. 10 am – 2 pm at First Baptist Church, 601 Main St. 
info@walloomsac.org. On Facebook. Also January through 
April 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 10 am – 1 pm.

BRANDON. Concert: Dickerson & Nop. Tickets: $15; pre-
concert dinner available for $20. Reservations required. 7:30 
pm. Brandon Music, 62 Country Club Rd. 
(802) 465-4071. www.brandon-music.net

BRATTLEBORO. Winter Farmers’ Market. Holiday 
markets on December 6, 13 & 20, 10 am – 3 pm. Winter 
markets Saturdays, 10 am – 2 pm, November through 
March. At the River Garden, 153 Main St. For info 
call Sherry Maher, (802) 869-2141. farmersmarket@
postoilsolutions.org. www.postoilsolutions.org.  

BRATTLEBORO. 115th Annual Christmas Bird Count for 
Brattleboro Area. Whether the day is mild or frigid, clear 
or cloudy, on Count Day, people in seven teams will scour 
a prescribed area around Brattleboro counting birds. You 
can join one of the seven fi eld teams that count birds. If you 
are a beginning birder, don’t worry; you will be in a group 
that includes experienced birdwatchers. Or if your home is 

within the boundaries of the Brattleboro Area Count, you 
can stay home and report the birds that visit your feeder.

To join a team or do a feeder count contact Chris 
Petrak at chrsptrk@svcable.net. Afterwards join 

us for the CBC “Compilation Pot Luck” at 6 
pm. Call (802) 254-9087 for location and 

directions. www.sevtaudubon.org.

HANOVER, NH. 40th Anniversary Christmas Revels: 
Haddon Hall. Drama and processionals, festive dance and 
glorious carols, and music from the middle ages to the early 
twentieth century. Tickets: $8-$38. 2 pm & 7 pm, Sun 1 
pm & 5 pm. Spaulding Auditorium,  Dartmouth College. 
(603) 646-2422. www.hop.dartmouth.edu.  revelsnorth.org. 
Also December 21.

LEBANON, NH. Performance: Amahl and the Night 
Visitors. Tickets $0-$17.50. 5 & 7 pm. Lebanon Opera 
House, 51 North Park St. (603) 448-0400. info@
lebanonoperahouse.org. www.lebanonoperahouse.org. 
Also December 21. 

LUDLOW. Fletcher Farm Annual Holiday Cookie Sale. All 
cookies made by members of the Society of Vermont Artists 
& Craftsmen.   Cookies sold by the pound and packed in 
tins. Select several different kinds for gift giving or holiday 
entertaining. 10 am – 2 pm. Meadowview Room of Fletcher 
Farm for the Arts & Crafts, 611 Rt. 103 S. (802) 228-8770. 
www.fl etcherfarm.org.

MANCHESTER. Manchester Lions Club Elf Express 
Train Ride. One hour enchanting journey through the Green 
Mountains of Southern Vermont. Refreshments will be 
served on decorated trains. Holiday melodies and dance 
routines by the elves. Purchase tickets online or at The 
Manchester and The Mountains Regional Chamber of 
Commerce, 39 Bonnet St. Tickets $25 adults (age 13 and 
over), $20 (ages 2-12), under 2 free sitting on parent’s lap. 
Departing at 10 am, 11:30 am, 1 pm, 2:30 pm, and 4 pm. 
Board at r.k. Miles, Routes 11/30. (802) 362-6313. 
manchesterlionselftrain.com.  

69 Old River Road • Woodstock, VT 
802-457-2355 • www.billingsfarm.org

December Weekends & 
December 20th – January 1st  •  10:00 A.M. – 4:00 P.M.

(excludes Christmas Day)

• 1890 Farm House  
• Dairy Farm

• Holiday Activities 
& Programs 

Discover the traditions and simplicity of
a late 19th century Christmas in Vermont.

Horse-drawn sleigh rides: Dec. 26th – Jan. 1st

27 State St.
Montpelier, VT
(802) 229-4425
www.tnc.org

weave (white with red, green, blue, black, 
or gray). We offer hand spinners’ fl eeces, 
yarn, rovings, quilting and felting batts, 
and fi nished wool products. 

Stonesthrow Farm
Katherine Smith, 136 Jack Perry Rd., 

Wallingford, VT 05773-9350. (802) 
446-3325. katsmith@vermontel.net. I 
am a handspinner with a mixed fl ock of 
Angora goats, Blueface Leicester, Rom-
ney and Cormo sheep and their crosses. 
I have lusterous coated fl eeces for hand-
spinning as well as roving, clouds, and 
pin-drafted sliver. Three styles of luxury 
yarn, machine-spun using my homegrown 
soft mohair. Limited amounts of handspun 
yarn and died mohair locks. Sheepskins. 
Registered breeding stock available as 
well as crossbred sheep for the handspin-
ners fl ock.

Tamarack Tunis
Ben Machin and Grace Bowmer, 913 

Young Rd., Corinth, VT 05039. (802) 793-
4250. ben@tamaracktunis.com,. grace@
tamaracktunis.com. www.tamaracktunis.
com. Tunis is one of the oldest American 
livestock breeds, dating to the 1700s. 
Tamarack Tunis is a grass-based farm rais-
ing heritage Tunis lamb. We produce yarn, 
wool comforters, and lambskins.

Vermont Grand View Farm 
Kim and Chuck Goodling, 1638 Scales 

Hill Rd., Washington, VT 05675. (802) 
685-4693. kimgoodling@yahoo.com. 
www.grandviewfarmvt.net. We are home 
to Vermont’s fi rst fl ock of Gotland sheep, 
originating from the Gotland Islands in 
Sweden. We offer wool products such as 
yarn CSA shares, handwoven blankets and 
rugs, and knitting kits. Visit our online 
store at woolhandcrafts.etsy.com. We also 
offer B&Bfarm stays and fi ber art classes.

For more useful information, subscribe 
to Tidbits, a free web publication, from 
Valley Food & Farm. Call (802) 291-9100. 
Visit www.vitalcommunities.org.

�Gift s from the Farm�

With chilly December and the holidays 
upon us, it’s time to think about curling up 
with a soft Vermont-made mohair, wool, 
or alpaca blanket. Find out about the hand-
made, homegrown gifts that our friends 
and neighbors are creating for us—throws, 
comforters, blankets,mittens, scarves, 
yarn, sheepskins! You can order directly 
from the farm, sometimes with a visit, or 
you can fi nd these goods at a holiday fair 
or winter farmers market. Here are some 
of the many places you can explore. Be 
sure to call ahead.

Alpacas of Windmill Hill Farm
Laura M. Solomon, 842 Grassy Brook 

Rd., Brookline, VT 05345. (802) 348-
9300. trelex88@gmail.com. www.wind
millhillartisans.etsy.com. We use hand-
spun yarn from our organically-raised al-
pacas to hand-knit and hand-crochet blan-
kets. ll sizes in natural colors including 
grey, white, fawn, black, or a combination. 
One-of-a-kind alpaca designer creations. 
Alpaca yarns and kits for sale. Shipping  
or pick-up at the farm by appointment. 

Broadbrook Mountain Farm
Holly Nash Wolff, 260 Nash Rd., Roy-

alton, VT 05068. (802) 763-7282. hol-
lynashwolff@. Natural-colored blankets 
made from premium, silky fl eece from our 
100% purebred Romney Sheep. Our fl ock 
is naturally raised on grass and organic 
hay; no pesticides or chemicals used. Very 
strong fi ber from a calm, healthy fl ock. 
Queen-sized blankets are $325 each; 
single-sized are $200.

Maple Ridge Sheep Farm 
Linda Doane, 1187 Connecticut Cor-

ners, Braintree, VT 05060. (802) 728-
3081. mrsf@mrsf.com. mrsf.com. We 
have the oldest fl ock of Shetland Sheep in 
the USA, raised with grass-based, organic 
and humane guidelines. The Maple Ridge 
Coverlet is made exclusively of Shetland 
wool grown on our farm. They come in 
traditional coverlet weave (white with a 
natural color) or in checkerboard twill 

� Judith Irven �

Landscape & Garden Designer
Helping people create beautiful gardens

Writings: www.northcountryrefl ections.com
Designs: www.outdoorspacesvermont.com 

Talks: www.judithirventalks.com 
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MIDDLEBURY. “Night Fires.” The annual winter solstice 
celebration performed by Theatre Group, Ltd. delivers 
a heartfelt pageant of singing, dancing, storytelling, and 
visual magic. Tickets $24/$20. 4 & 8 pm. Town Hall 
Theater, 68 South Pleasant St. (802) 382-9222. 
www.townhalltheater.org. Also December 21.

PITTSFORD. 3rd Annual Pittsford Farmers Market Craft 
Show. Jewelry, pottery, crafts, knit & crochet items, food 
and more. 9:30 am – 2 pm. Lothrop School Gym, 3447 Rt. 
7. (802) 483-2829. Also December 20.

RUTLAND. Winter Vermont Farmers’ Market. EBT and 
debit cards. Saturdays 10 am – 2 pm and Wednesdays 4-7 
pm. Vermont Farmers, Food Center at 251 West St. in 
downtown Rutland. (802) 753-7269. 
www.vtfarmersmarket.org. Through May 2. 

RUTLAND. Rutland Youth Theatre Presents Shrek the 
Musical. Tickets $12/$10. 2 & 7 pm. Paramount Theatre, 
30 Center St. (802) 775-0903. www.paramountvt.org.

SO. HERO. Winter Farmers’ Market. 10 am – 2 pm. 
Also So. Hero Cookie Walk 10 am – 2 pm—choose from 
100 dozen cookies! At Congregational Church of South 
Hero, UCC, 24 South St. Denise Boutin, (802) 372-3291. 
champlainislandsfarmersmarket.com.

WATERBURY. Concert: Holiday Lights. With the 
Solaris Vocal Ensemble. Admission. 7:30 pm. Waterbury 
Congregational Church at The White Meeting House, 
8 N. Main St. (802) 244-6606. www.solarisensemble.org.

WOODSTOCK. Christmas at the Farm. Holiday 
programs and making historic ornaments. Dec. 26 - Jan. 1: 
horse-drawn sleigh or wagon rides (weather permitting). 
Admission: adults $14, 62 & up $13, ages 5-15 $8, 3-4 $4, 
under 3 free. 10 am - 4 pm. Billings Farm & Museum, 
Rt. 12 & River Rd. (802) 457-2355. info@billingsfarm.org.
www.billingsfarm.org. Through January 1.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21
BURLINGTON. Performance: Vermont’s Own 
Nutcracker. Produced by Vermont Ballet Theater with 
special guest artist Samuel Wilson of the Dance Theatre of 
Harlem. Tickets $22-$35. 1 & 6:30 pm. Flynn Center for 
the Performing Arts, 153 Main St. (802) 863-5966. 
www.fl ynncenter.org. 

CANAAN. Christmas Music Concert. 4:30 pm. Grace 
Community Church, 300 Gale St. (802) 266-3071. 
kennstransky@gmail.com. thegracecommunitychurch.org.

HANOVER, NH. 40th Anniversary Christmas Revels: 
Haddon Hall. Drama and processionals, festive dance and 
glorious carols, and music from the middle ages to the 
early twentieth century. Tickets: $8-$38. 1 pm & 5 pm. 
Spaulding Auditorium, Dartmouth College. 
(603) 646-2422. www.hop.dartmouth.edu. revelsnorth.org. 

LEBANON, NH. Performance: Amahl and the Night 
Visitors. Tickets $0-$17.50. 2 pm. Lebanon Opera House, 
51 North Park St. (603) 448-0400. 
www.lebanonoperahouse.org.

MANCHESTER. Concert: Vermont Symphony Orchestra 
Brass Quintet with Counterpoint. A perfect blend of brass, 
voices, and good cheer! A highlight will be Noel Canadien, 
virtuoso medley of French Canadian carols. Traditional 
favorites include Sleigh Ride and Ding Dong Merrily on 
High. Tickets $24 adults, $20 seniors/students, free under 
18. 4 pm. First Congregational Church, 3624 Main St. 
(802) 864-5741. www.vso.org. www.fccmanchester.org.

MIDDLEBURY. Annual Messiah Sing. College-
Community Chorus. Musical scores provided. Donation 
$5 adult/$10 family. 2 pm. Middlebury Congregational 
Church, Main St. (802) 989-7355. www.middlebury.edu. 

MIDDLEBURY. “Night Fires.” The annual winter solstice 
celebration performed by Theatre Group, Ltd. delivers 
a heartfelt pageant of singing, dancing, storytelling, and 
visual magic. Tickets $24/$20. 2 pm. Town Hall Theater, 
68 South Pleasant St. (802) 382-9222. 
www.townhalltheater.org.

RUTLAND. Performance: The Nutcracker. Presented by 
the Albany Berkshire Ballet and dance students from area 
schools. Tickets $29.50-$39.50. 2 & 6 pm. Paramount 
Theatre, 30 Center St. (802) 775-0903. paramountvt.org.

WOODSTOCK. Christmas at the Farm. Holiday programs, 
make historic ornaments. Admission: adults $14, 62 & 
up $13, ages 5-15 $8, 3-4 $4, under 3 free. 10 am - 4 pm. 
Billings Farm & Museum, Rt. 12 & River Rd. 
(802) 457-2355. billingsfarm.org. Through January 1.  

MONDAY, DECEMBER 22
BRANDON. Concert: Vermont Symphony Orchestra 
Brass Quintet with Counterpoint. A perfect blend of brass, 
voices, and good cheer! A highlight will be Noel Canadien, 
virtuoso medley of French Canadian carols. Traditional 
favorites include Sleigh Ride and Ding Dong Merrily on 
High. Tickets $24 adults, $20 seniors/students, free under 
18. 7 pm. Brandon Congregational Church, 1 Park St. 
(802) 864-5741. www.vso.org.    

STOWE. Messiah Community Sing-In. Singers and 
listeners are both welcome. Scores available but bring your 
own if you have one. Suggested donation: $8 at the door. 
7 pm; doors open at 6:30 pm. Stowe Community Church, 
137 Main St. (802) 253-7257.

WOODSTOCK. Christmas at the Farm. Holiday programs, 
make historic ornaments. Admission: adults $14, 62 & 
up $13, ages 5-15 $8, 3-4 $4, under 3 free. 10 am - 4 pm. 
Billings Farm & Museum, Rt. 12 & River Rd. 
(802) 457-2355. www.billingsfarm.org. Through January 1.  

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 23
RUTLAND. Winter Movie Series: Home Alone. Don’t 
miss this holiday favorite in high defi nition on the big 
screen!  Free. 7 pm. Paramount Theatre, 30 Center St. 
(802) 773-9380. www.rutlanddowntown.com.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24
RUTLAND. Winter Vermont Farmers’ Market. EBT and 
debit cards. Saturdays 10 am – 2 pm and Wednesdays 4-7 
pm. Vermont Farmers, Food Center at 251 West St. in 
downtown Rutland. For info contact Doug Patac 
(802) 753-7269, vtfarmersmarket.org. Through May 2.

WHITE RIVER JUNCTION. Performance: A Christmas 
Carol. Presented by the Northern Stage. Tickets $14-$54. 
2 pm. Briggs Opera House, 5 S. Main St. (802) 291-9009. 
northernstage.org. Through December 28.

WOODSTOCK. Christmas at the Farm. Holiday programs, 
make historic ornaments. Admission: adults $14, 62 & 
up $13, ages 5-15 $8, 3-4 $4, under 3 free. 10 am - 4 
pm. Billings Farm & Museum, Rt. 12 & River Rd. (802) 
457-2355. info@billingsfarm.org. www.billingsfarm.org. 
Through January 1.    

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25
Merry Christmas

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 26
WOODSTOCK. Christmas at the Farm. Horse-drawn 
sleigh or wagon rides. Holiday programs, make historic 
ornaments. Admission: adults $14, 62 & up $13, ages 
5-15 $8, 3-4 $4, under 3 free. 10 am - 4 pm. Billings Farm 
& Museum, Rt. 12 & River Rd. (802) 457-2355. info@
billingsfarm.org. www.billingsfarm.org. Through January 1.   

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 27
PROCTOR. Christmas Bird Count. Join us for the 
highlight of our year and annual Rutland County Audubon 
Society tradition for over 40 years. The countdown 
and potluck will follow at the Proctor Library at 6 pm. 
Bring a dish to share. Beverages and utensils provided. 
shamwarivt@aol.com. rutlandcountyaudubon.org.

RUTLAND. Winter Vermont Farmers’ Market. Local 
produce, crafts, prepared foods. Live music. EBT and debit 
cards. Saturdays 10 am – 2 pm and Wednesdays 4-7 pm. 
Vermont Farmers, Food Center at 251 West St. in downtown 
Rutland. For info contact Doug Patac (802) 753-7269, 
info@vtfarmersmarket.org. vtfarmersmarket.org. Through 
May 2.

WOODSTOCK. Christmas at the Farm. Horse-drawn 
sleigh or wagon rides. Holiday programs, make historic 
ornaments. Admission: adults $14, 62 & up $13, ages 
5-15 $8, 3-4 $4, under 3 free. 10 am - 4 pm. Billings Farm 
& Museum, Rt. 12 & River Rd. (802) 457-2355. info@
billingsfarm.org. www.billingsfarm.org. Through January 1. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28
ARLINGTON. Messiah Sing-a-long. 3 pm. St. James 
Episcopal Church, Rt. 7A. (802) 375-9952. www.
stjamesarlingtonvt.org.

WHITE RIVER JUNCTION. Performance: A 
Christmas Carol. Presented by the Northern Stage. 
Tickets $14-$54. 2 pm. Briggs Opera House, 
5 S. Main St. (802) 291-9009. northernstage.org. 
Through December 28.

Open to Visitors Daily 

Year-round 9–5, summertime 8–8. 

We ship • (802) 223-2740 • morsefarm.com 

1168 County Rd., Montpelier, VT
(Upper Main St., just 2.7 miles from downtown)

          
Original Maple Kettle Corn. Made Fresh Daily. 

Don’t miss our maple creemees!

200 Years 

of Maple 

Experience

MORSE FARM
MAPLE SUGARWORKS

Come for the Morse 
Farm Experience! 

Ski Touring Center
Country Store • Sugar House 

Woodshed Theatre • Maple Trail 
Outdoor Farm Life Museum 

Whimsical Carved Folklife Characters

d cVermont 
Balsam Wreaths

Handmade and decorative with 
red berry clusters, pine cones, 

and a red velvet bow.

    Shipped Everywhere in U.S.

$23.75 plus S&H

dc
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The Vermont Country Sampler
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(802) 672-6223 • Bruce & Alice Paglia

Poulin Grain Dealer
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WOODSTOCK. Christmas at the Farm. Horse-drawn 
sleigh or wagon rides. Holiday programs, make historic 
ornaments. Admission: adults $14, 62 & up $13, ages 
5-15 $8, 3-4 $4, under 3 free. 10 am - 4 pm. Billings Farm 
& Museum, Rt. 12 & River Rd. (802) 457-2355. info@
billingsfarm.org. www.billingsfarm.org. Through January 1.  

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 30
RUTLAND. Winter Movie Series: Ice Age. Ray Romano, 
John Leguizamo and Denis Leary star in this animated 
comedy, full of adventure. Free. 7 pm. Paramount Theatre, 
30 Center St. (802) 773-9380. www.rutlanddowntown.com.   

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31
BELMONT. New Year’s Eve at Star Lake. Welcome in 
the New Year with good friends, good cheer, fi reworks, a 
bonfi re and skating. Co-sponsored with the Mount Holly 
Sno*Drifters. Free! 9-11 pm. (802) 259-2562. 
mounthollyvt.org.

BRATTLEBORO. Last Night Horse-Drawn Rides. In 
conjunction with Brattleboro’s Last Night Celebration. 
Sleigh or wagon, rain or shine, 20 minute rides, on a 
no-reservations-needed basis. Adults $8, under 12 $4. Call 
for times. Fair Winds Farm, 511 Upper Dummerston Rd., 
off Rt. 30. (802) 254-9067. www.fairwindsfarm.org. 

BURLINGTON. First Night Burlington. A celebration of 
the New Year, presenting more than 100 performances of 
music, dance, theater, comedy, and other performing arts in 
20 venues. 2 pm to 12 am. Admission is with a First Night 
button. (802) 863-6005. www.fi rstnightburlington.com.

MANCHESTER. Manchester Music Festival New Year’s 
Eve Concerts. Family concert at 4 pm—tickets: adults $13; 
18 and under free. Full concert at 6 pm—tickets: adults $30; 
18 and under $13. At the First Congregational Church, 3624 
Main St. (802) 362-1956. www.mmfvt.org.

NORWICH. Special New Year’s Eve Contra Dance with 
Cuckoo’s Nest. Ruth Sylvester, caller. All dances taught. 

Beginners are welcome—no partner is necessary. Please 
bring a separate pair of soft-soled shoes for dancing. 

Potluck fi nger food at the break and singing at 
midnight! Admission $15, students $10, under 16 

& seniors half price. 8 pm, beginners session 
7:45 pm. Tracy Hall, 300 Main St. (802) 

785-4607. rbarrows@cs.dartmouth.edu. 

RUTLAND. Winter Vermont Farmers’ Market. Local 
produce, crafts, prepared foods. Live music. EBT and debit 
cards. Saturdays 10 am – 2 pm and Wednesdays 4-7 pm. 
Vermont Farmers Food Center at 251 West St. in downtown 
Rutland. For information contact Doug Patac at 
(802) 753-7269, info@vtfarmersmarket.org. 
www.vtfarmersmarket.org. Through May 2.

RUTLAND. New Year’s Early Eve Event for Families. Live 
music, local foods, family crafts, face painting. 3-4 pm. Fox 
Room, Rutland Free Library, 10 Court St. (802) 773-1860. 
rutlandfree.org. 

ST. JOHNSBURY. 22nd Annual First Night. More than 220 
entertainers, artists and musicians, performing at 18 venues 
on and near Main St. Free pancake supper, fi reworks, great 
food, free shuttle. Button admission $13, $20. 4-12 pm, 
midnight. (802) 748-2600. info@catamountarts.org. 
www.catamountarts.org. www.fi rstnightstj.com.

ONGOING ACTIVITIES 
MONTPELIER. Kellogg-Hubbard Holiday Book Sale. 
Thousands of books, from shiny new bestsellers to antique 
curiosities. Also fi nd CDs, DVDs, maps, sheet music, and 
more. Books are organized by subject for easy browsing. 
Hardcovers $2 each, softcovers $1 each. Hours: Mon-Thurs 
10 am – 8 pm, Fri 10 am – 5:30 pm, Sat 10 am – 5:30 pm. 
Kellogg-Hubbard Library, 135 Main St. (802) 223-3338. 
www.kellogghubbard.org. December 13 through January 17.

PROCTOR. Marble Cafe and Gift Shop. Enjoy pastries, 
soups and sandwiches. Free wifi . Open Tuesday thru Saturday 
year round from 9 am – 3 pm. At the Marble Museum, 52 
Main St. (The museum itself will reopen in the Spring). 
(802) 459-2750. www.vermontmarblegifts.com.  

RUPERT. Merck Forest and Farmland. Camping, cabins, 
trails, farm, workshops and seasonal events. Visitor’s Center 
and store with certifi ed organic maple syrup, our own 
100% wool blankets, and more. Open year round, dawn to 
dusk. 3270 Rt. 315, west of Manchester. (802) 394-7836. 
merckforest.org. 

RUTLAND. Winter Vermont Farmers’ Market. Local 
produce, crafts, prepared foods. Live music. EBT and debit 
cards. Saturdays 10 am – 2 pm and Wednesdays 4-7 pm. 
Vermont Farmers, Food Center at 251 West St. in downtown 
Rutland. For information contact Doug Patac at 
(802) 753-7269. info@vtfarmersmarket.org. 
www.vtfarmersmarket.org. Through May 2. 

RUTLAND. Himalayan Salt Cave. Come relax in the 
only public Himalayan Salt Cave in North America. 
Mon–Fri 10 am – 7 pm, Sat & Sun 10 am – 6 pm. $12. 
Pyramid Holistic Wellness Center, 120 Merchants Row. 
For reservations call (802) 775-8080. www.pyramidvt.com.

WEST RUTLAND. Vermont Herbal General Store. Tai’ 
Chi Gung intro classes, Wed at 6 pm. Free intro classes. 
Reiki healings, Chinese ear coning, handmade herbal 
remedies, teas, and lotions. Crystals, stones, and books. All 
are welcome. Open Tues & Wed 1-6, Thurs-Sat 12-6, Sun 
1-4, closed Fri. Vermont Herbal General Store, 518 Main St. 
(802) 438-2766. info@vermontherbal.com. 
www.vermontherbal.com.

MUSEUMS, EXHIBITS & GALLERIES
BARRE. Vermont History Center and Leahy Library. 
Adults: $5; families: $12; students, children, seniors: $3; 
members and children under 6: free. Monday through 
Friday, 9 am – 4 pm. Vermont Historical Society, 60 
Washington St. (802) 479-8500. vermonthistory.org.

BELMONT. Stephanie Stouffer Studio and Gallery Gift 
Shop. Hooked pillows and rugs, tapestries, holiday cards, 
and stoneware. Free admission. Call for appointment. 
Stephanie Stouffer Studio and Gallery Gift Shop, 250 Maple 
Hill Rd. (802) 259-2686. stouffer@vermontel.net. 
www.stephaniestouffer.com. 

BENNINGTON. Bennington Center for the Arts. 
Admission: adults $9, seniors & students $8, families $20, 
under 12 are free. Open Wed-Mon, 10 am - 5 pm. 44 Gypsy 
Lane. (802) 442-7158. thebennington.org.

BENNINGTON. Bennington Museum. Exhibits and 
programs, founding documents, fi ne art, and more. See 
Bennington Pottery, the 1924 Wasp Touring Car, Vermont 
furniture, and the Bennington Flag—one of America’s 
oldest fl ags. Admission $10, children under 18 free. Free 
admission to the Gift Shop. Open 10 am - 5 pm every day 
except Wednesdays. Bennington Museum, 75 Main St. 
(802) 447-1571. www.benningtonmuseum.org.

BRANDON. Compass Music and Arts Center. Arts 
businesses and studios, classes & workshops, exhibits, 
concerts, and community events. A gift shop. Onsite 
café. 10 am – 5 pm daily. Compass Music and Arts 
Center, 333 Jones Drive, Park Village, 1.5 miles 
north of downtown. (802) 247-4295. 
www.cmacvt.org. 

RIVERKNOLL – Rock Shop

The Gibsons          (802) 746-8198

554 VT Rt. 100 - Stockbridge, Vermont 05772

Gifts & Jewelry
Crystals & Mineral Specimens

Lapidary Equipment & Supplies
Gem Cutting Instruction

Collecting Equipment
Bead Restringing

Open Daily 8–5:30 Mon–Fri
8–3 Sat • 9–1 Sun

802-234-5884
1815 River St., Bethel, VT

www.locustcreekoutfitters.com

Hunting • Fishing •Archery
Outdoor Acessories
Footwear • Clothing

Locust Creek Outfitters

Paying Top Cash Price
for Quality Roots!

Contact Dave Hicks
NYS Registered Ginseng Dealer #5

Granville, NY • 518-632-5422

WANTED 
Wild

Ginseng

Christmas Trees 
 Wreaths • Kissing Balls  

Fresh Holiday Arrangements.
Call or stop by. Open daily, closed Tues.Call or stop by. Open daily, closed Tues.

Rt. 100, Pittsfi eld, VT • (802) 746-8100Rt. 100, Pittsfi eld, VT • (802) 746-8100

Also Non-GMO Conventional Feed
All products available in standard 50# bags

Bulk available upon request

16% Pig Grower Pellet 
16% Pig Grower Mash 

Whole Roasted Soybean 
16% Sheep & Goat Pellet 
26% Turkey Starter Mash

21% Turkey Grower Pellets
Whole Barley 
Whole Oats 

Molasses (/Lb) 
Redmond Salt

Redmond Blocks (44 lbs)
Kelpmeal

Scratch

21% Poultry Starter 
Grower Mash 

17% Poultry Grower Pellet
19% Broiler Grower Crumbles

20% Calf Starter 
Cracked Corn 
Whole Corn 

16% Dairy Pellet 
20% Dairy Pellet 

Natural Advantage 12 – Pellet
16% Layer Mash 

16% Coarse Layer Mash 
16% Layer Pellet 

Certifi ed Organic Feeds: 
Green Mountain Feeds

Store Hours: 
Mon–Fri, 8 am – 5 pm 

Sat, 8 am – 12 noon

Green Mountain Feeds
65 Main Street, Bethel, Vermont 05032 

Phone: (802) 234-6278 • Fax: (802) 234-6578
www.greenmountainfeeds.com

⌜▔▔▔▔▔▔▔▔⌝
▏ ▕
▏ ▕
▏ ▕
▏ ▕
▏ ▕
▏ ▕
▏ ▕
▏ ▕
⌞▁▁▁▁▁▁▁▁⌟

RESTAURANT 

Fresh Seafood 
Chicken • Steaks

THURSDAY: 
All-You-Can-Eat 

Fish ’n’ Chips

FRIDAY: 
Captain Bill’s Seafood 
Chowder & Prime Rib

Rt. 107, Bethel, VT 
(802) 234-9400

Hours: 
11 am – 8 pm 

Thurs – Sat
through

New Year’s

New:New:
Sunday Sunday 
Brunch Brunch 

9 am – 1 pm9 am – 1 pm

MORSE FARM
MAPLE SUGARWORKS

Sugar Words
Musings From

An Old Vermonter

$19.95 plus $5 s/h 
(paper cover)

Morse Farm, 1168 County Rd.

Montpelier, VT 05602 • (802) 223-2740

We Ship • morsefarm.com

Two Books by Burr Morse 
A sugarmaker describes what maple 

and life in Vermont are all about.

Golden Times 
Tales Through The 

Sugarhouse Window

$19.95 plus $5 s/h 
(paper cover)

Preserving Vermont’s 
Last Great Places 

Since 1960

27 State Street
Montpelier, VT 05602

Tel. 802/229-4425 • Website: www.tnc.org
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SO. STRAFFORD. Mixed Media Works by Late Artist 
Harlow Lent. On exhibit in Cafe 232 through the winter. 
The paintings, completed from 1990-1992 incorporate oil 
and acrylic on foil and can be viewed during café winter 
hours: Wednesday through Friday 6 am – 2 pm; Saturday 7 
am – 2 pm; and Sunday 8 am – 1 pm. 8-1. Free wifi . Cafe 
232, 232 Rt. 132, (802) 765-9232. (802) 885-6156. 
www.nlwatercolor.com. cafe232.com. 

SPRINGFIELD. Gallery at the VAULT. A Vermont State 
Craft Center featuring fi ne art and hand-crafted gifts from 
over 125 local and regional artists and craftsmen. Exhibits, 
classes, workshops. 6th Tuesday - Saturday 11 am – 5 pm. 
68 Main St. (802) 885-7111. galleryvault.org.

SPRINGFIELD. The Great Hall Presents: Fibrations! 
New England Fiber Art & Mixed-Media Invitational 
Exhibition. Wine and light refreshments will be served. 
The Great Hall, 100 River St. (802) 885-3061. 
bob@springfi elddevelopment.org. jam@vermontel.net. 
Through Spring 2015.

SPRINGFIELD. Plein Air Exhibit. Open 8 am – 5 pm 
Monday through Friday. Art on the River Gallery, 
100 River St. Through mid-March.

ST. JOHNSBURY. Fairbanks Museum and Planetarium. 
Admission: adults $8, seniors and children under 17 $6, 
under 5 free. Winter hours: Tues-Sat 9 am – 5 pm, Sun 1-5 
pm. Fairbanks Museum and Planetarium, 1302 Main St. 
(802) 748-2372. fairbanksmuseum.org

ST. JOHNSBURY. The Stephen Huneck Gallery at Dog 
Mountain and Dog Chapel. Free. Winter hours through 
April 30: Thursday through Monday 11 am – 4 pm. Dog 
Mountain, 143 Parks Rd. off Spaulding Rd. 
(800) 449-2580. contact@dogmt.com. www.dogmt.com.

WOODSTOCK. Billings Farm & Museum. Visit the 
Jersey herd, draft horses, oxen, and sheep and tour the 
restored and furnished 1890 Farm House. Open November-
February Weekends, 10 am to 4 pm;  Christmas and 
February Vacation Weeks, 10 am to 4 pm. Admission: 
adults $14, age 62 & up $13, children ages 5-15 $8, 3-4 $4, 
under 3 free. Billings Farm & Museum, Rt. 12 & River Rd. 
(802) 457-2355. info@billingsfarm.org. 
www.billingsfarm.org. 

HORSEBACK RIDING & WAGON RIDES 
BRATTLEBORO. Fair Winds Farm Wagon Rides. 
Half-hour reserved horse-drawn rides through fi elds and 
woods, and along a babbling brook. Adults $10, kids 
3-12 $6, minimum $50, after 5 pm $80. Visit our farm 
store. Fair Winds Farm is a “Diversifi ed, Horse Powered, 
Vermont Family Farm” at 511 Upper Dummerston Rd., 
off Rt. 30. (802) 254-9067. fairwinds@fairwindsfarm.org. 
fairwindsfarm.org. 

CHITTENDEN. Horse-Drawn Sleigh Rides. 30-minute 
rides Wednesday through Sunday. $30 for 15 years and 
older, $20 for 4 - 14 years, 3 and under free. Private rides 
available. To reserve, call the Nordic Ski & Snowshoe 
Center at (802) 483-6089 from 9 am – 5 pm or after hours 
call the front desk at (802) 483-2311. Mountain Top Inn & 
Resort, 195 Mountain Top Rd. www.mountaintopinn.com. 
December through March.

LANDGROVE. Karl Pfi ster Horse-Drawn Sleigh, Wagon 
and Carriage Rides. Rides leave on the hour from 
Landgrove Inn. Call for reservations. (802) 824-4663. 
www.karlpfi stersleigh.com.

PUTNEY. Green Mountain Orchards. Horse-drawn wagon 
rides year-round by reservation. 130 West Hill Rd. (exit 
4, I-91), look for signs in Putney Village. (802) 387-5851. 
www.greenmtorchards.com.

SHELBURNE. Sleigh Rides. Enjoy a 20-minute horse-
drawn sleigh ride from the Welcome Center (weather 
permitting). If there’s not enough snow, we’ll have wagon 
rides instead. Fee: $10 adult, $8 children, 2 and under 
free.11 am – 2 pm, fi rst come, fi rst served. Reservations for 
private 20-minute sleigh rides at 2:30 and 3 pm. Shelburne 
Farms, 1611 Harbor Rd. off Rt. 7. (802) 985-8686. 
registration@shelburnefarms.org. www.shelburnefarms.
org. Every day through January 1st except Christmas Day.  

WILMINGTON. Scenic Horseback Trail Rides. $25/40 
minutes. Children over 6 can ride alone. Year round by 
reservation. Flames Stables, Rt. 100 south. (802) 464-8329. 

WOODSTOCK. Horse-Drawn Sleigh or Wagon Rides. 
Available December 14 and December 20 through January 
1. Admission: $14 adults, $13 seniors, $8 children 5-15, $4 
children 3 & 4. 10 am - 4 pm. Billings Farm & Museum, 
Rt. 12 & River Rd. (802) 457-2355. www.billingsfarm.org.

BRATTLEBORO. Brattleboro Museum & Art Center. 
Exhibits and programs. Open 11-5. Closed Tues & Wed. 
Admission $6/$4/$3. 10 Vernon St. (802) 257-0124. www.
brattleboromuseum.org. 

BURLINGTON. ECHO Lake Aquarium and Science 
Center. Admission: $9.50 adults, $7 ages 3-17,  $8 seniors 
and students, under 3 free. Monday–Sunday, 10 am – 5 
pm. At Leahy Center for Lake Champlain, One College St. 
(877) 324-6385. www.echovermont.org.
 
CHESTER. 103 Artisans Marketplace. Hand crafted 
gifts, decorative accessories, small batch Chocolates and 
Vermont Maple products. Thanksgiving Open House 
November 28-30. Owned by artists Elise & Payne Junker, 
exclusive showroom of Junker Studio metalwork. Open 
every day 10 am – 5 pm, closed Tuesday. Located on Rt. 
103, south of town—look for the life-size moose! (802) 
875-7400. Gallery103.com.

ENOSBURG FALLS. Art Exhibit. Featured artist 
reception fi rst Sunday of every month, 1-3 pm. Open 
Wednesday through Saturday, 10 am – 5 pm, Sunday 10-2 
pm. Artist In Residence—a Cooperative Gallery, 321 Main 
St. (802) 933-6403. www.artistinresidencecoop.com.

GRAFTON. Art Exhibits. Open daily 10 am – 5 pm. 
Gallery North Star, 151 Townshend Rd. (802) 843-2465. 
gallery@gnsgrafton.com. www.gnsgrafton.com. 

MANCHESTER. Visit Hildene, The Lincoln Family 
Home. Summer home of presidential son, Robert Lincoln. 
Museum store and welcome center. “Our House for the 
Holidays”, December 6 & 7. Admission: $18 adults, $5 
children 6-14, under 6 free. Open daily 9:30 am to 4:30 
pm. Hildene, off Rt. 7A. (802) 362-1788. hildene.org.

MIDDLEBURY. Henry Sheldon Museum of Vermont. 
The oldest chartered community history museum in the 
United States, welcoming visitors since 1882. Exhibits, 
research center, and museum shop. On view through 
January 3, 2015 are two exhibits: a Retrospective of 
Watercolors by Arthur Healy, an esteemed Middlebury 
College studio and history of art professor; and Charity 
& Sylvia: A Weybridge Couple, which celebrates the lives 
of two mid-19th century women who shared a house and 
partnered as couturiers in rural Vermont. Admission: adults 
$5, youth 6-18 $3, senior $4.50, family $ 12, under 6 free. 
Open Tues-Sat 10 am – 5 pm. Henry Sheldon Museum of 
Vermont History, One Park St. (803) 388-2117. 
www.henrysheldonmuseum.org.

MIDDLEBURY. Vermont Folklife Center. Gallery, 
archives & research center, programs, and Heritage Shop. 
Free admission. Open Tues-Sat 10 am – 5 pm. Vermont 
Folklife Center, 88 Main St., (802) 388-4964. info@
vermontfolklifecenter.org. www.vermontfolklifecenter.org. 

MONTPELIER. Vermont History Museum & Bookstore. 
One admission fee gives access to both the Vermont 
History Museum and the Vermont Heritage Galleries. 
Adults: $5; families: $12; students, children, seniors: $3; 
members and children under 6: free. Open 9 am – 4 pm, 
Tuesday through Saturday. Pavilion Building, 109 State St. 
(802) 828-2291. www.vermonthistory.org.

NORWICH. Montshire Museum of Science. Exhibits, 
trails, programs, and museum store. Open 10 am – 5 pm 
daily. Admission $14 adults, $11 children 2-17, under 2 
free. Open daily 10 am – 5 pm. One Montshire Rd. 
(802) 649-2200. www.montshire.org.

PITTSFORD. New England Maple Museum. World’s 
largest maple museum. Tour through Vermont’s famous 
maple industry and visit our gift shop. Admission: adults 
$5, children $1, under 6 free. Call for hours open during 
December. New England Maple Museum, 4578 Rt. 7, 
north of the village. (802) 483-9414. 
info@maplemuseum.com. www.maplemuseum.com. 

RUTLAND. Chaffee Downtown Art Center. Exhibits, 
workshops, classes. Open Tuesday-Friday 12-6 pm, and 
Saturday 10 am - 5 pm. Chaffee Downtown Gallery, 75 
Merchants Row. (802) 775-0062. info@chaffeeartcenter.
org. www.chaffeeartcenter.org. 

SAXTONS RIVER. River Artisans Cooperative. 40 
craftspeople keep the shelves stocked with a wide variety 
of handcrafted items. Open to new members. Year round, 
weekdays from 12-5 pm and weekends from 10 am – 3 pm. 
26B Main St. (802) 869-2099. www.riverartisans.com. 

SHOREHAM. Shoreham Bell Museum. See 5-6,000 bells 
collected from all over the world. Open most afternoons 
by appointment or chance year round. Free admission, 
donations accepted. Shoreham Bell Museum, 127 Smith 
St. off Rt. 74 west. For information call Judy Blake at 
(802) 897-2780. vtcat@shorehambellmuseum.com. 
www.shorehambellmuseum.com.

DAVARTISTS ARTWORKS

Matting & Framing
Original Prints & Paintings • Woodcrafts

Maryann Mayberry Davis
Portrait, Landscape, Wildlife Artist

George Andrew Davis—Pastel Artist

Open Daily. Closed Sunday.

(802) 234-5001 • Cell: (802) 310-2337

2190 VT Route 107, Bethel, VT 05032

Biggest Inventory and Best Prices in the Area.
Large Selection of OEM and Aftermarket Parts.

Also, Many New & Used Small Engine Parts.

GERRY L. WHITE
SNOWMOBILE 

PARTS & SALES

31 Arctic Cat Road, Bethel, VT
gwhite1948@myfairpoint.net

Open Evenings and 
Weekends: (802) 234-9368

Old Millstream Farm�

(802) 291-4673
1147 Mill Rd. South Royalton, VT

One mile up Mill Rd. from Rt. 110

Christmas Trees • Wreaths
VT Apples & Our Own Cider

Our Own Maple Syrup

i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i
i i
i i
i i
i i
i i
i i
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i i
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i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

Local
Christmas

Trees
Wreaths & Gifts

Re-opening November 20 
thru December 23 

(closed November 26-27)
Bethel, VT • I-89 Exit 3, 1½ mi. west on Rt. 107

(802) 234-6622 • (888) 234-6622
— Gift Certifi cates make GREAT gifts! —

�Red Slippers�

That winter our fi rst child was in you and was born,
We lived upstairs in Lyndonville, heating with oil.
I gave piano lessons all round for fi fty cents—
It was Depression times—driving an aged Reo,
And played at the Baptist Church in St. Johnsbury,
Earning three dollars a week for that. Your mother gave
Us food, my father sent us money every month.
The child was due in January. For Christmas I
Bought you a pair of cheap red slippers, sheepskin-lined,
And told you someday I would give you something better.

—JAMES HAYFORD
Orleans, VT 1952
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Christmas Open House: Dec. 5, 6, & 7
Refreshments, door prizes, and grab bag.

 VT Logo Candles by Crossroads • Greeting Cards
Linens • Kringle, McCalls  & Woodwick Candles 

Sweet Grass Farm Soaps & Lotions • VT Food Lines
Willow Tree Figurines • Braided & Hooked Rugs 
Silver Forest Jewelry • Wendell August Metalcraft  
Trivets & Coasters • Sweat Shirts, Socks, & Scarves

Try Our Delicious Fudge in Homemade
Candy Cane Divinity & Peppermint Bark Flavors

Rt. 107, Royalton, VT 
(802) 763-2537 • I-89 Exit 3 (Bethel)

Open Daily 10–6 � We Ship � VISA, MC

Holidays Are Here!
Fully-Stocked 

Christmas Shop
Vermont Maple Truffl es

Aussie Soaps • Windchimes
Heart of Christmas Mice

UT



^^

^ ^Contradance
w i t h 

Northern Spy

8 pm, Saturday, December 14th
Tracy Hall, Norwich, VT

Admission $8 (students $5, under 16 free, seniors by donation)
All dances taught. Beginners welcome. No partner necessary. 

Please bring a separate pair of soft-soled shoes for dancing.

(802) 785-4607 • rbarrows@cs.dartmouth.edu

David Millstone, caller
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Maple Syrup, Cream, Sugar, 
And Maple Sugar Covered Nuts

We Ship! • Visitors Welcome 
1089 Silloway Rd., Randolph Center, VT

(802) 728-3625 • www.sillowaymaple.com • 

 Solar-Powered • Traditional Wood-Fired

“It Runs 
in the 

Family”

Family 
Operated 

Since 1942

Lower Stock Farm Road
Randolph, Vermont

“One of Vermont’s 
Premier Real Estate Developments”

•  1,300 acres and 18 miles of trails.

• Spectacular 10 to 60 acre building sites starting 
at $100,000 with 95% fi nancing.

• Extensive 18 mile set of trails that criss cross 
through woods, wide open fi elds and streams.

• Fronting on three miles of the Third Branch of 
the White River and adjacent 18-hole Montague 
Golf Club.

• Centered around the beautiful Three Stallion Inn.

• “The best lodging, dining, and sporting 
experience in Central Vermont.”

• Golf – Tennis – Biking – Hiking – Pool – Fishing 
Horseback Riding – X-C Skiing – Snowshoeing

�

For information or viewing, please contact:
Sam Sammis, Owner - 802-522-8500

 Chef’s
MARKET
Produce & Provisions
Crazy Good Produce • Local & Hand Selected Products

Chef’s Market Grab-n-Go • Full Service Boar’s Head Deli

Chef’s Market Catering • Vermont Handcraft Gallery

—SUPPORTING LOCAL FARMERS FIRST— 

Open: Mon–Fri 9–6, Sat 9–5, Sun 10–3

839 RT. 12 SOUTH, RANDOLPH, VT
(802) 728-4202 • www.chefsmarketvt.com

Just $19.95 each. Buy at bookstores, Kinney Drugs and 
shops throughout Vermont. Ask for MAINE WILD too! 
Sneak preview, order online at PineMartenPress.com 

GREAT VERMONT STORIES FOR HOLIDAY GIFTS!

VERMONT WILD
Three bestselling volumes of  true, laugh out loud game warden 

adventures! Stories include: Moose Vesuvius, Raccoon Riot, 
Stowe Turkey, Gimmee the Gun and dozens more. Illustrated.

Stories read 
and loved 

by ages 
9 to 99!

The Christmas Revels, a 
beloved Upper Valley tradi-
tion for the whole family, is 
presented by Revels North at 
the Hopkins Center at Dart-
mouth College in Hanover, 
NH. Performances will take 
place on Thursday, Decem-
ber 18th, 7 p.m. with Open-
ing Night family discounts; 
Friday, December 19th, 7 
p.m.; Saturday, December 
20th, 2 & 7 p.m.; Sunday, 
December 21st, 1 & 5 p.m. 
All performances are handi-
cap accessible. 

Celebrate the holiday sea-
son through a festival of 
music and traditions that 
spans seven centuries as we 
transform the Hop into Had-
don Hall, an historic English 
manor house with a wealth of 
interest and intrigue. 

Our story is set in 1920; 
the Duke of Rutland has in-
herited the estate, which has 
sat empty for the past 200 
years—or so he thinks. While 
selling the Hall would make 
him marvelously wealthy, a 
bevy of ancestors from the 

photo by Stefan Strong
The Revels Teens Chorus performs in this year’s Christmas Revels:  Haddon Hall—A Celebration of the Winter Solstice. 

Hanover, NH

�The Christmas Revels�  
Haddon Hall—A Celebration of the Winter Solstice

FARM-ALL-FIX

(Across from Mid-State Riding Rink)

“Oil Change to Overhaul”
Jonsered Chain Saws 

New and Used Tractor Parts
Ariens Snow Blowers

Open Mon–Fri 8–5, Sat 8–Noon
– Mike McPhetres –

Farm Machinery Repair
Specializing in Repairs & Restoration of Older Tractors

1236 Rt. 12N, Randolph, VT • (802) 728-3390

past 800 years feel differently 
and literally come out of the 
woodwork to take matters 
into their own hands. How 
will they help the Duke fi nd 
the spirit of celebration and 
the wisdom of past genera-
tions?

Experience drama and 
processionals, participate 
in festive dance and glori-
ous carols, and take delight 
in music from the middle 
ages to the early twentieth 
century. Classic Revels tradi-
tions will include The Lord 
of the Dance, The Boar’s 
Head, Abbots Bromley and 
Dona Nobis Pacem. Join our 
children’s, teen and adult 
choruses, musicians, actors 
and dancers for a holiday 
extravaganza worthy of our 
40th Anniversary!

Tickets are $11-$38. Chil-
dren’s tickets on Decem-
ber 18 are $8. The Hopkins 
Center, 4 E. Wheelock St., 
Hanover, NH. (603) 646-
2422. hop.dartmouth.edu. 
revelsnorth.org.

Every winter, the two koi in my small pond stop feeding 
when the water temperature reaches the low 40s. Both fi sh 
are about a foot long. Zelda is a golden orange. Emmett 
is white with black markings. They lie side by side in the 
deepest water near the pump, slowly moving their fi ns but 
not responding when I walk close to them or when I put a 
rake near them to remove leaves. They will remain almost 
motionless until April when the high, warm sun and singing 
toads arouse them.

Zelda and Emmett seem to have no worries. This is their 
eighth winter in the pond. They seem to know that there is 
nothing they can do to change the course of the season. They 
do not challenge the narrow boundaries of their habitat. There 
is nothing they can do to alter their future. There is nothing 
they can do if the pump stops working or if the pond freezes 
solid because the heater stops working or if I simply forget 
about them. Day after day, they remain motionless facing 
west waiting for spring as though they really do know that 

December Journal
�Watching Winter Koi�

by Bill Felker
April will bring the mild west winds that will eventually 
quicken them.

I tend to identify with plants and animals, often more 
than with other people. I look for human parallels in almost 
every life form I fi nd. Sometimes I take away lessons from 
my encounters. Sometimes I philosophize unreasonable 
connections between species.

In the case of the koi, I wonder if they have reached en-
lightenment and if they have transcended passion and desire. 
Do they instinctively count their breaths or the cold fronts 
or the sunsets? Do they remember spring and the warmth of 
the water? Do they have dreams of fi nding food among the 
lizard’s tail and the water willow and the wild iris?

I fi nd myself jealous of their winter season, of their ap-
parent indifference to danger, of their ability to use the cold 
to their advantage. I am jealous of their single-mindedness, 
of their resignation, of their deep patience, endurance and 
trust, of their seeming indifference to “all that can fall away.”

I am jealous of their bodies that simply tell them to look 
west, to expect without questioning or analysis of precedent. 
Watching the koi every day, I pick through the pieces of their 
mentoring, place them one way and then another and then 
another in the scattered puzzle of my mind.



 Vermont Country Sampler, December 2014  Page 25

photo by Dick ConradA cheery chickadee pauses in the winter crabapples in Judith Irven’s garden. 

Route 12, 
East Braintree, VT

(802) 728-5252

GIFT 
CERTIFICATES

For the Best 
All Season Sports Equip ment

Complete Line of Groceries & Beer. 

GUNS • HANDGUNS • AMMO • SCOPES
Large In-Stock Inventory of Hunting Rifl es, Shotguns 
and Handguns • Reloading Supplies • Buck Knives 
Hunting & Work Boots • Muzzle Loading Supplies 

and Accessories • Hunting & Fishing Licenses 
Fishing Gear: Flies, Lures, Trilene Line, 
Night Crawlers and Worms in Season

“We’re the Capitol of Trades
Home of the Wheeler Dealer!”

SINCE 1830

Open weekdays 12-6 pm, 
Sat & Sun 10-6, closed Mon.

snowsville.com

Adam Boyce shares the true story
of a traveling musical humorist from
Topsham and Newbury who helped

Americans forget their troubles
when they needed it most.

Available at your favorite bookstore 
or by visiting:

www.historypress.net

North Country Refl ections
�Green and Red: Decorating the Garden for the Holidays� 

Visit our website at www.vtecostudies.org 
VCE, PO Box 420 • Norwich, VT 05055
(802) 649-1431• info@vtecostudies.org  

by Judith Irven
The holly and the ivy, when they are both full grown,

Of all the trees that are in the wood, 
The holly bears the crown.

A thousand years ago around the winter solstice, when the 
nights were long and days were dreary, Northern Europeans 
cheered their spirits by crafting simple decorations from the 
green leaves and red berries of nearby holly bushes.

Soon Christianity embraced the tradition which continues 
to this day. And now, all across the world, the holiday season 
is symbolized by the red and green of the lowly holly.

Growing up in England, it seemed as if every Christmas 
card that plopped through our mail slot featured a sprig of 
spiny-leaved holly and its juicy-looking fruit. And all along 
the back fence of my parent’s garden there was a row of huge 
English Holly bushes (Ilex aquifolium). Each Christmas we 
gathered armfuls of green branches laden with red berries, 
before carefully placing a single sprig atop each picture in 
the house. 

Unfortunately those spiny evergreen hollies of my youth 
do not appreciate Vermont’s frigid winters. Nevertheless 
there are plenty of other evergreens, both needle-leaved 
and broadleaved types, as well as plants with red fruits and 
stems, that are happy in our climate. All look lovely against 
the snow, where they help us extend our seasonal celebrations 
out into our gardens.

Conifers in winter
The traditional Christmas tree , with its conical shape and 

green needlelike leaves is called a conifer (i.e. it produces 
cones). And there is no better way to foster the spirit of the 
winter holidays in the garden than to plant a conifer near 
your house where you can appreciate it from your windows 
and even decorate it with lights.

However our commercially produced Christmas trees are 
forest natives which, if left to grow unchecked, will ulti-
mately reach fi fty feet and higher, meaning they will soon 
be much too large for that spot outside your window!

But if you go to a good local nursery you can fi nd dozens, 
or even hundreds, of varieties of slow-growing evergreens 
that will remain garden-sized. These are known as ‘cultivars’ 
or ‘cultivated varieties’, and most coniferous cultivars were 
derived from genetic mutants called ‘witches brooms’. Some 
grow faster than others, so it pays to think about the space 
you have available and then talk to the staff at the nursery 
about the fi nal size of the one you choose.

There are fl at ones and round ones ones, fat ones and 
skinny ones. There are also those, like the Montgomery 
Spruce (which eventually tops out at between fi ve and six 
feet tall) that are cone shaped and would look really nice 
dressed up in holiday lights.

Broad-leaved evergreens
But don’t stop with the conifers! Some broad-leaved ev-

ergreens also grow well in Vermont. The only caveat is that 
you must plant them in a sheltered spot away from winter 
sun and wind (either of which will damage their leaves).

One is the well-known boxwood, with its petite rounded 
leaves. Some cultivars are hardier than others. One called 
‘Green Velvet’ matures at about four feet high, and grows 
beautifully in my Zone 4 garden. Try planting a low hedge 
of Green Velvet Boxwood around some of the fl ower beds 
near your house; it will make the shapes of the beds stand 
out against the snow.

I also like the broad-leaved evergreen Andromeda, Pieris 
‘Brouwers Beauty’. This is a cross between our native 
Andromeda, Pieris fl oribunda, and the Japanese Pieris ja-
ponica. Since Brouwers Beauty only grows about 5 feet high 
(considerably smaller than either parent) it is nice for smaller 
gardens. And, another big plus, deer fi nd is distasteful!

And fi nally, I would include a truly hardy evergreen Rho-
dodendron, such as R. ‘Boule de Neige’ or R. Mikelli. These 
are both listed as hardy to Zone 3 and again are nicely sized 
for smaller gardens. However, with these you will need to 
guard against the hungry deer.

Red berries and fruits
Even though the spiny leaved ‘Christmas card’ holly only 

survives in the warmest corners of Vermont, our native Win-
terberry (Ilex verticillata), also a type of holly, grows readily 
throughout the state.

As its name suggests, in wintertime the plants are graced 
with bright red berries. But, unlike other hollies, winterber-
ries are deciduous meaning, as a defense against our colder 
winters, they lose their leaves in winter, all the better to show 
off their fruit against the snow. These berries are a rich source 
of food for the birds in the coldest part of the year and, for 
us humans, they create a wonderful symbol of the season.

Winterberries grow well in moist locations in sun or part 
shade. Most cultivars are slow growing, but some will eventu-
ally become quite large. So check the information supplied 
by the nursery and space your plants accordingly!!

It is also important to realize that (as with almost all spe-
cies of Ilex) winterberries are dioecious, meaning that the 
male and female fl owers are borne on separate plants, with 
the wind carrying the pollen between them. So, for a group 
of female bushes to set fruit, you need a compatible male (a 
variety that fl owers at the same time) in a nearby spot. Again, 
if you buy your plants from a nursery with knowledgable 
staff, they will tell you which varieties go together.

I also have several crab apples in my garden that, much 
to my delight, keep their fruit in winter. This picture shows 
a chickadee amongst the red fruit of a Sargant’s Crab Apple 
outside my kitchen window in late December. This lovely 
little tree grows only ten feet tall and in springtime is covered 
with white fl owers. But in winter, when it stands alone, I 
like it the best.

If you are buying a crab apple for your garden, check 
whether the cultivar you are considering has ‘persistent 
fruit’, meaning the fruit will remain on the tree in winter. 
Some choices include ‘Donald Wyman’, Prairie Fire, Red 
Jade and Red Jewel’.

Red stems and twigs
And last, but not least, some shrubs drop their leaves in 

fall to expose their beautiful red stems in winter. Our native 
Redosier or Red-twigged dogwood, (Cornus sericea, also 
called Cornus stolonifera) is one such plant. It colonizes 
boggy areas around Vermont, and cultivars are sometimes 
sold for gardens. But for most garden situations I feel they 
are much too aggressive. 

Instead I prefer the Tatarian Dogwoods, either Cornus 
alba ‘Sibirica’ which becomes a 9’ high shrub, or its slightly 

smaller cousin, Cornus alba ‘Ivory Halo’. In the summer 
both have variegated leaves and create a nice backdrop in 
a garden bed. But for me it is their red stems in wintertime 
that makes them extra special.

And fi nally, the young growth on my high-bush blueberry 
plants also turns a lovely red in winter, which always feels 
like an especially nice bonus after all the fruit they gave me 
during July and August.

 So this winter, as you drive around our beautiful state, 
look for plants that stand out in other gardens, and then make 
plans to include some in your own garden next spring. Next 
holiday season you will be glad you did! 

Judith Irven and Dick Conrad live in Goshen where to-
gether they nurture a large garden. Judith is a landscape de-
signer and Vermont Certifi ed Horticulturist who also teaches 
Sustainable Home Landscaping for the Vermont Master 
Gardener program. You can subscribe to her blog about her 
Vermont gardening life at www.northcountryrefl ections.com. 
Dick is a landscape and garden photographer; you can see 
more of his photographs at northcountryimpressions.com.
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� NEWS FROM VERMONT �

Slanted Toward Optimism
by Burr Morse

M
cQ

ueen’s Tack Shop

New & Used Tack and Apparel Bought ’n’ Sold
Courbette, Weaver, Devon-Aire, Pro Choice, Leanin’ Tree, EQ

Compare My Prices • Open Your Hours
Kathy McQueen • 802-785-4493

www.mcqueenstack.com
2 miles up Gove Hill Rd., off Rt. 132, Thetford, VT 

Over 400 
Saddles!
ONGOING

SALE!

Open Tues–Sat 10–4
Jct. Rt. 10 & 25A

Orford, NH 
(603) 353-4611

Featuring Katie’s Korner
Brand Name Teen Clothing!Consignment Shop

photo courtesy of Burr Morse
Harry Morse, the eternal optimist, at Morse Farm, Montpelier, VT.

Muskeg Music 
Presents a 

New Year’s Eve
CONTRA
DANCE

w i t h 

Cuckoo’s Nest
Caller: Ruth Sylvester

Dec. 31, 2014 • 8 pm
Tracy Hall, Nor wich, VT

Admission $8, over 60
by donation, under 16 free!
Bring a separate pair of clean, 
soft-soled shoes for dancing.

(802) 785-4607

225 Pavillion Rd. • East Thetford, VT • 802.785.4737
Cedar Circle Farm

CEDARCIRCLEFARM.ORG

FARMSTAND FRI 12–6, SAT & SUN 10–3 (through Dec 14)

COFFEE SHOP CLOSED FOR THE SEASON

FROM OUR FIELDS AND GREENHOUSES
delicious certified organic fall vegetables,

fresh greens, dry beans, frozen veggies and berries

HELLO-CAFE-TO-GO
special order Cedar Circle Farm baked goods

and organic, farm-made holiday sides
•  details online •

IN OUR FARMSTAND
farm-made pickles and jams plus local and 

organic grocery items: meat, dairy, and more

Fall Hours!
new, extended

“With perfect timing, Dad powered 
the bus and, just like that, we inched 

steadily forward to solid ground.”

Silver Maple Lodge Circa 1920

SILVER MAPLE LODGE
& COTTAGES

Old Time Vermont Vacation Value
A Bed & Breakfast Country Inn Convenient to All Season Recreation, 

Cross Country and Downhill Skiing and Ice Skating.
$84–$119 dbl. occ. Call or write for brochure 1-800-666-1946 • www.silvermaplelodge.com

Route 5, S. Main St., Fairlee, VT 05045 • (802) 333-4326

Recently I wrote about my dad’s and my 
failed attempt at putting a Plymouth slant six 
engine into our old Allis Chalmers tractor. 
This particular project was doomed from the 
start, and, in a way, was really not so much 
about extending the useful lives of old trac-
tors, but about my father’s optimism. 

I got a lot of feedback about that story 
but none was funnier than a message from 
my brother-in-law, Chuck Parker. Chuck 
worked here on our farm back when he was 
a teenager. He was intimate with some of our 
“farmer-toggling” ways, not to mention an 
early education in psychology. You see my 
father and I, except for our common goal of 
keeping our family farm alive, stood at odds 
in our outlook on life—he had “bumper 
crops” of optimism and I wore my pessimism 
like a badge of honor.

Chuck, also a “glass-half-full” sort of 
guy, wrote, “Really loved this story that 
I remember quite well. It reminds me of 
how much your 
father’s eternal 
optimism was 
not to be per-
suaded by real-
ity. I have these 
experiences on a regular basis. Harry and I 
always believed there was a pony in this pile 
of horsesh-- somewhere. God bless Harry 
Morse, he was an inspiration to many of us.”

Chuck reminded me of another of Harry’s 
capers involving a Plymouth slant six. Back 
in the early seventies, Dad had taken on a job 
driving school bus to supplement our farm 
income. One mud season, I got a message to 
call him at a home somewhere on his route. 
“I’m stuck with the bus ovah by Hawkins—
bring th’Duster and a rugged chain,” he said.

“Oh c’mon Dad, don’t be ridiculous!” I 
replied, hitting the roof, “you need to call a 
wrecker, a big wrecker.”

“No, no,” he said, “That’d cost money.” He 
went on to say that he’d just dropped off the 
last kid and the bus was “light’s-a-feather.” 
He repeated, “come ovah with the Duster!”

Knowing it was senseless arguing with 
him, I threw a chain in the trunk and headed 
out. When I got there, the massive yellow 
school bus stood grounded in middle of the 
road. I turned the Duster around and backed 

up to the thing. Our salutation was short and 
simple, a huge grin from him, a defeated 
shrug from me. We hooked up the chain 
and took our positions. I inched the Duster 
forward until the chain was taut and then 
fl oored it. With perfect timing, Dad powered 
the bus and, just like that, we inched steadily 
forward to solid ground.

By a “wing and a prayer” and a Plymouth 
Duster, the bus got unstuck that day. My 
doomsday attitude was foiled by Harry’s 
heavy dose of optimism but often it went the 
other way. I remember times when, because 
of Harry’s “enthusiasm”, we planted acres of 
a given crop when a single garden row would 
have been enough. And, yes, I was always 
quick with those biting words “I told you so”!

Now that Dad is gone and I’m the old man 
around here, I fi nd myself refl ecting on those 
days a lot. I’m still here doing my part and 
being chased by that pesky pal pessimism—
guess that’s my lot in life. I see merits in both 

ways but if I’d 
had a choice, I 
think I would 
have gone the 
“Harry Morse 
route”. I didn’t, 

however, get to choose which of his genes 
became my own.

Helen Keller once said, “No pessimist ever 
discovered the secret of the stars, or sailed to 
an uncharted land, or opened a new doorway 
for the human spirit.” And yes, it bothers me 
that I will forever be denied those achieve-
ments. In the words of another great optimist, 
Popeye, “I yam what I yam.” Guess I’ll go 
to work now and see what needs fi xing…if 
possible.

Morse Farm Maple Sugarworks is located 
at 1168 County Rd., Montpelier, VT and is 
open year-round. Visitors welcome! 

Come see their Country Store with Vermont 
products and gifts, maple, and pasture-raised 
local beef and bacon. Tour the Sugarhouse, 
Woodshed Theater, Outdoor Farmhouse 
Museum and more. 

To order Cabot cheddar cheese, maple 
products by mail, and handmade balsam 
wreaths for Christmas, call (800) 242-2740 
or visit morsefarm.com.

ThePublicPress.com

Got a story to tell?
The Public Press can be 

the shortest distance 
between the author's brain 
and the printed page. For 
more information visit us at 

The Vermont Big Game 
Trophy Club is proud to 
announce the publication 
of Records of Vermont Big 
Game, from Vermont’s only 
offi cial record-keeping orga-
nization for big game animals 
harvested in Vermont. The 
book includes record keeping 
of the both the Vermont Big 
Game Trophy Club and the 
now defunct Vermont Trophy 
Program, which was run by 
the Fish and Wildlife De-
partment for approximately 
20 years.

Utilizing the Boone and 
Crockett scoring system for 
deer, game animals have been 

Vermont Big Game Records Now Published in 
An Heirloom Quality Hardcover Volume

harvested in Vermont dating 
as far back as 1897. In addi-
tion to the lists of the highest 
scoring trophies ever killed 
in Vermont, there are dozens 
of stories detailing the hunts 
that led to these trophies.

But this book is much 
more. In keeping with the 
Club’s mission, also included 
are historical chapters featur-
ing catamount hunts and ex-
tremely large deer harvested 
when Vermont deer hunting 
was in its infancy.

The book was compiled 
and edited by Curtis Smiley, 
President of Vermont Big 
Game Trophy Club, a proj-
ect taking over six years to 
complete.

With hundreds of full col-
or and historical black and 

white photos, and dozens of 
feature stories, this hardcov-
er, heirloom-quality book is 
a must-have for all Vermont 
sportsmen and women.

The book is available at 
select sporting goods shops 
and taxidermists or you can 
order directly from the club.

Vermont Big Game Re-
cords may be purchased for 
$35 plus $5 shipping. Write 
to The Vermont Big Game 
Trophy Club, PO Box 109, 
Fairfax, VT 05454. (802) 
849-2986. 

For more information 
visit www.vermontbiggame
trophyclub.com. 
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Fine organic coff ees, locally 
craft ed Vermont teas, homemade 
baked goods including gluten fr ee 

options, and weekly specials. 

We Now Have Nutty Steph’s Fine Chocolates

� Ever-Changing Art Exhibit �

102 Depot St., Lyndonville, VT • (802) 535-3939 
Open 6 days, Mon-Fri 7:30-6, Sat 8-6

Featured Artists Reception: First Sundays, 1–3 pm
�

Open Wednesday–Saturday 10–5, Sunday 10–2

321 Main St., Enosburg Falls, VT
(802) 933-6403 • www.artistinresidencecoop.com

Photography • Painting • Pottery • Jewelry

Fiber Arts • Wood Products • & More!

WINES • BOOKS • SUNDRIES • FISHING • JEWELRY • MAPS • TOYS

Vermont Products, Local Artisans 
Geographical Survey Maps, Fishing Equipment
Main Street, Fairlee, VT • (802) 333-9709

Open Mon–Sat 8:30–6:00, Fri 8:30–7:00, Sun 8:30–3:00

Chapman’s
Fine Wines

Unique Toys
Jewelry

GIFT SHOPCENTERSPORTS

ANTIQUES

CHAPMAN’S

The Vermont Symphony 
Orchestra will present its an-
nual holiday concerts bring-
ing festive cheer to commu-
nities around the state. 

The Orchestra with the 
Vermont Symphony Orches-
tra Chorus directed by José 
Daniel Flores-Caraballo, will 
present three Holiday Pops 
concerts in Barre, Burlington 
and Rutland. 

A quintet made up of 
members of the VSO brass 
section pairs with the beloved 
Counterpoint Chorus. They 
will perform in six com-
munties throughout Vermont.

The Vermont Symphony 
Orchestra in its 80th year, 
embarks on a joyful seasonal 
journey. Two sleigh rides, a 
skating party, and a sojourn 
through the Twelve Days of 
Christmas (cleverly adapted 
to various musical styles) are 
part of our holiday journey 
with the Vermont Sympho-
ny Orchestra and Chorus. 
“Lightning Galop,” a fanfare 
by Burlington composer T.L. 
Read, starts us off at a festive 
clip. Excerpts from Messiah 
and the Nutcracker are along 
the way, as are shepherds, 
traditional carols, a sing-
along, and a celestial harp. 

Holiday Pops performanc-
es are Friday, December 
12, 7:30 p.m. at the Barre 
Opera House in Barre, VT; 
Saturday, December 13, 7:30 
p.m. at the Flynn Center 
for the Performing Arts in 
Burlington, VT; and Sun-
day, December 14, 3 p.m. 
at the Paramount Theatre 

in Rutland, VT (the fi rst of 
three concerts in the Sunday 
Matinee Series). 

Counterpoint Chorus joins 
the VSO Brass Quintet for 
another heart-warming cel-
ebration of the holiday sea-
son. Nathaniel Lew conducts 
this program which includes 
holiday delights such as Noel 
Canadien, a virtuoso medley 
of French Canadian carols 
for the combined groups. 
Traditional favorites include 
arrangements of Sleigh Ride 
and Ding Dong Merrily on 
High. Be sure to come and 
enjoy this seasonal treat—a 
perfect blend of brass, voices, 
and good cheer. 

VSO Brass Quintet/Coun-
terpoint performances are 
Wednesday, December 17, 
7:30 p.m., Warren United 
Church, Warren, VT; Thurs-
day, December 18, 7:30 p.m., 
North Church, St. Johnsbury, 
VT; Friday, December 19, 
7:30 p.m., Jay Peak Resort, 
Jay, VT; Saturday, Decem-
ber 20, 5 p.m., The White 
Church, Grafton, VT; Sun-
day, December 21, 4 p.m., 
First Congregational Church, 
Manchester, VT; and Mon-
day, December 22, 7 p.m., 
Congregational Church, 
Brandon, VT.

Join the Vermont Sym-
phony Orchestra for holiday 
music that will warm your 
soul. 

For tickets and addition-
al information please visit 
www.vso.org or call (800) 
876-9293 x 10.

photo by Lee Krohn
Members of the Vermont Symphony Orchestra Brass Section perform a holiday favorite.

Holiday Music with the Vermont Symphony Orchestra 

Farmer Hodge’s Roadside Stand 

Order Your Hand-Tied 

Christmas Wreaths Christmas Wreaths 
Maple Syrup & Cheese!

— We ship daily —  

Country 
Christmas Shop

Our Shop Next Door is a 

House Filled with Retired 

Heritage Village Homes, Byer’s 

Choice Carolers, Snow Babies & 

Many Other Christmas Items.

Christmas Trees & Wreaths  
Holiday Decorations • Dried Flowers

Old-Fashioned Country Gift Shop
Gift Baskets—Custom-Made or You-Select 

Vermont foods, crafts & gifts. Our own jams, jellies, cheeses, 
and pickles. Maple syrup. Yankee Candles, dried fl ower 
arrangements, greeting cards, gift certifi cates, and more!

Open 7 Days • 8:30 am – 5 pm • Visitors Always Welcome!

Route 5, Fairlee, VT • (802) 333-4483
(2 miles north on Rt. 5 off  Exit 15, I-91) • We Ship UPS •  

A Farm Family Enterprise: Over 63 years in the same location! Buy direct 
from the farmer and save Vermont’s family farms! We are not just a roadside 
stand. We have gardens and a registered Holstein Dairy Farm of Distinction.

& Country 
Christmas Shop

�In the Bleak Midwinter�

In the bleak mid-winter, frosty wind made moan,
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow,
In the bleak mid-winter, long ago.

Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him, nor earth sustain;
Heaven and earth shall fl ee away when He comes to reign.
In the bleak mid-winter a stable place suffi ced
The Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ.

Enough for Him, whom cherubim, worship night and day,
A breastful of milk, and a mangerful of hay;
Enough for Him, whom angels fall before,
The ox and ass and camel which adore.

Angels and archangels may have gathered there,
Cherubim and seraphim thronged the air;
But His mother only, in her maiden bliss,
Worshipped the beloved with a kiss.

What can I give Him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part;
Yet what can I give Him: give my heart.

—CHRISTINA ROSSETTI 
1872

Tues, Wed, Thurs, and Sat 11 am – 4:30 pm

Fri 12–6 pm • Closed Sun & Mon 

16 Mountain View Meadow Rd (Rt 100), Morrisville, VT

802-888-5065 • www.ncal.com • adopt@ncal.com

Vermont 511
Current Road Conditions A Phone-Call Away

A Free Service of the State of Vermont
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North Country Book News

Th e Bookmobile

Used Books 
Cards • Gifts

Now Open
Mon–Fri 10–6

Sat 9–3 

58 Merchants Row
Downtown Rutland, VT

(802) 342-1477

www.bookmobilevermont.com
Find us on facebook

�

Book Reviews

Splendid Ideas for Cakes and Other Holiday Treats

158 N. Main St., Barre, VT • (802) 476-3114
Open Monday–Saturday 9:30 am – 6:00 pm

�See us for Christmas Gifts�

We have a little of everything—come on in and 
sit down or just browse. Book orders welcome.

Books, Calendars, Cards, Gifts, Candles,
Stuff ed Animals, Folkmanis Puppets!

Visit our Tree House/Reading Loft!

www.NextChapterBooksVT.com

Children’s Storytime: Saturday Mornings at 10:30 a.m.

Special orders & browsers always welcome. 
Open Mon–Fri 10–6, Sat 9–5 

(802) 626-5051
www.GreenMtnBooks.com

1055 Broad Street, Lyndonville, VT

New, Used 
& Rare Books

Book Review by Charles Sutton

Christmas Truce
by Aaron Shepherd

Pictures by Wendy Edelson
(Skyhook Press, Friday Harbor, WA)

(for 17 years your local used book store)

Is now Your New Book Store
Why drive to Burlington, Manchester, 

or Saratoga? Call or come in and order 
any new or in print book, pick it up in 

two days, pay list price! (Overnight 
delivery as low as $5.) We still have the 
books you want, or we can get them.

Joseph Trenn, The Book Shed
Lake & Stage Roads, Benson VT

(802) 537-2190 • thebookshed.com
Open Wed–Sun, 10–6

Worth a visit? One of the best in 
New England says Yankee Magazine!

For some really good advice on baking cakes at all levels 
of expertise you’ll be well instructed and entertained by Bake 
It Like You Mean It—Gorgeous Cakes from Inside Out by 
Gesine Bullock-Prado with photos by Tina Rupp (Stewart, 
Tabori & Chang, $29.95, www.abramsbooks.com).

Thanks to this Hartford, Vermont-based cake baker and 
author, you can start on a baking adventure with a pound 
cake “because,” she writes, “there’s something so damned 
beautiful about a recipe that is so insanely simple yet mind-
blowing delicious. It is the classic 
pound cake that always contains 
one pound each of fl our, sugar, 
butter and eggs. Period. That’s 
it. No leavening. No fancy stuff. 
What results, with the proper 
technique, is a dense but moist 
loaf of decadence.”

She’ll take you a step further 
with her pound cake called Ver-
mont Sandtorte Cakelets made 
with maple sugar. She says the 
sandtorte is a Viennese answer to 
the traditional English pound cake 
getting its sand name from a cin-
namon and sugar glazed topping.

Gesine makes a special ‘Ver-
monter’ cake honoring her ad-
opted state of Vermont. “I’ve com-
bined lovely, tart, black currant 
mousse with shades of green gooseberry and dark chocolate 
that evoke the colors that make the Green Mountains sing.

She also has created her own Baked Alaska aptly named 
Baked Vermont which features maple infused meringue. 

As an aside, we learn that Gesine, when she is not creating 
delicious cakes, looks after a small menagerie of animals at 
their home that includes chickens, ducks, geese, sheep, three 
dogs and a hive of bees. This is her third cookbook.

❧        ❧        ❧
It’s easy to name cakes that are unique to America—a few 

being strawberry shortcake, New York cheesecake, angel 
food cake, carrot cake, devil’s food cake, and upside-down 
cake (and wish we had one of these right now). Few of us 
realize that countries worldwide also have the own special 
cakes which we learn are equally tempting.

In A World of Cake—150 Recipes for Sweet Traditions 
from Cultures Near and Far by Krystina Castella with 
photos by Renee Anjanette (Story Publishing, $24.95, www.
story.com), we learn about the history of cake-making and 
the names and recipes of cakes being baked and enjoyed 
elsewhere in the world. The author was inspired to begin 
work on The World of Cake when foreign students brought 
samples of cakes traditional to their homelands to a fundraiser 
at the Art Center College of Design in Pasadena, CA, where 
Krystina was a professor. There she saw steamed rice cakes, 

mooncakes, corn meal cakes, tamales, fritters and tortes. She 
decided to research the history of each cake, its place in the 
culture of its origin, and what the cakes celebrated and how 
they evolved. 

This being the Christmas season, we like perusing the 
recipes for cakes made for this occasion in 24 countries 
around the world. Cuba makes fi gure-eight shaped bunuelos, 
a fried Christmas treat; the Greeks make a hard-formed 
sweet bread called Christopsomo; the Swedes enjoy saffron 

buns or ‘Lucia cats’; the Koreans 
make a saeng cream sponge cake; 
for Ukraines it’s Pampushky, 
Christmas donuts made with 
poppyseeds, prunes and cherries; 
in Spain they feature a tortell, a 
Spanish version of king cake fi lled 
with marzipan and candied and 
dried fruits.

You likely heard the expression, 
the ‘world’s my oyster.’ But after 
this enchanting cook book, you 
will want to say ‘the world’s my 
cake,’ too.

❧        ❧        ❧
When we were very young 

many of us can remember mother 
baking something special that re-
quired her beating egg whites and 
sugar until stiff and very white. 

She was making meringues to top her homemade lemon 
meringue pie or to be part of a spectacular fl oating island.

At last we have a masterpiece 222-page cookbook, Me-
ringue by Linda K. Jackson & Jennifer Evans Gardner with 
photos by Alexandra DeFurio (Gibbs Smith, $24.99, www.
gibbs-smith.com) devoted exclusively to this egg-white 
wonder. 

The authors explain nothing could be so simple as me-
ringues: eggs whites, sugar, a pinch of cream of tarter or a 
dash of vinegar. “The meringue is magical and versatile. It 
can be spooned onto pies, or piped into another number of 
beautiful shapes (even Christmas candy canes). It can be 
baked or poached, whipped into silly frostings, or folded 
into cakes to a make them fl uffi er.” 

Their varied shapes include meringues that look like mush-
rooms used to garnish a Buche de Noel, the classic French 
Christmas cake which looks like a yule log. 

The authors have devoted a chapter to recipes that are 
easy to follow for youngsters as young as fi ve years old. 
They include s’moringues made with graham crackers, milk 
chocolate, and meringues; meringue pizza; apple cinnamon 
nests; chocolate kisses; very vanilla cups and snowballs.

Tempting for adults would be Nocciala Baci (kisses fi lled 
with and hazelnut and chocolate meringues; blood orange 
curd meringue tart with dark chocolate; brown sugar plum 
Pavlova, named after the Russian ballerina; and Croquem-
bouche, a tower of cream-fi lled profi teroles drizzled with car-
amel. The trick is to built the tower and not have it crumble. 

From simple to complex, you’ll have a marvelous time 
with these recipes as you create something very beautiful 
to view and to eat.

This Christmas will be the 
100th anniversary of one of 
the most extraordinary events 
in World War I history if not 
in all of mankind’s continual 
wars.

British soldiers who had 
been fi ghting the Germans 
in one bloody battle after 
another awoke on the Christ-
mas morning of 1914, and 
peering over their tenches 
were amazed to see that 
the Germans had placed 
Christmas trees all along 
their trenches, lit by candle 
or lantern like beacons of 
goodwill. Then the German 
soldiers started singing in 
German the familiar carol Si-
lent Night, Holy Night (Stille 
nacht, Heilige nacht)…the 
Britisht soldiers returned the 
favor with the ‘First Nowell’ 
and others to which the Ger-
mans replied with still more 
German carols. Both sides 
then applauded each other 
for harmonizing across No 
Man’s Land.

Remarkable as that was 
and even harder to imagine 
today, the Christmas celebra-
tion continued.

Award-winning author 
Aaron Shepard retells this 
story through fictionalized 
letters written by the British 
soldier Tom to his sister Janet 
back in England.

The author draws upon 
diaries, letters and other 
historical accounts of this 
‘spontaneous’ truce. 

The ‘enemy’ soldiers’ car-
ol singing soon led to a meet-
ing in the No Man’s Land 
between the trenches. Some 
of the Germans had worked 
in England and became trans-
lators. And we learn:

“Even those who couldn’t 
converse could still exchange 
gifts—our cigarettes for their 

cigars, our tea for their cof-
fee, our corned beef for their 
sausage.” Badges and buttons 
were exchanged. One young 
British solder walked off 
with the “infamous spiked 
helmet!”

Our letter-writer con-
cludes: “One cannot help 
imagine what would happen 
if the spirit shown here were 
caught by the nations of the 
world. Of course, disputes 
must always arise. But what 
if our leaders were to of-
fer well wishes in place of 
warnings? Songs in place of 
slurs? Presents in place of 
reprisals. Wouldn’t all war 
end at once?”

The author is pessimistic 
about there ever being anoth-
er Christmas truce because of 
the conditions of war where 
killings are done at great 
distances, “and even when 
soldiers come face to face, 
their languages and cultures 
are so divergent as to make 
friendly communication un-
likely.” 

What he hopes is what 
happened then may inspire 
peacemakers today, but the 
best time, he feels, to make 
peace is long before armies 
go to war.

The Christmas Truce is 
sensitively illustrated in full-
page watercolors by Vermont 
artist Wendy Edelson, taking 
us within an unprecedented 
time frame when enemies for 
one brief moment in time are 
no longer enemies. 

We are grateful that this 
Christmas story does not de-
pict the horrors that went on 
in those trenches. Ten million 
soldiers from the combatant 
nations and six million civil-
ians were killed, and 20 mil-
lion wounded, making it the 
most deadly war in history.

Books • Bakery • Cafe
Breakfast, Lunch and Early Suppers.

Country Fare—Locally Sourced Ingredients. 
Enjoy our Garden with Outdoor Seating 

Bookstore—Browse Here or Buy Online
Specializing in Sustainable Agriculture and Food Politics
Open Mon-Sat 7:30 am to 6 pm, Sunday 7:30 am to 3 pm

30 N. Main St., Rochest er, VT 
www.seasonedbooks.com • (802) 767-4258
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The Book Nook
136 Main St., Ludlow, VT

(802) 228-3238
thebooknookvt@hotmail.com

thebooknookvt.com
� �

We Welcome You 
To Come in and Browse.

Free Wireless.
The Eloquent Page

Books - New, Rare and Used

70 North Main Street • St. Albans, Vt. 
(802) 527-7243 • Tues - Sat 10am-5:30pm

The Yule Tomte and the 
Little Rabbits

A Christmas Story for Advent
There’s a tradition in Sweden that a Yule 

Tomte, a small gnome who usually avoids 
humans, will bring presents to children for 
Christmas. Much as we leave out cookies 
and milk for our Santa, the Swedish children 
leave a bowl of porridge for their tomte as a 
special gift to him.

You’ll enjoy being part in this tradition 
through the adventures of a family of rabbits 
and their animal friends: an owl, forest mice, 
jackdaws, badgers and voles, in The Yule 
Tomte and the Little Rabbits—A Christmas 
Story for Advent by Ulf Stark and illustrated 
by Eva Ericsson (Floris Books, $24.95, fl o-
risbooks.co.uk). 

This story was originally published in 
Swedish in 2012. This English version has 
just been published by Floris Books. It is told 
through 25 chapters—one 
for each day of Advent, with 
beautiful illustrations.

We are introduced to 
Grump, the Yule Tomte. However, we see 
him being kind-hearted enough to look after 
a bee he has rescued from a spider’s web. He 
prefers being alone, but aware that Christmas 
is coming (and his duties) he lights the fi rst 
candle in an Advent candlestick.

Placing the bee in a lantern for warmth, 
tomte gives the bee a tour of the abandoned 
farm where he now lives. His home is a for-
mer dog kennel which he has made nice in-
side with tables and chairs and a wood stove 
from a doll’s house. This tomte doesn’t take 
well to misfortunes and is put into a terrible 
mental state when a wind storm blows away 
his mittens and his prized red hat. “I don’t 
care about my hat,” he shouted in a rage. “I’m 
not going to be a tomte anymore.”

Nearby in a burrow under an enormous oak 
tree live a lively family of rabbits of all ages, 

but often getting on each other’s nerves. The 
family’s full attention is aroused after two of 
the children fi nd the tomte’s red hat in the 
woods. They’ve never heard of Christmas 
but the excitement builds and they make 
elaborate preparations as they believe the hat 
is a sign the tomte will come. They make the 
burrow made bigger and deeper with the help 
of the voles and badger. 

Snow has come by now and the rabbit 
children have fun playing in it, some for 
the very fi rst time. Birds help decorate a 
Christmas tree with frozen rowan berries 
and wild red apples. But still everyone is 
eagerly awaiting the arrival of the tomte…
but he does not come. 

Soon we are up to the 20th day of Advent 
and still no tomte. Hoping they can help, 

rabbits Barty and Binney 
sneak out to fi nd the miss-
ing guest, but are soon in 
the midst of a worsening 

blizzard. Half-frozen, they fi nd the tomte, 
but we have a moment of despair when he 
shouts, “Go away!”

But that’s not in the Christmas spirit, so he 
relents and takes in the grateful freezing rab-
bits, gives them a warm bath and warm food, 
and beds with plenty of blankets for the night.

On Advent day 24, you’ll be delighted 
to see the tomte with the two rabbits on a 
sled being pulled by a red fox to the burrow 
homestead. The Yule Tomte gets his red hat 
back. There is dancing around the Christ-
mas tree and a Christmas dinner of pine nut 
pies, root spaghetti, mushroom and chestnut 
stew, rose hip biscuits, carrot cupcakes, and 
rowanberry jelly. 

Binny asks Grump, “Why do we celebrate 
Christmas?” “Because a child has come to 
earth,” says the tomte.

On the morning of the 25th, the tomte 
makes an ice house, lights candles, and wakes 
everyone. 

The story ends with Christmas day:
“Up you get!” he roars. “Time for morning 

service!” “What’s that,” asks Binny. “It is 
a special occasion. You sit still in a special 
place. There is no dancing. No eating. No 
presentations. All you do is sit and be happy. 
It is perfectly all right to be quiet. But you 
may sing, too.” 

Everyone found cushions of grass and 
moss, and they made their way to the tomte’s 
ice house. The stars twinkled through the icy 
roof, and the candles glowed on the fl oor. 
There they sat, feeling happy about all the 
children that had ever been born...”

“Will you come back again next year?” 
Binny asked. “I might,” he said in a kind 
voice. “Or I might not,” he added. Because 
at that very moment, he remembered that he 
was supposed to be grumpy.

In Denmark, especially if you are a farmer, you’d best 
not forget to leave a bowl of steaming rice pudding topped 
with butter in your barn on Christmas eve for the tiny nisse, 
a gnome-like creature that inhabits the woods and forests 
and is rumored to look after the family and their livestock.

But what if you forget, even with good reason, what could 
the nisse possibly do? In Winterfrost by Michele Houts 
(Candlewick Press, $16.99, www.candlewick.com), one fi nds 
out quickly that the neglected nisse can be resentful and will 
play magical tricks on those who were so forgetful. 

In this adventure story for middle readers, a 12-year-old 
Danish girl, Bettina, has to look after the family farm and 
her new baby sister when the parents are called away sud-
denly. With so many new responsibilities, she forgets to put 
the pudding out on Christmas eve, causing the local nisse to 
show his disfavor by disappearing the baby sister Pia.

The author, now living on an Ohio grain and livestock 
farm, spent 20 years in Denmark where she became fasci-
nated with the stories and folklore surrounding the nisse. 
That inspired her to write this book taking the reader into a 
mysterious world. Bettina must retrieve her baby sister before 
the parents return. Admire how she has to compromise and 
negotiate with the nisses for Pia’s safe return. We, too, will 
end up with new respect for other worldly beings and their 
needs…at least on Christmas Eve.

i        i        i
Most of us have a collection of Christmas books that are 

“keepers” and if we do, we probably have a copy of ’Twas 
The Night Before Christmas. This popular story has been 
printed in many editions and versions over the years, includ-
ing foreign translations and in Braille. Houghton Miffl in Har-
court has now published the original 1912 version of ’Twas 
the Night Before Christmas—A Visit from St. Nicholas by 
Clement C. Moore in a Holiday Classic hardcover edition 
with pictures by Jessie Willcox Smith (Houghton Miffl in 
Harcourt, $8.99 hardcover, hmh.com), perfect to keep and 

to give. We learn that Dr. Moore wrote the poem for his 
children as a present which they would read each Christmas. 
Dr. Moore may have been a scholar of Hebrew by profession, 
but he will forever be famous for the poem credited with 
popularizing Santa that is enjoyed by millions year after year.

i        i        i
Well-known author-illustrator Jan Brett surprised even 

herself on one summer night coming up with the idea 
there might be a Santa out there who just gives presents to 
animals. Now in another of her enchanting Christmas tales, 
The Animals’ Santa (G.P. Putnam’s Sons, $17.99, www.
penguin.com/youngreaders), Brett takes us to the Arctic 
north at Christmastime where Little Snow rabbit asks her 
brother Big Snowshoe who the animals’ Santa might be, 
since he has never been seen. In a delightful series of wintery 
drawings we see forest animals dressed in vests and other 
bright, warm clothing, trying to guess who he might be— a 
badger, polar bear, moose and wolf. (He does exist since the 
porcupine, squirrels and ravens saved small gifts from him 
last Christmas). With the magical arrival of the animals’ own 
Santa, Brett shows us that he can come in many different 
sizes and shapes.

i        i        i
Regardless of your age, never believe you are too old not 

to be able to help out in some way and be needed, too. This 
is the lesson of Old Dog Cora and the Christmas Tree by 
Consie Powell (Raven Productions, $14.95 hardcover, www.
ravenwords.com).

Cora, an aging Newfoundland, is being replaced by two 
younger Newfi es, Minx and Ebony, for this year’s trek into 
the woods to haul home a Christmas tree on a toboggan. Cora 
tags along but is told several times to get out of the way and 
not interfere with the younger dogs hitching up to the fallen 
Christmas tree. Hurt feelings or not, Cora is determined to 
help and takes a shortcut through the woods, joining the 
younger dogs as their team leader, breaking the way through 

the deep snow for the trip home. The happy dogs, all of them, 
are last seen together under the Christmas tree. 

Bright full-color illustrations grace this story and make the 
white winter woodlands with the big black Newfoundlands 
especially appealing.

i        i        i
Some of the most appreciated Christmas presents are 

those handmade gifts that children make for their parents 
or siblings. Children who have had a diffi cult time creating 
‘that’ perfect gift will relate to the heroic efforts of one small 
mouse in Something for Christmas written and illustrated 
by Palmer Brown (New York Review Children’s Collection, 
$12.95, www.nyrb.com).

The little mouse is frustrated at every turn in making or 
fi nding the perfect secret gift for her mother. Materials can’t 
be found to make a pincushion, penwiper or plum pudding; 
nor does she want to give as a gift her very own red carpet-
slippers, blue night-shirt, or a jar of whisker-wax. But the dis-
appointed little mouse fi nds she can give the best Christmas 
present of all to her mother—her love. This is a little book 
with cute drawings, but with a big message for the holiday 
season. Thanks goes to New York Review of Books for this 
and their other children’s classic reprints. 

Christmas Tales of Wonder and Merriment

Book Review
by Charles Sutton

Hermit Hill Books
Used, Rare, & Collectible Books

For the Whole Family
Buy • Sell • Book Searches

95 Main Street • Poultney, VT
(802) 287-5757 • Open Year-Round

www.hermithillbooks.com
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One of the Largest Collections
Of Some of the Biggest 
Puppets in the World

Free admission, donations welcome. 
www.breadandpuppet.org • 802-525-3031

OPEN JUNE–OCTOBER DAILY 10–6
OPEN IN THE WINTER BY APPOINTMENT

BREAD &
PUPPET
MUSEUM
RTE 122, GLOVER
VERMONT 05839

photo by Nancy Cassidy
A herd of young Jerseys hanging out together in the early winter pasture in Central Vermont.

Bellows Falls Winter Farmers’ Market at the Bel-
lows Falls Amtrack Station, Depot St. December 19, 
4-6:30 p.m. Rachel Ware, (802) 463-2018. bellowsfalls
market@gmail.com. www.bffarmersmarket.com.

Bennington-Walloomsac Holiday and Winter Farmers 
Markets at First Baptist Church, 601 Main St. December 
13, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.; December 20, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. Janu-
ary through April, fi rst and third Saturdays, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
info@walloomsac.org. On Facebook. 

Bradford Farmers Market, Grace United Methodist 
Church. Second and fourth Saturdays from 10 a.m. – 2 
p.m., through April. Iris Johnson, (802) 222-4495. hello
bradfordfarmers@gmail.com. facebook.com/bradford
farmersmarket.

Brattleboro Winter Farmers’ Market at River Garden, 
153 Main St. Holiday markets December 6, 13 & 20, 10 
a.m. – 3 p.m. Saturdays, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., through March 
2015. Accepts EBT and debit cards. Sherry Maher, (802) 
869-2141. farmersmarket@postoilsolutions.org. www.
postoilsolutions.org. 

Burlington Winter Farmers’ Market at Memorial Audito-
rium, corner of Main St. and S. Union. 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. every 
other Saturday, November 22 through April 11. Accepts 
EBT and debit cards. Chris Wagner, (802) 310-5172. info@
burlingtonfarmersmarket.org. burlingtonfarmersmarket.org. 

Champlain Islands—South Hero Winter Farmers’ Mar-
ket at South Hero Congregational Church on South St. 10 
a.m. – 2 p.m. December 6 & 20. Denise Boutin, (802) 372-
3291. deniseboutin@gmail.com. www.champlainislands
farmersmarket.com.

Dorset Winter Farmers’ Market at J.K. Adams Kitchen 
Store and Factory on Rt. 30. Sundays from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., 
through May 5. Carol Adinolfi . marketmanager@dorsetfarm
ersmarket.com. www.dorsetfarmersmarket.com.

Groton Growers’ Winter Farmers Market at Groton 
Community Building Gym. Every third Saturday, 10 a.m. 
– 1 p.m., through May. Mary Berlejung and Sandi Adams. 

Vermont Holiday
Farmers Markets

Start your shopping with a trip to a Farmer’s Market and 
you’ll be pleased at how much of your holiday table can be 
from Vermont, locally-grown and better tasting.

You’ll fi nd all sorts of crafts and evergreens, just in time 
for Christmas. At some markets you can enjoy music and 
entertainment and most have snacks while you shop.

(802) 584-3595 or (802) 633-3031. grotongrowers@gmail.
com. www.grotongrowers.org.

Hardwick Framers Market. Hardwick Elementary. 
Saturday, December 20, 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. hardwickfarmers
market@gmail.com. www.hardwickfarmersmarketvt.com. 

Hartland Winter Farmers’ Market at Damon Hall, Rts. 
5 & 12, Hartland Three Corners. December 19, 4-7 p.m. 
hartlandfarmersmarket@gmail.com. www.hartlandfarmers
market.com.

Londonderry—West River Winter Farmers’ Market. 
Floodbrook Union School. Saturdays 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. thru 
January 3. Jenny Strecker. (802) 875-5004. westriverfarm
ersmarket@gmail.com. www.westriverfarmersmarket.com.

Middlebury Winter Farmer’s Market at Mary Hogan 
Elementary School, 201 Mary Hogan Dr. Holiday market, 
Saturday, December 6., 9:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. Indoor markets 
Saturdays through December 27; closed January & Febru-
ary; then open March 7 through April 25, 9:30 a.m. – 1 
p.m. Jeremy Gildrien & Sharon Kerwin, (802) 989-7223. 
middleburyfarmersmarket.org.

Montpelier—Capital City Winter Farmers’ Market. 
All markets run from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. December 6 & 
20 and January 3 & 17 at Montpelier City Hall; Febru-
ary 7 & 21 and March 21 at Montpelier High School on 
Bailey Ave.; March 7 at Montpelier City Hall; March 
21 and April 11 & 25 at Montpelier High School. Caro-
lyn Grodinsky, (802) 223-2958. manager@montpelier
farmersmarket.com. www.montpelierfarmersmarket.com.

Northfi eld Winter Farmers’ Market. Norwich University’s 
Plumley Armory. 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. December 14, January 4, 
February 1, March 1, and April 4. Crystal Peterson. (802) 
485-5563. northfi eldfarmersmarketvt@gmail.com. north-
fi eldfarmersmarketvt.com.

Norwich Farmers’ Winter Market at Tracy Hall, 300 Main 
St. Holiday Market December 6, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. Winter 
markets 10 a.m. – 1 p.m., December 6 & 20; January 10 & 
24; February 14 & 28; March 14 & 28; April 11 & 25. Steve 
Hoffman, (802) 384-7447. manager@norwichfarmersmar
ket.org. norwichfarmersmarket.org.

Putney Holiday Farmers Markets at Green Mountain 
Orchards, 130 West Hill Rd. Sundays, 11 a.m. – 2 p.m., 
December 7, 14 & 21. Marisa Miller. (802) 387-4052. 
putneyfarmersmarket@gmail.com. www.putneyfarmers
market.org.

Rutland Winter Farmers’ Market. Food Center Building 
at 251 West St. Saturdays, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., Wednesdays 4-7 
p.m. through May 2. Doug Patac, (802) 753-7269. info@
vtfarmersmarket.org. www.vtfarmersmarket.org

Sharon Sprouts Farmers’ Markets at Sharon Elementary 
School. February 14, March 14, 10 am – 1 pm, local lunch 
11:30 am – 1 pm. Donna Foster, (802) 763-8280. vtfoster@
myfairpoint.net.

So. Hero—Champlain Islands Farmers’ Market. So. 
Hero Congregational Church, 24 South St. Saturday. 10 a.m. 
– 2 p.m. December 6 & 20. Denise Boutin, (802) 372-3291. 
champlainislandsfarmersmarket.com.

St. Johnsbury—Caledonia Winter Farmers Market at 
St. Johnsbury Welcome Center, Railroad St. First and third 
Saturdays, through April 18, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. Elizabeth 
Everts, (802) 592-3088. 

Looking for a place where 
you’ll fi nd affordable family 
fun to usher in the Christmas 
season – something for ev-
ery member of the family? 
The Lunenburg Gingerbread 
Bazaar is the place! Stop by 
on Saturday, December 6th, 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
Lunenburg Primary School, 
located on Bobbin Mill Road, 
off Route 2 in the center of 
town.

You’ll find door prizes, 
free games and contests of-
fering great prizes to the 
winners, free cookie decorat-
ing with Mrs. Claus, and the 
Pocket Lady with affordable 
grab bag items. Shop ven-
dors offering a wide price 
range of Christmas theme 
and gift items, the famous 8th 

Lunenburg Gingerbread 
Bazaar Coming December 6

grade Cookie Walk, fabulous 
fudges, Lunenburg Tees in a 
new color, and baked goods 
including pies. Enjoy raffl es 
and the homemade soup 
luncheon offered from 11 
a.m. – 2 p.m.

It’s not too late to enter 
the Gingerbread contest! 
Specifi cs for vendors and the 
contest can be found by call-
ing Chris at (802) 892-6654 
or visiting www.topofthecom
mon.org.

Lunenburg Primary School 
is located on Bobbin Mill 
Rd., off Rt. 2 in the center of 
Lunenburg, VT (in Vermont’s 
Northeast Kingdom near 
the New Hampshire bor-
der). (802) 892-6654. www.
topofthecommon.org. 

Free Sam ple Copies?

Complete & Mail in this Coupon   ✂  

Please send a free sample copy to:
Name
Address

I picked up this issue of the Sampler at

Comments

  ✂  
12/14

Mail to:

The Vermont Country Sampler
P.O. Box 197, N. Clarendon, VT 05759

We'll be glad to mail a FREE copy of the Ver mont Country 
Sampler to the name you list below. The Sampler can be 
picked up free of charge in Ver mont or sub scrip tions are 
available by mail, $24/yr.

...upcoming
MASTERWORKS
December 6, 8:00 pm

Flynn Center

Burlington

HOLIDAY POPS
December 12, 7:30 pm

Barre Opera House

Barre

December 13, 7:30 pm

Flynn Center

Burlington

December 14, 3:00 pm

Paramount Theatre

Rutland

VSO BRASS QUINTET/
COUNTERPOINT
December 17, 7:30 pm

Warren United Church

Warren

December 18, 7:30 pm

North Country Church

St. Johnsbury

December 19, 7:30 pm

Jay Peak Resort

Jay

December 20, 5:00 pm

The White Church

Grafton

December 21, 4:00 pm

First Congregational 

Church

Manchester

December 22, 7:00 pm

Congregational Church

Brandon

Join us for a 
New Year’s Eve Gala!

December 31,  7:30 pm
Emerald Ballroom

Sheraton Hotel
South BurlingtonGive the gift of music...gift certificates available!

grace@vso.org, (800) 876-9293, ext 10 
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Rural Vermont Real Estate

We Do Camps (pre-built)

We Do CabinsWe Do Garages

We Do Barns

If You Can Dream It, We Can Do It!

Lumber & Lumber Packages for Cabins, Garages, 
Houses, Camps, Barns, Saunas, Sheds, Etc.

Dick Walker Sawmill, Etc.
Evergreen Rd., Fair Haven, VT 05743 • Phone & Fax (802) 273-2077

�

Check out our website—lots of pictures, plus map! www.dickwalkersawmill.com

Northern Metals
We Buy Copper, Brass, Aluminum, 

Bronze, Litho, Radiators, 
Stainless Steel, Wire, Etc., Etc.

TOP PRICES PAID 
FOR QUALITY METALS

Roll Off Service Now Available
We Pick Up Large Quantities & Industrial Accounts

New Location: 25 Curtis Ave., Rutland, VT
Rear of Todd Transportation Bldg. Turn north at R.R. Tracks

Open Monday–Friday, 8-5 • Saturday 8–12
(802) 773-3583 • northernmetalrecyclers.com

Bean Group | Stratton
36 VT Rt. 30, Bondville, VT 05340 • (800) 450-7784

Emily.Underwood@beangroup.com • Fax (802) 297-3319

Unfi nished A-Frame situ-
ated on 11 Acres on Hoss-
ington Cross Road in Danby 
– Quiet location – Needs 
well and possible septic and 
fi nishing inside of building. 
Being sold in “as is” condi-
tion. Asking $56,000. Call 
(802) 379-0514.

Interest Rates Are Still Very Low

Brian A. Button
Broker

BUTTON REAL ESTATE
Tel. (802) 685-4679 • Fax (802) 685-3001

375 VT. Rt. 110, Chelsea, VT 05038
Please phone for appointment. Licensed Vt. Real Estate Broker for 43 years.

All sales subject
to owner's ac cep tance.

Write for free list

2091 Washington. 4 bedroom cape – older home, 
but in very good condition – rewired – new 3 zone 
hot water heat – pellet stove – 1,000 gal. septic – 
attached barn/garage – town water – 1.2 acres of 
large back lawn/garden – walk to village...$149,900.

2095 Chelsea. 20x28' Camp – cement foundation – 
3 rooms, plus loft –covered porch, gas lights, plus 
gas cook stove – wood stove for heat – 20 acres 
land – good gravel road...Priced to sell $78,000.

2086 Royalton. 2½ acre building lot – surveyed 
driveway and in-ground septic design – small 
stream – year-round gravel road...Price $49,900.

2096 Orange. 34 acres land – mostly woodland –
very private - very good hunting land...Price $39,500.

2083 Chelsea. 50 Acres of Land – good open fi elds 
– excellent views to the south – both telephone 
and electric power on property – good year-round 
gravel Rd – private building sites...Price $200,000.

2100 Corinth. Approx. 15 acres – mostly woodland 
– very private – good get-away and hunting land...
..................................................Price only $16,900.

2094 Chelsea. 30 acres of land – driveway and 
campsite on good trout brook – year-round gravel 
road – close to village......................Price $44,900.

2081 Chelsea. Commercial Property – 33 self storage 
units – permits for 2 more buildings – 5 acres of land, 
plus mobile home hook up, rental....Price $149,500.

2092 Orange. Executive Hunting Lodge/Summer 
Home – 3 bedrooms – ½ bath – gravity spring – gas 
lights – refrigerator – cookstove – maple fl oors – 
pine walls – large decks on 2 sides – 500 gal. 
septic – very private – 37.9 surveyed land – good 
moose, bear and deer hunting...Price $119,000.

2076 Corinth. 18x25' Camp, with ½ loft – 90% fi nished 
– wired for a generator – 25 acres of land – very private, 
but access with a car – good views...Price $79,900.

2097 Topsham. 8½ acres of land – surveyed with 
990' frontage, on good gravel road. (Priced over 
$5,000 below town assessment)...$25,9000.

2085 Royalton. 6 acres – driveway and pond 
– 24x18’ horse barn – in-ground septic design – 
good gravel road............................Price $74,900. 
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Sustainable 
Gardening Supplies
Fresh Micro Greens • Hydroponics

Lettuce • Tie Dyes • Vermont Products
Herbs • House Plants & Perennials

165 Woodstock Ave, Rutland, VT
Open Daily 10–6 • (802) 786-0580

BHO Grow

Sugarmaker Doug Bragg tends the fi re during sugaring season.

The Bragg Family has 
been producing pure 

Vermont Maple Syrup 
for eight generations. 

Visit our Quality 
Family Farm Shop and 
sugarhouse nestled in 
the pine-clad hills of 
East Montpelier, VT.

��Free Maple Tours & TastingFree Maple Tours & Tastingss��

Maple Syrup, Candies & CreamMaple Syrup, Candies & Cream
Take Some Home or Have It Shipped! • Call for Free CatalogTake Some Home or Have It Shipped! • Call for Free Catalog
Unique Gift Shop • Great Mountain Views • Farm AnimalsUnique Gift Shop • Great Mountain Views • Farm Animals

Maple Ice Cream Parlor:Maple Ice Cream Parlor: Maple Creemees, Home of the Maple Milkshake! Maple Creemees, Home of the Maple Milkshake!

1005 VT Rt. 14 N. • E. Montpelier, VT • www.braggfarm.com 
(802) 223-5757 • (800) 376-5757 • Open Every Day 8:30–6:00 

�Wreaths�
Evergreen Roping & Pinecone Wreaths
Come join the season’s festivities! Watch us make our own 

wreaths & roping. Special wreath orders welcome! 
Tag your Christmas tree (Manchester only).

“Buy Direct From a Farmer”

Open Year-Round, Open Year-Round, 9 am – 7 pm Daily9 am – 7 pm Daily
www.duttonberryfarm.com • Dutton Berry Farm on Facebook

Christmas Trees

Rt. 11/30, Rt. 11/30, 
Manchester, VTManchester, VT

(802) 362-3083(802) 362-3083

Rt. 9, W. Rt. 9, W. 
Brattleboro, VTBrattleboro, VT

(802) 254-0254(802) 254-0254

Rt. 30, Rt. 30, 
Newfane, VTNewfane, VT

(802) 365-4168(802) 365-4168

Order Your Holiday Baked Goods
Pies, Cookies, Bread, Vermont Cheeses, 
Our Own Maple Syrup, Jams, Honey.

Fresh Harvest Produce
Winter Squash, 50# Bags of Potatoes, 
Gilfeather Turnips, Brussels Sprouts, 

Cabbage, Broccoli, Carrots, Beets, 
Lettuce, Herbs, and All Your Favorite 

Fresh Vegetables! Fruit Baskets.

Apples from Our Apples from Our 
Own Orchard Own Orchard 

Over 12 Varieties! Over 12 Varieties! 
Sweet, Fresh Cider

Free Hot & Cold Samples
Homemade Fudge 

In 20 Varieties
—Gift Certificates—
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